Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Minutes of the Meeting for Business
First Day, September 10, 2006

Meeting for Business opened at 11:55 a.m. with silent worship. Larry Strain clerked the
meeting. Thirty- four Friends were present. Kathy Barnhart read Advices & Queries on
Peace on behalf of Retreat Committee.

Minutes of the Meeting for July 9, 2006 business were approved with three corrections:

1. Under Correspondence and Clerk’s Business- Report on Friends General Conference
(FGC): the workshop on global warming co-led by Dee Rossman, Karen Street and Carl
Magruder, was in interest group not a workshop.

2. Under New Business, Site Committee: meeting did not approve Site Committee
propose meeting with Berkeley Meeting’s Long Range Planning Committee. This is
within the scope of the Committee and does not require approval.

3. Under New Business- Child Safety, last sentence: replace “background” checks with
“application and reference checks.”.

Two additional corrections that were left to the Clerk to reword and bring back to the
October Business Meeting:

1. Under Correspondence and Clerk’s Business, Friends raised concerns about the way
Stephanie Kennedy’s vocal ministry was characterized. The second sentence is revised
to read: “Friends remembered her gift for vocal ministry.”

2. A Friend expressed concern about the use of the words “pro tem” as a description of
the temporary roles of Shelly Tannenbaum as Alternative Clerk and Pamela Calvert as
Recording Clerk. The Friends felt that this use of Latin was not consistent with Friend’s
commitment to use language that was plain and clear. Another Friend pointed out that
the meeting had used the wording “pro tem” in previous minutes, and there has been no
objection at that time. The wording will remain as is and Friends concerns are noted.

Correspondence & Clerk’s Business:

The Clerk reported that Berkeley Alternative High School needs more closet space, and
that meeting will lose some space we currently use. A Friend informed the meeting that
Berkeley Alternative High School has now changed its name to “Berkeley Technology
Academy” and that name should be used in future discussion regarding the school. The
school has also requested help from the Meeting with maintenance, landscaping and
financial contributions for a sign for the school. An Ad-hoc committee was set up to act
as a liaison between Meeting and the school. Meeting approved the following people to
serve on the Ad-Hoc Committee: Sarah Hawthorne, convener, James Hosley, Susan
Black, Marla Browning, and Larry Strain.



Meeting received a thank you card from Friends Committee on National Legislation for
our donation. Meeting also received a letter of thanks from the Pacific Yearly Meeting
for our State of the Meeting Report, which the Yearly Meeting called very informative
and thoughtful. The Clerk read a letter from Betsy Morris and Raines Cohen that
described their history as a couple and requesting to be married under the care of the
Meeting. The Clerk named the following individuals to serve on the Naming Committee:
Margaret Schneider, Betsy Morris, and Rich Tittle. The convener will be chosen by the
committee.

Old Business

Worship and Ministry Committee (Kathy Barnhart): Worship and Ministry is still
working on its job description, and expects to have it completed soon.

Naming Committee (Joyce Samati): The job description, with minor revisions
requested at the July Meeting for Business, was submitted and approved.

Care of the Meeting Community (Robin Standish): There being no objections or
concerns regarding the membership of Betsy Morris, meeting joyfully approved her
membership. A welcoming committee was formed to welcome Betsy consisting of Rick
Hebert, convener, Dee Rossman and Robin Standish.

New Business

Nominating Committee (Pam Calvert): Nominating Committee brought the following
names forward. These names will be seasoned for one month.

(1) Sasha Hauswald, Adult Education
(2) Tim Melton, Facilities

Micki Graham, on her departure to the Earlham School of Religion was released from
Nominating Committee.

Database Keeper (Richard Leaf): The job description was submitted for seasoning.
The database has been significantly updated recently. A friend suggested updating the
current committee directory, which are the first two pages of the Meeting directory.

Worship and Ministry (Kathy Barnhart): The Worship and Ministry Committee
recommended that Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting take the Oakland Worship Group
under its care. The Oakland Worship Group has a regular attendance of 5 to 6 people and
meets on Sunday at the home of Helen Haug and Pam Calvert at 3708 Midvale Ave. in
Oakland, California. The correspondent for the group is Denise Mock, 336 Henry Street,
Apt. A, Oakland, CA 94607, Tel. (510) 839-4134. The worship group has Bible study on
Wednesday night, and on going service projects. The following minute was approved:

“We enthusiastically take the Oakland Worship Group under our care to nurture



and guide in its calling to witness and worship in Oakland.”

The contact information for the Oakland Worship Group will be added to the Strawberry
Creek Monthly Meeting’s listings in the various Quaker publications.

A moment of silent worship was held as we recalled that Strawberry Creek Monthly
Meeting began as a worship group.

Posada: First Day will check with the children to see if they are interested in performing
the Posada this year. Elizabeth Strain will contact the Berkeley Friends Church about a
possible date and time. Hospitality Committee has some ideas for the gathering if the
children don’t wish to do a performance this year.

Sierra Friends Center (Joyce Samati): The job description was submitted for
seasoning.

Officers of the Meeting (Larry Strain): The revied job descriptions for the officers of
the meeting will be submitted next month, which are being revised to include new duties
related to serving on the Board of the newly formed, Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
of the Religious Society of Friends, a California Religious Corporation.

Peace, Earth Care & Social Witness Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum): Meeting
received a letter from Humboldt Monthly Meeting requesting a letter of endorsement for
members of their meeting to travel to Guantanamo Bay Prison and visit with the guards
and detainees in the facility. PEC&SW Committee submitted a draft of a letter addressed
to President Bush, Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld, and Secretary of the Navy Winter for
Meeting’s review and approval. Meeting suggested two minor changes, and approved the
letter, leaving the wording of the changes up to PEC&SW.

Reports

Treasurer (Ralph Murphy): An Income and Expense Report and the August Balance
Sheet was submitted. Meeting approved an additional $100.00 for “Other Administrative
Expenses.”

Pacific Yearly Meeting (Tom Yamaguchi): Tom Yamaguchi submitted a report of the
2006 Pacific Yearly Meeting held at Redland, California. The PYM Representative and
Observer were no able to attend. Tom read a few highlights from his report to give the
meeting a sense of the gathering. He noted that most people were happy with the site,
staff, food and the environmental awareness of the staff. PYM will return to Redland in
2007, and will be held at Mt. Madonna in 2008 and 2009. He indicated that the full
report would be posted on the meeting’s list serve.

Mutual Care Committee (Lynn D’Angelo): Mutual Care Committee and Care of the
Meeting Community Committee agreed to split the Overseer budget. Each committee
will receive $300.00.



A marriage clearness committee for Betsy Morris and Raines Cohen composed of Tom
Yamaguchi, Jay Smith, Laura Cornell and Lynn D’ Angelo, has met once with the couple
and will meet again.

Rachel Findley and Peter Klement are writing a memorial meeting minute for Stephanie
Kennedy and seek input from others in the meeting community.

Stephanie Kennedy’s family gave a donation to the meeting to express gratitude for
Strawberry Creek Meeting’s support for Stephanie and her family during her last days.
The committee will send a letter of thanks to the family.

Mutual Care Committee reminds friend seeking clearness from Meeting, to submit a
written request to Mutual Care Committee. Meeting currently has three different
committees overseeing clearness committees — Worship and Ministry, Mutual Care and
Care of the Meeting. Mutual Care Committee will forward requests to the appropriate
committee.

Peace, Earth Care & Social Witness Committee (James Hosley): The ad-hoc
committee on Iraq and torture (Susan Strong, Beth Wrightson, Ellen Levin, Robin
Standish and Shelley Tanenbaum) sponsored a letter-writing event after meeting this
summer regarding Humboldt Meeting’s request to visit Guantanamo Prison. Susan
Strong will be providing action updates to the meeting on several events in September
and October including the Declaration of Peace. The ad-hoc committee has scheduled
worship sharing regarding the war in Iraq and the issue of torture on October 29, 2006.
The group plans to meet on September 23, 2006, all are welcome to attend.

The Earthcare subcommittee approved using $300.00 from the Dime-a-Gallon Fund to
support the “Holding Earth in the Light” retreat. Joe Morris, Shelley Tanenbaum, and
James Hosley are drafting a minute on climate change in collaboration with Santa
Monica Monthly Meeting. The subcommittee plans to produce monthly events, three
members of the committee are working on a new earth care display.

Worship and Ministry (Kathy Barnhart): Worship and Ministry plans to hold a
Meeting for Worship for Remembrance in January of 2007, for individuals who have lost
loved ones.

First Day School (Katherine Youngmeister): Young adults and teens in the meeting
have been volunteering in First Day, and it has been very successful. Teens have
volunteered to work in the nursery through December of 2006. There must be one person
in the nursery who is over 18 years of age, and ideally more than two people. Teens
attended a training by led by Miftah Leath on volunteering with First Day and on the new
child safety policy.

Miftah Leah is the new nursery coordinator.

The committee reminds parents that childcare is not guaranteed after 10:15 a.m. If there



are no children in a group by 10:15, childcare providers may leave and join meeting for
worship. Parents are responsible for their own children after 10:15. A sign will be
posted on the door of the nursery to remind them of the Meeting’s policy.

The school year First Day program began today.

Child Safety Committee (Katherine Youngmeister): The committee is currently
working on fulfilling the requirements of our insurance carrier. Friends are asked to
indicate whether or not they have volunteered with the children in the past two year. A
list is currently being circulated after meeting.

Announcements

Fall Quarterly Meeting will be held at Sierra Friends Center from October 13 to 15%,
2006.

The Harvest Festival at Palo Alto Friends Meeting will be held on September 29 and
30t 2006.

Friends Committee on Legislation will hold dinner for Loni Hancock on October 28,
2006.

Lynn D’ Angelo encouraged people to check if they have overdo library books from our
library.

Barbara Graves expressed concern about the number of people arriving late to meeting
for worship. She reminded us that arriving early helps gather the meeting for worship.

The next Meeting for Business will be on October 8, 2006 at 11:50 a.m. at Berkeley
Technology Academy. The meeting closed around 2:00 p.m. after a period of silent
worship.

Respectfully submitted,

Larry Strain, Clerk; Dharma Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk; Leonard Joy, Alternate Clerk.



