
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, First Day, June 10, 2007

Minutes
 
The meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship, Larry Strain clerked.  Thirty-three 
Friends were present.  Rhea Farley read reflections of the Facilities Committee on the 
Advices & Queries on Simplicity.
 
Minutes of the May 13, 2007 Meeting for Business were approved with one correction.  
The Peace Earth care and Social Witness reported that it was considering a dinner to 
benefit Sierra Friends Center.

Correspondence & Clerk’s Business

The Clerk read the following letters:

o From Susan McAlpine with a request for transfer of membership to France 
Yearly Meeting;

o From Thomas Murray with a request for transfer of membership to Hong 
Kong Monthly Meeting;

o From Dick and Barbara Emmons’s with a request that their membership 
be laid down.

On the recommendation of the Care of the Meeting Community Committee, the Clerk 
will now send the necessary letters to honor these request.

The Meeting received a letter from Todd Mikuriya’s family expressing gratitude for the 
Meeting’s assistance with Todd’s funeral and enclosing a monetary donation to the 
Meeting.  The Clerk has mailed a letter of thanks to the family.

The Clerk received letters thanking the Meeting for donations made to East Bay 
Sanctuary and Friends Committee on National Legislation. 

Christian Friends Conference will be held at Berkeley Friends Church on June 16, 2007.

Mendocino Monthly Meeting will be approving a Climate Change minute modeled on 
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting’s minute on Climate Change.

Old Business

Nominating Committee (Rhea Farley):  The following individuals were approved for 
committee service: Sandra Lewis, Friends in Unity with Nature; Steven McNeil, Peace 



Earthcare and Social Witness; Sally Hindman, Loaves and Fishes.

Care of the Meeting Community Committee (Nancy Wilkinson):  The committee 
suggested that the word “Community” be dropped from their committee’s name in order 
to shorten it.  The meeting will season this suggestion and expects the committee to bring 
a minute in the near future.

New Business

Nominating Committee (Rhea Farley):  Nominating Committee is releasing the 
following people from service: Ann Maiden Brown, PYM Representative; Clifford Ham, 
Facilities Committee; Susan Bailey, First Day School.  

Nominating Committee bought forth the following nominations: Lisa Hubbell, PYM 
Representative; Clifford Ham, Library; Susan Black, Library Committee; and Jen Taylor, 
Retreat Committee.  These nominations will season for one month.

Worship and Ministry Committee (Kathy Barnhart):  The committee has been looking 
into ways to assist people in the Meeting with hearing difficulties.  After interviewing 
people in the Meeting, and considering a number of different options, they are 
recommending a Sonic ear Device as the most practical solution.

The committee proposed the following minute:

“Meeting will purchase three Sonic Ear devices at a cost of approximately $50 each for 
use in our meetings for worship and business to improve the hearing of those who wish to 
use them.”

The Meeting approved the minute.  The sonic ear devices (hearing aids) will be used for 
a trial period.  If the devices fail to meet the needs of those who are hearing impaired in 
our Meeting, they can be donated to an organization that would use them.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum):  The 
committee proposed the following minute to support Louis Cox and Ruah Swennerfelt’s 
ministry during their walk from Vancouver, Canada to San Diego, California:

“Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting endorses the proposed walk from Vancouver to San 
Diego by Louis Cox and Ruah Swennerfelt of Quaker Earthcare Witness.”

The Meeting approved the minute.  The couple will be in Berkeley, California on March 
2, 2008, and will share their ministry with Berkeley Friends.  Details to follow.

The committee submitted a revised job description, which included oversight of the 
“Dime-A-Gallon Dream Fund.”  The Meeting approved the revised job description.



Reports

Worship and Ministry Committee (Kathy Barnhart):  The committee has posted 
suggested spiritual practices in the newsletter for individuals seeking new ways to deepen 
their spiritual lives.  Friends should contact Worship and Ministry if interested in 
discussing this further.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum):  
The committee has responded to the queries developed by Care of Meeting Community 
Committee.  While the committee did not attempt to come to unity, the following themes 
emerged from the committee’s discernment: (1) the committee would like to continue 
engaging in joint projects with other committees in order to further their own work; (2) 
the committee views its work as a way Quakers can engage with the larger community; 
(3) the committee seeks to have its work embraced by the entire community.

Site Committees (Patricia Netherly):  The contracts with two local real estate agents 
were reactivated.  The purchase of property would involve partners and most likely co-
financing.  The committee will report further next month.  The committee is also 
recruiting members in the Meeting who have experience in fundraising.

Mutual Care Committee (Joyce Samati):  Jim Strait and Yoni Levy responded by letter 
to the committee’s invitation to reflect on their marriage under the care of the Meeting.  
The couple was married under the care of Berkeley Monthly Meeting and Cambridge 
Monthly Meeting in 1980.  Strawberry Creek Worship Group participated in their 
Clearness Committee.  Joyce Samati has the letter for anyone who would like to read it.

Announcements

The next Meeting for Business will be on July 8, 2007 at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley 
Technology Academy.

A discussion on nuclear power as an alternative energy source will be presented by Joe 
Morris and Karen Street at Berkeley Friends Meeting on June 18, 2007.

The last discussion on Quakers and money will occur tonight at Sarah Hawthorne’s 
house.

Jessica Bucciarelli sends her love and warm regards to the meeting, and offers hospitality 
in Portland, OR.

The meeting closed at 1:10 p.m. with silent worship.
 
Respectfully submitted: Larry Strain, Clerk; Leonard Joy, Alternate Clerk; Dharma 



Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk.


