Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, October 12,2014
Minutes

Meeting opened at 12:00 noon with silent worship. Nancy Wilkinson clerked the Meeting.
Twenty-four Friends were present. Marc Lambert shared responses from the Mutual Care
Committee to the Advices and Queries on “Stewardship and Vocation”. Friends returned to
worship to reflect on these further.

The agenda was reviewed; one item of new business and one report were added. Minutes
for the September 14, 2014 Meeting for Business were read and approved as written.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business The Clerk shared a message of thanks from Kevan
Insko to all who generously supported the Friends Committee on Legislation of California
(FCLCA), in last Sunday’s silent auction fundraiser. A thank you for Meeting’s annual
donation of $170 was received from the Woolman Semester School. Catya de Neergaard has
returned from traveling on behalf of Earthcare Witness for Pacific Yearly Meeting. The
Clerk shared several responses from Friends at Chestnut Hill Meeting and Philadelphia
Yearly Meeting, to Catya’s letter of introduction from Strawberry Creek. Pendle Hill (PH)
invites Friends to participate in its upcoming programs. Scholarship funds are available.
Currently PH is working on some programatic changes, to better serve individuals and
organizations both within the Quaker community and among other faith groups.

Epistle XI was received from Alyssa Nelson, the Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) Youth
Programs Coordinator. This includes an updated calendar of youth and intergenerational
events throughout PYM and beyond for 2014-2015. It will be posted on Meeting’s bulletin
board, and is also available online at: <pacificyearlymeeting.org/category/yearly-meeting-
docs/ypc>. The next deadline for requests for funding from the Youth Programs Fund is
December 20, 2014.

Redwood Forest Friends Meeting in Santa Rosa has sent its minute of support for peace
within families, communities and countries, the care of refugee children, and opposing their
prolonged incarceration. Redwood Forest Friends look forward to hearing from others who
share their concerns. This letter was referred to the Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness
Committee.

Casa de los Amigos in Mexico City is hosting a Quaker Social Action nine-day Learning Tour
in January 2015, offering participants the opportunity to learn about peace and justice work
in Mexico. Berkeley Meeting is looking at applying to be a Quaker Voluntary Service site
beginning in 2016; does Strawberry Creek Meeting to work with them in this effort? This
inquiry was referred to the Care of Meeting Committee for further consideration. A date has
been set for Strawberry Creek’s Quaker Quest program: Saturday, March 21, 2015 from 8
a.m. - 4 p.m. Those interested in serving on the coordinating committee for this event
should contact Laura Magnani or Nancy Wilkinson.



0Old Business:

Minutes proposed by the Finance Committee: The Clerk invited Friends to review the
three minutes brought by the finance committee to the September 14, 2014 Meeting for
Business. Wording amendments suggested at that time are included, as follows:

1. SCMM (Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting) approves the Finance Committee to open
an account with Friends Fiduciary and to invest $5,000 from the Meeting’s General Fund
into their Green Fund.

2. SCMM approves the Finance Committee to open an account with the Self-Help Federal
Credit Union.

3. SCMM approves the Finance Committee to move our Site Fund CD’s (certificates of
deposit) into accounts at the Self-Help Federal Credit Union.

Friends affirmed the finance committee’s role in addressing any additional specificity that
may be required. The finance committee will inform Meeting for Business of the
authorization needed to open a new account. One Friend observed that “the intersection of
Spirit with bureaucracy can be fiddly”. After a period of worship, Meeting approved these
three minutes.

A Friend requested that Finance Committee look again at the desirability of Meeting’s
maintaining accounts at Mechanics Bank, in light of its having recently been bought out by
a large corporation.

New Business:

Care of Meeting Committee (COM) (Laura Magnani) Laura reported that, with sadness,
COM recommends that Strawberry Creek accept Gordon Bishop’s requested transfer of
membership to Grass Valley Friends Meeting. Meeting approved this request.

Nominating Committee (Dick Strong) Dick brought forward the nomination of Paul
McCold to serve on the Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness committee. This nomination
will season for one month.

Reports:

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (Witness Committee) (Kathy Barnhart)
Kathy thanked all who supported the FCLCA’s silent auction fundraiser on October 5, 2014.
The balance received was just under $2,500. On September 21, it was heartening to have
nineteen Strawberries participate in the climate rally held in Oakland, as well as three
Strawberries at the climate rally in New York City. Witness Committee invites participation
in any of the following working groups:

1. writing an Epistle for a minute on divestment

2. working on Shared Security, which may include work with immigration and children

3. Restorative Justice with Paul McCold (This is now being planned.)

4. Full Picture work with the AFSC (if someone is interested)

Youth Spirit Artworks and the Woolman Semester students are joining together for non-
violence training in Berkeley on November 7, 2014 from 4-6:30 p.m. Friends are invited to
bring potluck food to help support this shared project.



On November 16, 2014 the witness committee will offer an adult ed session on “leadings
and witness”. New applications for Dime-A-Gallon Fund grants are now being accepted.
The next deadline for these is March 1, 2015.

Announcements:

College Park Quarterly Meeting’s Fall Quarterly Meeting will be October 17-19, 2014 at
the Sierra Friends Center.

The Memorial Meeting for Kent Wolcott will be held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, November 1,
2014 in Moraga.

The Woolman Semester School’s Fall 2014 Graduation, which includes Strawberry Hannah
Mackinney, will be at 9 a.m. on Saturday, December 13, 2014 at the Sierra Friends Center.

Meeting’s Twelfth Month Gathering will be on December 13, 2014 beginning about 5 p.m. at
the Albany Community Center.

Tom Yamaguchi noted that the Electronic Resources Work Group is working on a new
website for the Meeting. On November 9, 2014, Friends are invited to gather after Meeting
for a photo, which will be included on this website. The next Meeting for Business will be on
November 9, 2014 at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley Technology Academy.

Meeting closed with worship at 1:05 p.m.

Submitted by Nancy Wilkinson, clerk, Susan Burr, alternate clerk, and Joyce Samati,
recording clerk






