
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, March 14, 2010 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 11:55 a.m. with silent worship.  Katherine Youngmeister clerked the meeting.  
Thirty-four Friends were present.   
 
Jay Smith shared the reflections of the First Day School Committee and the School’s parents and children 
on the advices and queries on The Spiritual Life.   
 
The minutes of the February 14, 2010 Meeting for Business were read and approved without correction.  
 
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence 
 
The Meeting received a letter from Pacific Yearly Meeting thanking us for our $3,648 donation for the 
Youth Program Coordinator.  
 
There will be a meeting of the Christian Friends Conference on Saturday, March 20th from 9 a.m. until 
4:30 p.m. at Berkeley Friends Church. 
 
Given the large agenda for this business meeting, the Alternate Clerk Susan Burr explained the 
importance of Friends “self-clerking”. 
 
Old Business 
 
Sally Hindman Membership Transfer Request (Care of the Meeting Committee) (Charlie 
Blanchard)  The Committee have received no concerns about Sally Hindman’s request for transfer of her 
membership from Berkeley Friends Meeting to Strawberry Creek.  The Meeting approved her request.  
Her welcoming committee will be Kathy Barnhart (Convener), Elizabeth Moses Strain and Betsy Morris. 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee) (Nancy Wilkinson) The Committee has heard no concerns 
about the nomination of Darcy Stanley as Pacific Yearly Meeting Observer to serve during the 2010 
calendar year.  The Meeting approved the nomination with the understanding that Darcy will serve as 
PYM Representative for 2011. Appreciation was expressed for Tom Yamaguchi’s service as PYM 
Observer in 2009 and his continuing service as PYM Representative for 2010. 
 
Proposal to Return Adult Religious Education Responsibilities to Worship and Ministry Committee 
(Adult Religious Education Committee)(Laura Cornell)  Adult Religious Education Committee has 
received only positive comments about its proposal that the Meeting lay down the Committee and return 
its responsibilities to the Worship and Ministry Committee effective as of June when the new term of 
committee memberships begins.   
 
Sarah Hawthorne reported that this proposal was discussed at the February 27th joint meeting of the 
Worship and Ministry and Care of the Meeting committees.  The committees were in unity that the 
proposal should be implemented.  The committees noted that it is both useful and enlivening to view all 
Meeting committees as having a responsibility to discern how to use the skills, energy and interests of its 
members in the manner that serves the larger Meeting.  Care of the Meeting Committee has developed 
guiding principles for scheduling after Rise of Meeting sessions.  All committees should feel welcome to 
offer a session which they have discerned will serve the larger Meeting. 



 
The Meeting approved the proposal to lay down the Adult Religious Education Committee. 
 
New Business 
 
Friends Committee on National Legislation Priorities (Peace Earthcare & Social Witness 
Committee) (Susan Strong and Shelley Tannenbaum) Every other year FCNL reviews its priorities 
and asks meetings for their recommendations.  On March 7, 2010 Peace Earthcare & Social Witness 
Committee had an after Meeting discussion of the priorities and now recommends the following be 
approved by the Meeting and sent to FCNL: 
 

1) In priority 1 (war and the threat of war), expand the last sentence to include removing troops and 
bases from both Iraq and Afghanistan 

2) In priorities 2 and 3, (a society with equity and justice for all) and (a community where every 
person’s potential may be fulfilled) emphasize the need to support health care for all individuals, 
more directly address the way structural economic inequities damage our whole society and all in 
it, and work towards equitable economic relief that would decrease income disparity 

3) Include in priority 4 (Earth restored) seeking environmental justice and the right-sharing of world 
resources. 

 
This recommendation will season for one month. 
 
State of the Meeting Report (State of the Meeting Report Writing Committee) (John McCarthy) 
The Writing Committee consisting of John McCarthy (convener), Rhea Farley and Rachel Findley 
presented its report.  A draft of this year’s State of the Meeting Report was distributed and read.  
Appreciation was expressed for the accuracy of the Report.  Some minor changes were suggested. The 
Report will season for one month.  Friends with suggestions should contact the Committee. 
 
Draft Testimony on Earthcare (Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee) (Shelley 
Tannenbaum) Shelley gave a history of Friends concern for earthcare and the efforts of our meeting to 
discern a testimony.  There have been two listening meetings and many committee meetings.  The writing 
has primarily been done by Larry Strain, Sandra Lewis, Kathy Barnhart, Susan Strong and Shelley 
Tannenbaum.  A draft testimony was distributed and read.  Many friends expressed appreciation for this 
work.  It will season for one month.  Friends with suggestions should contact Shelley.  There was a brief 
discussion on how the testimony could be shared with others.  The Committee will be considering this. 
 
Reports 
 
Pacific Yearly Meeting Representative (Tom Yamaguchi) Tom presented a report on the PYM 
Representative Committee held March 6th.  PYM has hired Sarah Beutel as the Youth Program 
Coordinator.  It has also set up a supervisory committee and a bank account.  Fundraising for the program 
is ongoing.  PYM will be held this year on July 26-31 at Claremont College.  There is a plan to hold after 
Meeting an information session on PYM on June 6th.   
 
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (Shelley Tannenbaum) The Committee is 
sponsoring a discussion after Meeting on March 21st on the East Bay Sanctuary Covenant.  There will be 
a talk given on health care in Africa’s Great Lakes Region on April 13th.  An Alternatives to Violence 
Basic Workshop will be held in April.  Shelley would like volunteers for help with the lunch. 
 
Pacific Yearly Meeting Unity with Nature Representative (Sandra Lewis) Joe Morris, clerk of the 
PYM Unity with Nature Committee has asked for an annual report of activities of local meetings on 



earthcare.  Sandra Lewis and Shelley Tannenbaum prepared a report for 2009.  In 2009 our Meeting 
worked to develop a testimony on earthcare.  We used the Dime A Gallon Fund to provide $500 to Sierra 
Friends Center for earthcare education, $500 to Youth Spirit Artworks for their conversion of discarded 
furniture into art work, and $1000 to establish a website on the Meeting’s earthcare activities.  We also 
participated in the International Climate Action Day, the Copenhagen Climate Conference, the Quaker 
Institute for the Future, locavore lunches and a number of other activities.  
 
Worship and Ministry Committee (Sarah Hawthorne)  The Meeting’s telephone is the responsibility 
of the Worship and Ministry Committee.  It currently is placed at the home Sarah Hawthorne and James 
Hosley.  Although Sarah will probably be leaving the Committee in June, it was decided that the phone 
should remain at their home indefinitely. 
 
The Committee believes that eight members rather than the current six should be the size of the 
Committee.   
 
Due to the sensitivity of tasks done by the greeters at Meeting, the Committee believes that greeters 
should continue to be selected from the members of Worship and Ministry. 
 
Elaine Emily has applied for a Lyman Foundation grant.  Elaine’s anchoring committee from this meeting 
consisting of Leonard Joy, Andrew Youngmeister and Jay Smith has sent a supporting letter. 
 
The Committee will be selecting two volunteers to hold the Meeting for Business in the Light.  It was 
decided that this would be a better procedure than having Nominating Committee take on this 
responsibility. 
 
The Committee has developed four questions about the relationship between the Meeting and its spiritual 
ministers.  The Committee is collecting materials on them.  They are: 
 

1. What is expected of those on an anchoring committee? 
2. What information does Meeting want/need to know about the spiritual ministries of 

individuals? 
3. When the Meeting commits its resources to an individual’s spiritual ministry, such as 

providing an anchoring committee, what are the Meeting’s expectations of how that 
individual will contribute to and enrich the Meeting? 

4. Do the individual and the Meeting think of the individual’s spiritual ministry as “a part of the 
Meeting” and/or “on behalf of the Meeting” – is the ministry representing the Meeting to the 
outer world? 

 
Care of the Meeting Committee (Charlie Blanchard)  The Committee has three membership requests 
pending. 
 
A draft of guidelines for use of time after rise of Meeting was distributed.  The guidelines include 
encouraging all committees to consider how they might serve the Meeting by scheduling a session.  
Procedures for scheduling and a focus for each First Day of the month are included.  The Committee 
welcomes comments.  The guidelines will be discussed further next month. 
 
First Day School Committee (Jay Smith)  More than $300 was raised for Haiti relief by sale of crafts 
made by the First Day School.  They will be making and selling earthquake kits.   
 
Parents of infants and toddlers have formed a group and may use Berkeley Friends Meeting for their 
meetings. 



 
We now have a Wiki site for communication for First Day School Committee. 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 
The next Business Meeting will be held on April 11, 2010 at 12 p.m. after the locavore potluck at the 
Berkeley Technology Academy.   
 
The meeting closed at 2:30 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk; Susan Burr, Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, Recording 
Clerk 


