
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, February 8, 2009 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 11:55 a.m. with silent worship.  Katherine Youngmeister clerked the meeting.  
Forty-two Friends were present.   Ann Maiden Brown read reflections of the Mutual Care Committee on 
the Advices and Queries on The Meeting For Worship. 
 
The minutes of the January 11, 2009 Meeting for Business were read and approved without correction. 
  
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence 
 
The Meeting is co-hosting with Berkeley Meeting the Pacific Yearly Meeting Representative Committee 
on March 7th.  Shelley Tanenbaum is coordinating housing and needs volunteers.  The Hospitality 
Committee is responsible for providing a dinner and also needs volunteers. 
 
Old Business 
 
Nominations to the Nominating Committee (Naming Committee) (Larry Strain) No concerns have 
been received about the nomination of Jim Otis to serve on the Nominating Committee.  The Meeting 
approved the nomination. 
 
Laura Magnani has requested to be released from service on the Nominating Committee because of her 
appointment as Acting Director for the Regional Office of the American Friends Service Committee.  The 
Meeting approved her release from service.   The Naming Committee nominates Nancy Wilkinson to 
serve instead.  The nomination will season for one month.   
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee) (John McCarthy) No concerns have been received about the 
nominations of Stephen McNeil to serve as Pacific Yearly Meeting representative and Tom Yamaguchi to 
serve as PYM observer.  The Meeting approved the nominations. 
 
Dharma Yamaguchi Transfer of Membership (Care of the Meeting Committee) (Leonard Joy) 
Some members of the Care of the Meeting Committee have met with Dharma Yamaguchi on her request 
to transfer her membership from our meeting to Berkeley Friends Church.  The Care of the Meeting 
Committee as a whole now recommends the transfer.  The Meeting approved her transfer request.  
Friends expressed gratitude for Dharma’s years of service to our meeting and noted that she will be 
missed.  
 
New Business 
 
Testimony on Harmony with Nature (Peace Earthcare & Social Witness Committee) (James 
Hosley) Peace Earthcare and Social Witness Committee believes it is now time to have our Meeting begin 
to participate in the development of a testimony on harmony with nature.  The idea for such a testimony 
has previously come up at Pacific Yearly Meeting. 
 
 Shelley Tanenbaum gave a summary of what Friends testimonies are and how they have developed.  She 
presented a minute to consider with the understanding that wording other than “harmony with nature” 
may ultimately be used: 
 



“Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting will begin a process of discernment on developing a testimony on 
our harmony with nature.” 
 
Sandra Lewis presented some of the considerations that have been expressed about a proposed testimony 
and how Pacific Yearly Meeting has come to see as central a right relationship to the Earth.  She noted 
that we are not creating a testimony; we are writing down and developing something which already exists. 
 
A discussion occurred in which support was expressed for the minute.  One friend suggested that children 
be included in the process.  Another friend suggested that the words “protect the Earth” be included to 
show a need for us to be active.  Some expressed concern that our process be coordinated with the 
ongoing efforts of Pacific Yearly Meeting. 
 
The minute will season for one month.   
 
Otis-Cornell Marriage (Mutual Care Committee)(Margaret Schneider)  A clearness committee 
consisting of Deborah Marks, Miftah Leath, and John McCarthy has met with Jim Otis and Laura Cornell 
to discuss their request for marriage under the care of our meeting.  Following prayerful consideration, 
clearness was reached and Mutual Care Committee is in unity to recommend that the Meeting approve 
their request.  The recommendation will season for one month. 
 
Job Description for the Communications Committee (Communications Committee) (John 
McCarthy)  A job description for the Communications Committee was distributed and discussed.  
Approval of the description would make permanent an experiment in which the committee included three 
work groups (formerly three separate committees):  the Electronic Communication Work Group 
responsible for computer and internet resources, the Library Work Group responsible for maintaining a 
library and other materials, and the Newsletter Work Group responsible for publishing and distributing 
the newsletter. 
 
One friend suggested that there should be one person responsible for making quick decisions on the 
appropriateness of materials on the web group list.  Another friend said that this is the job of the Web 
Coordinator.  Suggestions on the job description should be given to the Committee.  The job description 
will season for one month. 
 
Reports 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Beth Wrightson)  A final yearend report for 2008 was presented.  The Meeting 
ended the year receiving about $4900 in income more than expenses.  It had about $148,000 in assets at 
yearend. 
 
Worship and Ministry Committee (Sarah Hawthorne)  The Committee has been considering whether 
or not to end the experiment of a Joys and Sorrows period after the Meeting for Worship in which 
attenders can tell of an event in their lives which has brought them joy or sorrow.  The Committee has 
reached unity that the experiment should stop.  At this time in our Meeting, it is not clear that the practice 
of Joys and Sorrows enhances and supports our Meeting’s ability to deeply gather during worship and to 
thereafter take this attitude of worship out into the world.  The Committee looks forward to the possibility 
that way may open in the near future for individuals in our Meeting to be given a venue for sharing 
important personal events in their lives. 
 
Library Committee (Mark Lambert) The Committee expressed appreciation for the cabinets designed 
by Larry Strain and built by Jay Smith.  They are working well.  Mark has been using the program 
“Library Thing” to make a database for our library’s books. 



 
 
 
  
Announcements 
 
The First Day School needs more volunteers for the “Second Pair of Eyes”.  Volunteers are also needed 
for the nursery where as many as nine children have been participating.  The Teen program is focusing on 
programs in the evening rather than on First Day mornings. 
 
Susan Burr will be attending the Quaker Center program “Quakers and Social Class” March 6-8 and 
encourages others to consider attending as well. 
  
The next Business Meeting will be held on March 8, 2009 at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley Technology 
Academy. 
 
The meeting closed at 1:50 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk;   Susan Burr, Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, 
Recording Clerk 


