
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,		September	14,	2014	

Minutes	
	

Meeting	opened	at	11:53	a.m.	with	silent	worship.		Nancy	Wilkinson	clerked	the	Meeting.		
Thirty-one	Friends	were	present.		Jed	Appelman,	for	the	Care	of	Meeting	Committee,	shared	
reflections	on	the	Advices	and	Queries	on	“Spiritual	Life”.			Friends	considered	these	further,	
in	the	worship	which	followed.	
	
The	agenda	was	reviewed;	one	request	for	an	update	was	made.		Minutes	for	the	July	13,	
2014	Meeting	for	Business	were	read	and	approved	as	written.	
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:		The	Clerk	noted	that	thank	yous	have	been	
received	for	Meeting’s	annual	donations	to	Western	Friend,	Friends	Committee	on	National	
Legislation	and	Friends	House.		In	addition,	letters	of	thanks	were	received	from	Camping	
Unlimited	and	the	Woolman	Semester.		The	latter	expressed	gratitude	for	funding	from	both	
the	Carolyna	Marks	Bequest	Fund	and	the	Dime-A-Gallon	Fund.			The	Border	Angels	sent	a	
note	of	appreciation	as	well,	for	donations	from	individuals	in	Meeting	in	support	of	a	
recent	project.		A	new	Pendle	Hill	Pamphlet	has	arrived:		“Spiritual	Accompaniment:		An	
Experience	of	Two	Friends	Traveling	in	the	Ministry”,	co-authored	by	Elaine	Emily	and	
Cathy	Walling.		It	will	be	available	in	our	Meeting	library.		The	current	Friends	Journal	
features	an	article	on	“Love	in	the	Belly	of	the	Beast”	by	Laura	Magnani.		This	is	adapted	
from	Laura’s	plenary	talk	at	the	Friends	General	Conference	Gathering	this	summer.		A	
photo	of	scattered	Strawberries	Judy	Lackey,	Ethan	Sorrelgreen	&	family	is	included	in	this	
September	issue,	too.		The	Palo	Alto	Meeting	Clerk	has	sent	the	form	for	the	official	transfer	
of	Frank	Satterwhite’s	membership	to	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting.		It	will	go	to	our	Meeting	
recorder,	Karen	Lin,	to	complete	the	membership	transfer	process.		The	Clerk	of	Congo	
Yearly	Meeting	(CYM)	sent	a	letter	thanking	Peter	and	Lynne	D’Angelo	for	their	Quaker	
presence,	during	an	August	2014	visit	with	a	Friendly	Folkdance	group.		This	ministry	was	
supportive	of	different	ethnic	groups	coming	together	through	dance	and	fellowship.		The	
CYM	Clerk	invited	Friends	to	come	visit,	and	also	invited	Meeting	to	join	them	as	partners	in	
finding	unity	within	diversity.	
		
The	Clerk	shared	a	letter	of	introduction	for	Paul	McCold	and	Beth	Rodman,	from	the	Clerk	
of	the	Olympia,	Washington	Friends	Meeting.		This	described	their	active	engagement	
among	Friends,	including	in	Olympia	Meeting,	and	commended	them	to	the	loving	care	of	
Strawberry	Creek	Meeting.		A	transfer	of	membership	request	was	received	from	Mariana	
Ruybalid	and	a	membership	request	from	Ragni	Larsen-Orta..		Both	were	referred	to	the	
Care	of	Meeting	committee.		The	clerk	noted	that	at	the	July	Meeting	for	Business	a	request	
was	received	from	Hannah	Mackinney	for	a	minute	of	sojourn	for	the	duration	of	time	she	
attends	the	Grass	Valley	Friends	Meeting	this	fall,	while	a	student	at	the	Woolman	Semester	
School.		This	minute	needs	to	be	approved	by	the	Meeting.		Several	Friends	shared	many	
ways	in	which	Hannah	has	been	actively	and	deeply	engaged	in	this	Meeting,	Quarterly	and	
Yearly	Meetings,	as	have	her	mother	and	grandmother	also.		Meeting	approved	a	minute	of	
sojourn	for	Hannah,	which	the	Clerk	will	now	write.		
	
Old	Business:	
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(Witness	Committee):		Job	Description	
(Susan	Strong)	Susan	highlighted	several	changes	incorporated	in	the	witness	committee’s	



new	job	description	since	its	presentation	at	the	May	Meeting	for	Business;	she	provided	
printed	copies	for	Friends	to	review.		After	considering	what	is	most	important	to	include,	
reflecting	on	how	calls	to	witness	may	arise	out	of	our	listening	for	the	movement	of	the	
Spirit,	and	fine-tuning	several	points,	Meeting	approved	this	job	description.		A	copy	of	the	
updated	version	will	be	sent	to	Amy	Dewey,	Meeting’s	web	coordinator.	
	
New	Business:	
	
Ad	Hoc	Naming	Committee	to	Name	the	Nominating	Committee		Nancy	reported	that	
Ralph	Murphy,	Philippa	Barron	and	Al	Thompson	are	able	and	ready	to	serve	as	the	ad	hoc	
naming	committee	to	name	the	nominating	committee,	if	so	approved	by	the	Meeting.		After	
settling	into	worship	to	consider	this	proposal,	Meeting	approved	these	Friends	to	serve	as	
the	Naming	Committee.	
	
Finance	Committee	(Richard	Leath)	Richard	reported	that	over	the	past	year	the	finance	
committee	has	been	considering	options	for	moving	Meeting’s	reserves	from	Mechanics	
Bank	CDs	(certificates	of	deposit)	to	other	banks/investments/loans.		Early	on,	committee	
members	agreed	that	they	would	like	to	see	our	money	used	for	good	in	the	world	and	that	
they	do	not	want	to	risk	losing	it.		More	specific	criteria	considered	included:		Green,	social	
benefit,	local,	liquidity,	and	the	amount	of	work	Meeting	would	need	to	do	to	monitor	the	
money.	
	
The	committee’s	research,	analysis	and	discernment	process	has	led	them	to	several	
recommendations:	
		*		that	Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	(SCMM)	move	funds	to	the	Self-Help	Federal	
Credit	Union.		(Its	interest	is	now	around	1.25%	with	a	$500	minimum	for	a	4-5	year	term,	
and	it	is	federally	insured.)		The	money	moved	would	be	part	of	our	reserves,	currently	
stored	in	Mechanics	Bank	CDs.		Of	the	$101,764	currently	in	Meeting	site	funds	we	would	
move	$98,000	to	the	Credit	Union	and	the	remaining	funds	would	be	kept	in	the	site	
contingency	fund	checking	account.	
		*	that	of	the	$52,697	currently	in	Meeting’s	general	funds,	the	sum	total	of	amounts	in	
special	funds	plus	about	$20,000	more	be	kept	in	the	general	fund	checking	account.			
This	leaves	$14,	849	available	to	move.		The	committee	would	like	to	consider	moving	more	
of	the	general	fund	to	the	Friends	Fiduciary’s	Green	Fund,	which	has	a	distribution	rate	of	
3.5%	this	year.		
		*	that	we	maintain	a	checking	account	for	day-to-day	banking	at	the	Mechanics	Bank,	
which	has	a	more	convenient	location	for	the	treasurer.			The	committee	may	propose	
moving	additional	funds	to	some	other	fund	or	bank	in	the	future.	
	
The	finance	committee	proposes	the	following	minutes	for	consideration	today:	
1.		SCMM	is	authorized	to	open	an	account	with	Friends	Fiduciary	and	to	invest	$5000	from	
the	Meeting’s	General	Fund	into	their	Green	Fund.		(This	authorization	is	needed	to	open	an	
account.)			
2.		SCMM	is	authorized	to	open	an	account	with	the	Self-Help	Federal	Credit	Union.		(The	
bank	does	not	require	this	authorization,	but	the	finance	committee	requests	it	from	their	
sense	of	process	and	good	order.)	
3.		SCMM	will	move	our	Site	Fund	CDs	into	accounts	at	the	Self-Help	Federal	Credit	Union.			
These	three	minutes	will	season	until	the	next	Meeting	for	Business.	
	



Friends	asked	several	questions.		Some	were	answered;	others	will	be	considered	further	by	
the	committee.		Who	would	be	authorized	to	open	a	new	account	will	be	clarified:		are	
individual	names	needed,	or	are	the	titles	of	the	roles	in	which	the	individuals	serve		
sufficient?		The	Clerk	thanked	the	finance	committee	for	its	work.		Further	questions	should	
be	brought	to	members	of	this	committee.	
	
Reports:	
	
Ad	Hoc	Committee	for	our	Intergenerational	Community	(Laura	Magnani)	Laura	
reported	that	this	ad	hoc	committee	will	be	ready	in	October	to	begin	a	four	month	series	of	
Sunday	sessions,	exploring	how	we	may	find	a	new	way	of	thinking	about	our	
intergenerational	community.		It	is	hoped	that	other	committees	will	take	up	planning	of	
subsequent	sessions,	with	topics	related	to	the	work	of	their	committees.		During	the	
summer	both	a	listening	meeting	and	a	parents’	meeting	were	held.		The	way	that	we	do	the	
teen	group	will	change,	since	some	of	our	teens	wish	to	attend	the	Meeting	for	Worship	
rather	than	have	a	separate	group	at	that	time.		Berkeley	Meeting	is	interested	in	having	a	
teen	group	together	with	Strawberry	Creek.		A	person	is	needed	to	lead	the	teen	group.		
Anyone	interested	in	this	role	is	asked	to	contact	any	member	of	the	ad	hoc	committee:		
Sherrin	Loyd,	Laura	Magnani,	Josh	Gallup,	Miftah	Leath,	Lee	Douglas,	or	Rick	Herbert.		In	
addition,	one	volunteer	is	needed	each	First	Day	to	work	with	the	primary	age	group	
children,	in	partnership	with	Josh	Gallup	and	Mary	White.			
	
The	Clerk	thanked	the	committee	for	its	work	to	date,	and	encouraged	Friends	to	help	
further	the	efforts	of	this	committee.	
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(Witness	Committee)	(Susan	Strong)	
Susan	reported	that	the	witness	committee	held	a	successful	and	handicap-accessible	
potluck	at	the	Youth	Spirit	Artworks	facility.		(A	donation	was	contributed	for	this	use.)		It	is	
planning	an	adult	ed	session	on	“witness”	November	16	and	on	“corporate	witness”	in	the	
spring	of	2015.		On	October	5	the	committee	is	supporting	Meeting’s	silent	auction	
fundraiser	for	the	FCLCA	(Friends	Committee	on	Legislation	of	California).		On	October	12	
there	will	be	a	fall	locavore	potluck	following	Meeting	for	Worship.			
	
A	Friend	mentioned	that	others	may	arrange	for	use	of	the	accessible	Youth	Spirit	Artworks’	
facility,	by	conferring	with	Sally	Hindman.		The	newly	remodeled	Berkeley	Meetinghouse	is	
an	additional	accessible	resource.	
	
Treasurer	(Richard	Leath)	Richard	provided	the	treasurer’s	report	for	the	period	from	
January	through	August	2014.		He	noted	that	this	year’s	income	to	date	is	$13,524.84.		Our	
annual	budget	is	$57,655.00.		Last	year	the	income	for	this	period	was	$16,099.10.		
Currently	there	is	$8,700.82	cash	in	the	bank,	which	is	the	lowest	such	balance	this	
treasurer	has	seen.		Meeting’s	expenses	occur	throughout	the	year,	so	it	is	helpful	when	
Friends	contribute	throughout	the	year	as	well.	
	
Pacific	Yearly	Meeting	(PYM)	Representative	(Stephen	McNeil)	Stephen	reported	on	the	
68th	session	of	PYM,	held	July	14-19,	2014	at	Walker	Creek	Ranch	in	Marin.		Several	changes	
to	how	Yearly	Meeting	was	conducted	led	to	a	sense	of	good	order	this	year.		Those	who	
rose	to	speak	were	called	on	as	“Friends”	to	be	more	inclusive.		(Calling	on	some	by	name	
could	lead	to	an	“inside”	group	known	to	the	clerk,	and	thus	their	opinions	might	have	
seemed	to	carry	more	weight.)		“Listening	sessions”	were	held	on	topics	needing	more	time	



than	was	available	in	plenary	sessions.		The	guest	speaker,	Jonathan	Vogel-Bourne,	
participated	throughout	the	annual	session.		His	keynote	talk	was	based	on	the	Biblical	
verse	“Your	Sons	and	Your	Daughters	will	Prophesy”.		Jonathan	called	us	to	name,	
encourage	and	live	out	our	prophetic	witness,	fulfill	our	divine	purpose,	dismantle	the	
domination	system,	tear	down	the	religion	of	empire,	and	build	alternative	communities	
that	bring	all	of	creation	home	to	the	unconditional	love	of	God.			
	
There	are	now	1,321	Friends	in	PYM;	Strawberry	Creek	is	the	largest	Meeting	with	99	
members.		The	Soledad	Worship	Group	at	Soledad	Prison	is	a	new	member	group	that	arose	
out	of	the	Alternatives	to	Violence	work	of	Friends.		The	Yearly	Meeting	changed	the	name	
of	the	Youth	Program	Coordinator	Supervisory	Committee	to	“Youth	Programs	
Coordinating	Committee”,	which	reflects	growth	and	stability	in	that	endeavor.		Whittier	
College	is	no	longer	hosting	our	archives,	so	minutes	should	not	be	sent	there	any	more.		
The	Yearly	Meeting	approved	having	the	Discipline	Committee	start	revising	our	Faith	&	
Practice.		The	PYM	Unity	with	Nature	Committee	asked	that	Meetings	take	up	divestment	
from	fossil	fuel	firms,	and	distributed	the	minute	from	our	Meeting	for	Friends’	
consideration.			
	
The	annual	assessment	will	be	$95	for	the	coming	year.		The	Registrars	reported	that	281	
attended	PYM	this	year,	up	from	252	in	2013.		There	was	a	call	for	applications	to	be	a	
contract	registration	service	for	next	year’s	session.		In	2015	the	session	will	again	be	at	
Walker	Creek	Ranch,	July	13-18.		Full	minutes	and	reports	are	now	available	at	
http://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/2014/2014-events/2014-annual-session/.		
	
First	Day	School	(FDS)	The	Clerk	clarified	the	question	raised	early	in	today’s	Meeting	
concerning	the	need	to	move	the	FDS	storage	cabinet.		Nancy	will	coordinate	with	
appropriate	Friends	to	make	certain	this	occurs	promptly.	
	
Announcements:	
	
A	silent	auction	Fundraiser	for	the	Friends	Committee	on	Legislation	of	California	(FCLCA)	
will	be	held	after	Meeting	on	October	5,	2014.	
	
The	Fall	Quarterly	Meeting	will	be	the	weekend	of	October	17-19,	2014	at	the	Sierra	Friends	
Center.	
	
Tom	Yamaguchi	stated	that	he	will	be	gathering	subscriptions	for	the	Western	Friend,	to	
submit	together	as	a	group	subscription.	
	
Susan	Burr	referred	Friends	to	page	181	in	Faith	and	Practice	for	a	description	of	Pacific	
Yearly	Meeting’s	Discipline	Committee.	
	
The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	at	12:00	noon	on	October	12,	2014	at	the	Berkeley	
Technology	Academy,	following	the	fall	Locavore	Potluck.	
	
Meeting	closed	with	worship	at	1:47	p.m.	
	
Submitted	by	Nancy	Wilkinson,	clerk,	Susan	Burr,	alternate	clerk,	and	Joyce	Samati,	
recording	clerk	
	


