Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, November 8, 2009
Minutes

The meeting opened at 11:50 a.m. with silent worship. Katherine Youngmeister clerked the meeting.
Twenty-eight Friends were present.

Charlie Blanchard read the reflections of the Care of the Meeting Committee on the advices and queries
on Personal Relationships. The Committee had concerns about reading the advices on sexual and other
abuse during Meeting for Worship, particularly if children are attending. The Committee decided that the
advices and queries on Home and Family of the 1985 edition of Faith and Practice were more appropriate
for reading with children present. However, some on the Committee felt that the 1985 advices and
queries were outdated in some respects. A discussion occurred about future use of the advices. The
Meeting asked the Committee to forward its reflections to the Pacific Yearly Meeting Discipline
Committee with a cover letter explaining our meeting’s particular concern in that we have a practice of
reading the advices in Meeting for Worship. The letter should ask the Discipline Committee if they are
aware of other meetings’ experiences with these advices. The Meeting also asked the Care of the Meeting
Committee make a recommendation, in consultation with the Worship and Ministry Committee (if
necessary), on how the Meeting should use these advices in the future.

The minutes of the October 11, 2009 Meeting for Business were read and approved without correction.
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence

The Clerk expressed thanks to Susan Burr and Joyce Samati for being acting clerk and acting alternate
clerk for the past two business meetings.

The Clerk has drafted a letter responding to Gregory Smith, a San Quentin death row inmate who
requested pen pals and information on Quakers.

A Berkeley Technology Academy teacher has requested help with teaching students to knit. She needs
knitting needles for her students. The Meeting approved the purchase of the needles out the Other
Administrative Expense budget line.

Old Business

Nominations (Nominating Committee) (Nancy Wilkinson) The Committee has received no concerns
about the nominations of Carl Magruder and Eduardo Martinez to serve on the Facilities Committee.

The Meeting approved the nominations.

New Business

Nominations to the Nominating Committee (Naming Committee) (Tom Yamaguchi) The Committee

nominates the following to the Nominating Committee: Nancy Wilkinson, Clerk, Laura Boles, James
Hosley, Robin Standish and Jed Appelman. Their nominations will season for one month.



Reports

First Day School Committee (Jay Smith) The composition of the First Day School is different this
year. There are about 9 children in the nursery. There are 3 to 4 children in the primary group regularly
attending out of a potential 15. The Committee has decided it is not necessary to find another committee
member for this group. Help is still needed for the teen group. The Committee is considering using
DVDs which raise questions of interest to teens and announcing them so that teens will know what will
be presented at any given meeting. The Committee is still planning to bring children to Meeting for
Worship the first First Day of the month so that they can hear the Advices and Queries and discuss them
afterwards in First Day School with their parents and teachers.

Treasurer (Beth Wrightson) An Income and Expense Statement and a Balance Sheet as of October 31,
2009 were distributed. The Meeting has spent about $10,000 more than it has received in donations.
Friends are requested to make their annual donations as soon as possible so that we will not be faced with
a yearend deficit.

Finance Committee (Renee Watkins) A proposed budget for 2010 was distributed. It proposes
expenses of about $50,000. It includes the sum of $38 per member as our voluntary contribution in
support of the Pacific Yearly Meeting Youth Program Coordinator position. The average contribution for
members and contributing attenders would be $500 per year, an increase from last year’s $450. The
Committee will be reviewing our donations to other organizations and would appreciate comments. One
Friend suggested that a fund should be set up to provide support to students attending Quaker schools.
The budget will season for one month. Friends with concerns should contact a member of the Finance
Committee.

Care of the Meeting Committee (Charlie Blanchard) The membership transfer request of Sally
Hindman is in process. The Committee asks that Friends with music or story telling ability consider
becoming part of the Holiday Event program to be held December 5, 2009. The next Clerks’” Workshop
will be held January 23, 2010. Our committee structure and the difficulty filling positions in the Meeting
will be discussed.

Nominating Committee (Nancy Wilkinson) There is a position still open on the Loaves and Fishes
Committee. There are two positions open on the Retreat Committee which needs a person with computer
skills who can help with registration.

Announcements

The Fall graduation of the Woolman Semester will be held December 19, 2009.

The Holiday Event will be held December 5, 2009. Hospitality Committee has signup sheets for setup
and cleanup.

There will be a baby welcoming on November 29, 2009.

The next Business Meeting will be held on December 13, 2009 at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley Technology
Academy.

The meeting closed at 1:30 p.m. with silent worship.



Submitted by: Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk; Susan Burr, Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, Recording
Clerk



