
  Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business,  January 8, 2017 

Minutes 
 
The Meeting opened at 12:05 p.m. with silent worship. Alternate Clerk Rachel Findley 
clerked the Meeting Forty Friends were present. Susan Burr shared responses from the 
Finance Committee to the Advices and Queries on Stewardship and Vocation. Friends 
returned to worship to reflect on these. 
 
The minutes for the December 11, 2016 Meeting for Business were read and approved 
with three changes:  Phyllis Malandra shared the responses of the Loaves and Fishes 
Committee on the Advices and Queries on the Spiritual Life; in the Peace, Earthcare and 
Social Witness Committee report the reference to Chicago’s 57th Street Meeting was 
struck; and the following was substituted as Tom Yamaguchi’s report on the CROP Walk, 
“Tom Yamaguchi reported he and Betsy Morris have joined the planning committee for 
the annual CROP/Hunger Walk. The walk is scheduled for April 30 and benefits the 
programs of Church World Service, Berkeley Food Pantry, Dorothy Day House, YEAH!, 
and Youth Spirit Artworks.” 
 
Rick Herbert circulated for additional signers a letter of support from the Peace, 
Earthcare and Social Witness Committee to a Montana Jewish community suffering hate 
crimes.  Stephen McNeil circulated a sign-on petition for Alameda County residents to 
oppose funding of the annual Urban Shield SWAT teams exercise and arms bazaar.   
 
There were no changes to the agenda. 
 
Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: 
The Clerk handed over correspondence to the Librarian, the FCNL Representative and to 
the College Park Quarterly Representative.  Rachel announced that the Quarter is 
meeting Saturday January 14 at Berkeley Friends Meeting.  Quaker Heritage Day is on 
February 18 (9:00 am to 3:30 pm) with Marcelle Martin as presenter on her work “Our 
Life is Love.” 
 
Old Business: 
Naming Committee: Betsy Morris reported that no concerns were raised on the 
nomination of Jay Jonah Cash to the Nominating Committee.  The Meeting approved the 
nomination. 
 
Communications Committee: Amy Dewey noted that maintaining current job 
descriptions on our website is in the web coordinator’s job description.  The Committee 
edited the Communications Committee and Librarian job descriptions to state that 
members do not need to be members of the Religious Society of Friends nor of 
Strawberry Creek Friends Meeting.  The Meeting approved the revised job descriptions 
which will have today’s date as when approved. 



 
Care of the Meeting Committee: Rhea Farley reported that Raven Moon’s Clearness 
Committee (Rick Herbert, Miftah Leath and Rhea Farley) recommended the membership 
request and the Care of the Meeting Committee was in unity forwarding the 
membership request to the Meeting.  Any concerns should be made to the Care of the 
Meeting Committee clerked by Nancy Wilkinson as the request seasons for a month. 
 
Reports:    
 
Finance Committee:   The Clerk Rachel Findley reminded Friends that Richard Leath 
made the report on FY 2016 yearend results as being $2,000 in the black.   
 
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (PESW): Kathy Barnhart reported that 
the Committee approved a Dime-A-Gallon Fund (DAG) grant to Nathan Moon for trash 
cans to be placed near newly planted trees on Grand Avenue whose wells have 
collected trash in the absence of local trash cans.  With the Sierra Club Nathan and 
others have planted nine trees with eleven more plantings in the works.  The Committee 
will hold a listening session for Meeting folk on March 19th on the climate crisis.  At our 
next PESW meeting Catya de Neergaard will discuss the “What is Whiteness” project 
sponsored by College Park Quarterly Meeting for possible sponsorship by our meeting.   
Kathy Barnhart is inviting participants in the East Oakland ceasefire walks held each 
third Friday, the next one being on January 20.  All are invited to join the Meeting’s 
contingent for the Women’s Walk on Saturday January 21.  We will march under a 
banner “Quakers for Justice” donated to the Meeting by Susan Clancy Strong.  April 2nd 
will be the annual Friends Committee on Legislation-California silent auction fundraiser.  
Donations wanted.   Kathy has located a Berkeley chapter of the PICO (People Improving 
Communities Through Organizing) whom she will contact concerning their local 
interfaith anti-racism work.  Shelley Tanenbaum will have an Adult Education 
presentation on Standing Rock on Jan.15.  Shelley will be attending a climate march in 
Washington, DC on April 29. There will likely be local marches to coincide. 
 
Care of the Meeting Committee:  Nancy Wilkinson reported that they have been 
considering issues of the Meeting being a welcoming and inclusive community.  Lee 
Douglas will be the point person for the revival of the name tags usage.   
 
First Day Children’s Program Committee.  Margaret Schneider noted that while the 
Meeting gets a weekly update on the Children’s Program, it is clear that the Moon 
family is currently key to program.  There are two paid helpers.  The Committee has 
focused the content on two testimonies:  community and simplicity.  A parent noted 
that more specific Quaker content for the older children would be appreciated.  
Community members visit the programs that they model Quaker lives.  The Youth Spirit 
Artworks will be visiting the Meeting on March 5th to work with the children on a tile 
mosaic reflecting visions of Mother Nature. There will be a time after Meeting for 
Worship for adults to create a tile.  Friends noted that the Children’s Program has a 



challenge in developing program for nursery age to teen-age.  The Committee seems to 
be doing well in conveying the testimony of community. A parent noted that more 
specific Quaker content would be appreciated.   
 
Announcements: 

A. Rachel Findley reported that the State of Meeting discussion will occur on 
January 29th after Meeting.   

B. Stephen McNeil reported that the Alameda Board of Supervisors January 10 
meeting will be preceded by a rally at 10 am to which all are invited. 

 
The Meeting closed at 1:05 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
The next Meeting for Business will be held on February 12, 2017 at noon at the Berkeley 
Technology Academy. 
 
Submitted by:  Rachel Findley, Clerk, , Alternate Clerk Leonard Joy, and Stephen McNeil, 
Recording Clerk 
 


