
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,		March	9,	2014	

Minutes	
	

Meeting	opened	at	11:55	a.m.	with	silent	worship.		Nancy	Wilkinson	clerked	the	Meeting.		
Thirty-nine	Friends	were	present.		Sally	Hindman	shared	responses	from	the	Facilities	
Committee	to	the	Advices	and	Queries	on	Integrity	and	Personal	Conduct.		Friends	returned	
to	worship,	from	which	additional	ministry	arose.	
	
The	agenda	was	reviewed;	two	reports	were	added.		Minutes	for	the	February	9,	2014	
Meeting	for	Business	were	read	and	approved	with	the	inclusion	of	two	clarifications:		Tom	
Yamaguchi	presented	the	Quarterly	Meeting	report	in	the	absence	of	our	Meeting’s	
representative,	Rachel	Findley,	and	the	price	of	the	Uncommon	Grounds’	coffee	blend	
supporting	the	Woolman	Semester	is	$13.50	per	pound.	
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business: 	The	clerk	shared	messages	of	thanks	from	the	
Friends	Journal	and	the	Alternatives	to	Violence	Project	(AVP)	of	California	for	Meeting’s	
annual	donations	of	$150	each,	in	support	of	the	work	of	these	organizations.		Information	
received	about	the	Friends	General	Conference	Gathering	June	29	–	July	5,	2014	near	
Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania	will	be	posted.		A	letter	requesting	a	transfer	of	membership	to	
Strawberry	Creek	was	received	from	Frank	Satterwhite.	He	expressed	thanks	for	receiving	a	
warm	welcome	here	and	noted	that	he	has	sent	a	letter	concerning	this	request	to	the	clerk	
of	Palo	Alto	Meeting,	of	which	he	is	a	member.		A	request	for	membership	was	also	received	
from	Larissa	Keeler,	who	observed	that	she	has	now	been	attending	this	Meeting	for	about	a	
year	and	a	half.		Both	of	these	requests	were	referred	to	the	Care	of	Meeting	committee.		The	
clerk	reported	that	the	Berkeley	Unified	School	District	has	informed	us	that	this	site	will	be	
unavailable	for	our	use	between	June	13	and	August	27,	2014	due	to	a	summer	construction	
project.		She	has	appointed	an	ad	hoc	committee	to	locate	an	interim	Meeting	site;	its	
members	are	Richard	Leath,	Elizabeth	Strain	and	Philippa	Barron.		Ideas	for	potential	sites	
may	be	shared	with	any	of	these	committee	members	or	the	Meeting	clerk.		A	Friend	
mentioned	that	a	data	base	was	previously	created	for	this	purpose.	
	
Old	Business:			
	
Nominating	Committee	(Sarah	Hawthorne)	Sarah	noted	that	no	concerns	have	been	raised	
about	the	nomination	of	Sherrin	Loyd	to	serve	on	the	Care	of	Meeting	committee.		Meeting	
approved	her	nomination.		Similarly,	no	concern	was	expressed	regarding	the	nomination	of	
Al	Thompson	to	serve	on	the	Communications	Committee	as	the	web	coordinator.			Meeting	
approved	his	nomination.		Thanks	was	expressed	to	both	for	their	willingness	to	so	serve.	
	
Finance	Committee	(Shelley	Tanenbaum)	Shelley	stated	that	no	further	comments	were	
received	about	the	recommendation	brought	to	the	February	Meeting	for	Business	to	drop	
East	Bay	Sanctuary	Covenant	(EBSC)	from	the	list	of	Meeting’s	donation	recipients.		Meeting	
approved	this	change.			One	wording	change	was	made	to	the	revised	guidelines	for	our	
donations	to	organizations,	presented	last	month:		the	organizations	included	are	approved	
by	the	Meeting	for	Business.		Meeting	approved	the	full	guidelines’	statement,	which	also	
has	information	about	support	available	to	individuals	from	Meeting,	through	several	
special	funds.	
	
	



New	Business:	
	
Finance	Committee			(Shelley	Tanenbaum)	Shelley	reported	that	the	finance	committee	
recommends	increasing	Meeting’s	subsidy	for	the	annual	spring	retreat	by	$500	to	a	total	of	
$2500.		To	help	meet	the	needed	funding	for	the	retreat,	an	increased	contribution	of	about	
15%	per	individual	will	be	suggested.		Meeting	will	continue	its	policy	of	encouraging	
everyone	to	attend	who	would	like	to	do	so,	regardless	of	their	financial	contribution.		
These	recommendations	will	season	for	one	month.	
	
State	of	the	Meeting	Writing	Committee	(Beth	Wrightson)	Beth	offered	a	first	reading	of	
this	year’s	State	of	the	Meeting	Report.		The	ad	hoc	writing	committee	drew	from	Friends’	
reflections	shared	during	a	Listening	Meeting	in	January	as	well	as	additional	input	which	
was	provided.		Friends	made	several	suggestions	concerning	the	nature,	contents	and	
length	of	this	report.		Deep	appreciation	was	expressed	to	committee	members	Lydia	
Bryans,	Renee	Watkins,	and	Beth	Wrightson,	convener,	for	their	careful	and	thorough	work.		
They	will	review	suggested	changes,	and	bring	the	revised	report	to	the	April	Meeting	for	
Business	to	be	considered	for	approval.	
	
Site	Committee	(Jay	Smith)	Jay,	clerk	of	site	committee,	provided	a	background	summary	
of	the	work	of	this	committee	since	it	was	formed	in	2005.		It	was	then	charged	with	
researching	classes	of	potential	sites,	seeking	out	and	evaluating	potential	sites,	identifying	
potential	partners	in	using	and	financing	a	site,	and	also	managing	a	Site	Contingency	Fund	
which	was	set	up	at	the	same	time.		Over	the	years	more	than	forty	sites	were	visited,	many	
leads	followed	and	ideas	generated.		Two	possible	partners	were	reported	to	the	Meeting	
for	Business,	but	the	committee	did	not	find	unity	in	recommending	any	as	a	long-term	site	
for	the	Meeting.		This	year	committees	in	Meeting	were	surveyed	on	how	space	might	be	
used,	if	we	were	to	rent	a	space	that	accommodated	about	twenty	people.		Little	enthusiasm	
was	found	for	this	option.		At	the	Berkeley	Technology	Academy	we	currently	have	a	good	
deal	in	terms	of	cost,	space	and	accessibility.		It	would	require	a	clear	improvement	for	us	to	
move	from	this	site.		Since	the	site	committee’s	charge	to	investigate	potential	sites	and	
partners	has	been	fulfilled	without	success	in	identifying	either	a	site	or	a	partner,	and	it	
believes	that	there	is	no	longer	a	need	for	a	standing	site	committee	the	way	it	is	currently	
tasked,	the	site	committee	now	unites	in	recommending	that	the	committee	as	currently	
charged	be	laid	down.	
	
Sarah	Hawthorne,	clerk	of	nominating	committee,	noted	that	Jay	Smith	has	been	the	site	
committee	clerk	for	two	years,	and	he	is	willing	to	serve	as	its	clerk	again	next	year.		With	
the	exception	of	the	current	site	committee	clerk,	no	one	else	has	identified	site	committee	
as	a	first	choice	for	Meeting	service	during	the	coming	year.		It	is	possible	that	the	desire	to	
include	the	full	range	of	viewpoints	on	Meeting’s	acquisition	of	property	may	have	hindered	
the	committee’s	ability	to	come	to	unity	in	recommending	action.		The	nominating	
committee	has	requested	guidance	from	the	Care	of	Meeting	committee,	before	moving	
forward	in	seeking	nominees	to	serve	on	the	site	committee.	
	
Friends	reflected	on	beneficial	aspects	of	work	done	by	site	committee	through	the	years,	
several	perspectives	on	the	value	of	having	or	not	having	a	permanent	site,	fears	and	
longings	that	arise	in	considerations	of	sites,	some	experiences	of	other	Meetings	within	
Pacific	Yearly	Meeting	in	obtaining	a	site,	and	the	deep-rooted	wish	to	keep	our	Meeting’s	
spiritual	health	and	vitality	central	throughout	the	exploration	of	site	possibilities.	
	



Nancy,	our	Meeting	Clerk,	referred	the	site	committee’s	recommendation	it	be	laid	down	to	
the	Care	of	Meeting	(CoM)	committee	for	further	discernment.		Friends	are	invited	to	talk	
with	Nancy	or	any	member	of	the	CoM	committee	about	this	matter.	
	
Reports:	
	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee	(CoM)	(Barb	Tittle)	Barb	reported	that	she,	Margaret	Sorrel	
and	Carl	Magruder	met	as	a	clearness	committee	with	Hannah	Mackinney	twice	in	February	
to	consider	Hannah’s	request	for	membership	in	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting.		Barb	shared	
experiences	and	insights	that	have	led	Hannah	to	this	point,	as	well	as	wishes	Hannah	has	
for	her	continuing	spiritual	journey.		The	CoM	committee	unites	with	the	clearness	
committee	in	recommending	that	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting	approve	Hannah’s	
membership	request.		This	will	season	for	one	month.	
	
Finance	Committee	(Shelley	Tanenbaum)	Shelley	stated	that	the	finance	committee	will	be	
considering	the	report	given	by	the	site	committee	in	today’s	meeting,	the	discussion	which	
it	generated,	and	the	appropriate	disposition	of	the	Site	Contingency	Fund	in	particular.		
The	committee	will	also	confer	with	the	CoM	committee	about	this	matter.		In	addition,	
Shelley	noted	that	the	finance	committee	is	continuing	to	talk	with	both	Friends	House	and	
the	Sierra	Friends	Center	about	the	possibility	of	making	a	loan	to	either	or	both	of	them;	
this	is	related	to	the	committee’s	exploration	of	opportunities	for	reinvestments	in	line	with	
our	values.	
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(Witness	Committee)	(Shelley	
Tanenbaum)	Shelley	noted	that	on	March	30	there	will	be	an	after-Meeting	program	
sponsored	by	the	witness	committee	on	Divestment	from	Fossil	Fuels	and	Investment	in	
Community	Options.		This	committee	is	currently	looking	at	minutes	and	epistles	on	the	
topic	of	divestment	which	have	been	written	by	other	Meetings.		All	are	invited	to	attend	the	
witness	committee’s	meetings,	held	regularly	on	fourth	Sundays.		The	committee	is	now	
working	on	revising	its	job	description,	last	revised	7-8	years	ago.		It	is	also	working	on	the	
grant	application	for	the	dime-a-gallon	project.		Noting	that	no	grants	have	been	made	in	the	
last	year,	the	committee	encourages	Friends	to	remember	that	these	are	available	and	
invites	the	submission	of	applications	for	projects	which	meet	the	criteria.			Next	Sunday,	
March	16,	the	witness	committee	is	sponsoring	an	after-Meeting	program	on	the	setting	of	
priorities	for	the	Friends	Committee	on	National	Legislation	(FCNL)	for	the	next	session	of	
Congress.			
	
Pacific	Yearly	Meeting	Representative	(Stephen	McNeil)	Stephen	will	give	his	report		at	
the	next	Meeting	for	Business,	due	to	the	lateness	of	the	hour	today.	
	
First	Day	School	Committee	(Miftah	Leath)	Miftah	reported	that	on	Saturday,	March	29,	
2014	young	people	and	all	interested	F/friends	in	Meeting	will	have	the	opportunity	to	join	
in	a	service	project	to	support	Camping	Unlimited	for	developmentally	disabled	adults.		
Both	those	who	would	like	to	help	serve	the	annual	spaghetti	dinner	and	those	wishing	to	
attend	as	diners	are	invited.		This	fundraiser	provides	needed	camperships,	allowing	more	
participants	to	experience	the	many	benefits	of	camping.	
	
Ad	Hoc	Retreat	Committee	(Shelley	Tanenbaum)	Shelley	encouraged	everyone	to	plan	to	
come	to	the	Meeting’s	retreat,	to	be	held	May	2-4,	2014	amidst	the	beautiful	redwoods	of	
Ben	Lomond	Quaker	Center.		The	whole	site	has	been	reserved	for	our	use	this	year.		The	



committee	is	looking	for	a	couple	of	people	to	provide	childcare,	at	least	one	of	whom	needs	
to	be	age	18	or	older.		Since	she	needs	to	be	away	during	April,	Shelley	noted	that	James	
Hosley	will	be	accepting	registration	forms,	Nancy	Wilkinson	making	announcements	after	
Meeting	and	Margaret	Schneider	coordinating	lodging	assignments	for	the	retreat.			
	
Announcements:	
	
Tom	Yamaguchi	invited	Friends	to	join	him	on	April	6,	2014	for	the	Berkeley	CROP	Hunger	
Walk;	the	Berkeley	Food	Pantry	is	one	of	the	beneficiaries	of	this	fundraiser.		Tom	welcomes	
fellow	walkers	and	supporters.		
	
The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	held	on	April	13,	2014	at	the	Berkeley	Technology	
Academy,	following	the	spring	locavore	potluck.	
	
Meeting	closed	with	worship	at	2:20	p.m.	
	
Submitted	by	Nancy	Wilkinson,	clerk,	Ralph	Murphy,	alternate	clerk,	and	Joyce	Samati,	
recording	clerk	
	


