Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, May 10, 2015
Minutes

Meeting opened at 11:50 a.m. with silent worship. Nancy Wilkinson clerked the
Meeting. Thirty-six Friends were present. Richard Leath shared responses from the
Finance Committee to the Advices and Queries on “Peace”. Friends settled into
worship to reflect on these further.

The agenda was reviewed; no changes were made. Minutes for the April 12, 2015
Meeting for Business were read and approved as written.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: The Clerk shared letters of thanks
received from the Woolman Semester School for $500 from the Dime-a-Gallon Fund
and from CROP Walk for donations from several individuals in Meeting, during a
recent fundraiser. The Berkeley Food Pantry is one of the organizations benefitting
from CROP Walk funding. Pendle Hill has provided information about its summer
programs; this will be available on the back table at Meeting.

Clerk Nancy read letters from Judith Schumacher-Jennings, Kris Muller and Marla
Browning, each requesting membership in Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting.
Noting that such requests vary in brevity or descriptiveness of the journey leading
to the request, all will go to the Care of Meeting Committee for consideration.

Nancy thanked everyone for the Meeting’s retreat, held last weekend. Thirty-seven
adults and eight children enjoyed a wonderful, relaxing time in the beauty of Ben
Lomond Quaker Center. May 1 is on a Sunday in 2016. Quaker Center (QC) has
asked Strawberry Creek if we may shift our retreat to the following weekend, to
coordinate with two other groups that meet annually at QC in April. Recognizing
how this accommodation supports the solvency of QC, Meeting accepted this change
of scheduling for next year. As aresult, in 2016 the May Meeting for Business will be
changed to the first First Day, May 1. The retreat will be held the following
weekend, May 6-8, 2016.

The facilities committee has noted that when the blower is on during Meeting, it is
too loud.

Clerk Nancy will contact the Administration of Berkeley Unified School District
(BUSD) in order to regain control of this mechanism. Please talk with Nancy, if you
were the person in charge of this matter when last brought to BUSD.

Louise Neal at Berkeley Friends Church has asked if Strawberry Creek Meeting
would like to share a table at the Solano Stroll next year. If you are interested in

doing this, please let Nancy know.

0Old Business:



Nominating Committee (Kris Muller) Kris reported that no concerns were brought
to this committee about any of the nominations presented in the slate for the June 1,
2015 - May 31, 2016 committee year. Two Friends nominated to serve as clerks of
committees have found they need to step back from these roles: Marla Browning
will be able to serve as a member of the Facilities Committee, but not as the clerk;
Sarah Hawthorne has stepped down from her nomination to serve on the Care of
Meeting Committee. Meeting approved the nominations seasoned this month, with
the exceptions just noted. Several new nominations will be presented during New
Business.

New Business:

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (PESW) (Shelley Tanenbaum)
Shelley presented the Statement on Climate Change that was developed by Quaker
Earthcare Witness, the Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO) and Friends
Committee on National Legislation for the United Nations Climate Summit in
September 2014. In January 2015 the statement was revised to more strongly
acknowledge the grave dangers we face from climate change. A number of Quaker
organizations worldwide have added their names in support of this statement.
PESW Committee recommends that Strawberry Creek sign on, as well. Friends
present considered whether we feel in unity as a Meeting to do so. After some
discussion and clear affirmation of the importance of this statement, Meeting
approved adding Strawberry Creek as a signator. Clerk Nancy will communicate
this request to Lindsey Cook at QUNO.

Care of Meeting Committee (Laura Magnani) Laura invited two Friends to share
Transfer of Membership recommendations: Renee Watkins reported on Paul
McCold’s clearness committee, which included herself, Carl Anderson and Nancy
Wilkinson. Frank Satterwhite then shared from Beth Rodman’s clearness
committee. This was composed of Frank, Barb Tittle and Cindy Trueblood. Care of
Meeting Committee joins each of these committees in recommending the transfer of
Paul and Beth’s memberships from Olympia, Washington Monthly Meeting to
Strawberry Creek Meeting. These recommendations will season for one month.
Friends are invited to take this opportunity to better get to know these Friends.

Nominating Committee (Kris Muller) Kris brought several new names to add to the
slate of nominees for the 2015 - 2016 committee year. These are: Peter Lin, to
serve as clerk of Facilities Committee, Lynne D’Angelo, clerk of Care of Meeting
Committee, Leonard Joy, member of Care of Meeting Committee, Betsy Morris,
member of Facilities Committee, Beth Wrightson, member of Loaves and Fishes
Committee, and Peter Lin, the database keeper on the Care of Meeting Committee.
In addition, James Hosley will work with Al Thompson on the Communications
Committee, though not as a member of the committee. The Care of Meeting
Committee and Worship and Ministry Committee each now has one open position,
and the First Day School Committee has two open positions. The Site Committee
continues to be under the discernment of the Care of Meeting Committee; no



nominees were named for this committee. Today’s nominations will season until
the June Meeting for Business. Any questions or concerns may be brought to a
member of the nominating committee at the earliest opportunity. Meeting
expressed appreciation to the nominating committee for all its work.

Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) (Rick Herbert) As Meeting’s PYM Representative,
Rick reported on efforts for the Annual Session to be more spiritual and less
centered around business. He stated that PYM’s Ministry and Oversight Committee
has requested feedback from Meetings about which of several potential schedule
configurations Friends would prefer for the Annual Session. They suggest that one
of these be chosen as an alternative to the current schedule, and tried
experimentally for two years in 2016 and 2017, with the hope of increasing
participation in the Annual Session.

Friends present noted many factors to be considered, including these: the current
5-day length offers the opportunity to build community and deepen experiences,
and young Friends have expressed the wish to not shorten the Annual Session. A
shorter 3-day session, perhaps centered around a weekend, may be more affordable
and more easily scheduled by more Friends. Shifting more of the business of Yearly
Meeting to the Representative Committee Meeting may support a spiritual
deepening, yet it may also distance work of the Yearly Meeting from the larger body.
Having heard the variety of concerns expressed, the Clerk observed that Meeting did
not find Unity today on which schedule configuration to recommend to PYM.
Friends may share further thoughts and recommendations with Rick Herbert.

Reports:

Nominating Committee (Kris Muller) Kris reported that in interviewing Friends in
Meeting, the Nominating Committee has found that many members and attenders
appreciate both the Meeting for Worship and Meeting for Business. It was noted
that Strawberry Creek “holds the spiritual life of Meeting as primary and succeeds in
it”. The committee also heard a number of concerns raised. In response to
these, they offer the following observations and recommendations for follow-up:

Few Friends were willing to serve Meeting on the Care of the Meeting Committee
(CoM), due to the perceived extent of the responsibilities it carries. With the
consolidation of committees in recent years, more activities became the
responsibility of CoM.

* Recommendation: that the Care of the Meeting Committee discern tasks that may
be done by ad hoc groups, so that it can focus on its core mission, and also consider
inter-committee ad hoc groups to plan ahead for anticipated events.

Additional recommendations:
* Since many job descriptions are years old: all committees, representatives and
officers review their job descriptions in odd-numbered years, and bring significant



proposed changes to Meeting for Business for approval. The date approved should
be noted on the final version.

* Committees that do not meet regularly, consider how meeting more often could
provide deeper fellowship and understanding as Friends.

* To support greater understanding of how committees work: each committee
provide a brief (“25 words or less”) description of its work, to be included during
announcements.

* Service on a committee often includes a multi-year cycle of learning, doing, and
then mentoring others, so committees are encouraged to consider moving towards
having a three-year term.

* To facilitate the follow-through on specific recommendations from the Nominating
Committee’s yearly report to Meeting for Business: have the Nominating Committee
or another committee chosen by Meeting for Business shepherd this process.

* In coordination with the Database: have the Meeting Directory updated by the end
of November, for use in calling in December.

* To support the welcoming of newcomers to Meeting: have Meeting for Business
form an ad hoc committee to assist Mutual Care Committee in developing
information to help new people get more involved in Meeting.

* As recommended last year, have Meeting “make more transparent the process for
becoming a member of Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting”.

Worship and Ministry Committee (Charlie Blanchard) Charlie reported that the
committee has renamed its “Traveling Ministry Fund” the “Traveling Ministry and
Service Fund”, to support the flowering of both service and ministry in Meeting and
in the world. Other sources of support in Meeting include the Quaker Events
Scholarship Fund, administered by the Care of Meeting Committee, and the Sharing
Fund, managed by the Mutual Care Committee. Since people may not know which
of these funds would fit their particular leadings or needs, Charlie suggested that
Friends may talk with a clerk from any of these three committees to clarify this.
Timely submission of requests is always helpful, with the recognition that
committees may meet only once monthly.

First Day School Committee (FDS) (Margaret Schneider) Margaret reported that
the committee has explored issues related to having paid compensation for
childcare providers in FDS. Since the insurance company is concerned that all
adults (volunteer or paid) working with children be responsible, no change will be
needed to the form currently used. There has been some outreach to other Meetings
and congregations, to learn their current compensation rates. The committee is
exploring further, as it prepares to reach out to potential candidates to serve as FDS
providers. The FDS committee is committed to creating and maintaining a safe and
welcoming program for our children.

The committee expressed gratitude to Miftah Leath, who has been a guiding light
and central caregiver in our FDS nursery program for many years. She is now
stepping away from serving in this role. Friends present joined in thanking
Miftah for her devoted work with our children.



First Day School also noted the importance of our supporting parents, by being
welcoming of their children during Meeting for Worship. Several Friends shared
ways we may help make space for children in Meeting, valuing their presence and
gifts, and hearing their messages.

The Clerk thanked First Day School for all the work it is doing on behalf of Meeting.

Care of Meeting Committee (CoM) (Laura Magnani) Laura reported that when this
committee met at Berkeley Meeting recently, strong fumes from refinishing work
were still present. Consequently Strawberry Creek’s weekly rental use of this space
will be delayed until next month. Noting that Meeting’s Scholarship Fund balance is
now very low, CoM requests a $1,000 augmentation of this fund for 2015.
Scholarship requests anticipated include those to attend Pacific Yearly Meeting’s
Annual Session. The augmentation request will season for one month.

Shelley Tanenbaum, clerk of Finance Committee, observed that with the recent
requests from FDS and CoM Committees for additional funds, it will be helpful for
Friends who are able to do so to increase their financial contributions this year.

Announcements:

College Park Quarterly Meeting’s spring Quarterly Meeting will be held May 15-17,
2015 at Ben Lomond Quaker Center.

There will be a Newcomers’ brunch on May 17, 2015 at the Meeting site.

The Woolman Semester School will have its spring graduation on May 23, 2015 at
the Sierra Friends Center.

Committees are encouraged to have joint meetings for outgoing and incoming
committee members in either May or June 2015.

The Annual Meeting of the Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting Corporation Board
will be held today immediately following the Meeting for Business at the same

location.

The next Meeting for Business will be at 11:50 a.m. on June 14, 2015 at the Berkeley
Technology Academy.

Meeting closed with worship at 2:00 p.m.

Submitted by Nancy Wilkinson, clerk, Susan Burr, alternate clerk, and Joyce Samati,
recording clerk.



