
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, First Day, January 13, 2008

Minutes
 
The meeting opened at 12:10 p.m. with silent worship, Larry Strain clerked.  Forty 
Friends were present.  Anne Maiden Brown read reflections of the Mutual Care 
Committee on the Advices & Queries on The Meeting for Worship for Business.
 
Minutes of the December 9, 2007 Meeting for Business were approved with two 
corrections:

1.   Under New Business, Finance Committee:  The last paragraph, first sentence, should 
read “
The meeting requested to establish relationships with additional institutions while taking 
account of the social and environmental impacts of institutions under consideration as 
candidates for our investment.” 
2.   Under Reports, Adult Education: “Exploring the Heart of Quakerism” will begin on 
January 29, 2008.

Correspondence & Clerk’s Business

The custodian received the gift certificate to Berkeley Bowl approved by the meeting as 
appreciation for his work.

The officers have almost completed the State and Federal tax exemption forms, and plan 
to submit them this month.

The State of the Meeting will be held on February 3, 2008.  If you have any concerns or 
input for the upcoming State of the Meeting, please contact the newly formed committee: 
Heather Alden, Charlie Blanchard, and Amy Clark.

Old Business

Finance Committee (Peter Trueblood):  Last month, the meeting approved the meeting’s 
2008 budget without Adult Education’s budget because of the cost of a projector.  Adult 
Education Committee has found a projector called Projector Optima 708, which is 
compatible with a lab top and costs $650.00.  The projector would be used for 
presentations held by Adult Education Committee, and shared with Peace, Earthcare and 
Social Witness Committee and other committees.  After some discussion, the meeting 
approved Adult Education’s 2008 budget of $950.00, which includes the budget for the 
projector.  The meeting asked Adult Education to return to meeting with a 
recommendation for storage and training for use of the projector.



Nominating Committee (John McCarthy): After no concerns being raised, the meeting 
approved the following nominations: Pam Calvert to serve on Facilities Committee; Rick 
Herbert to serve as Clerk of Electronic Communication and Resources Committee; and 
Stephen McNeil as Pacific Yearly Meeting Observer.

Safety Committee (Jay Roger Smith): The Safety Committee made up of Susan Burr, 
Jay Roger Smith, and Larry Strain submitted the following suggestions to the meeting 
concerning safety:

1. During Business Meeting, no other meetings should meet and the gate will be 
closed after coffee hour.

2. During Business Meeting, the meeting should use a two way communicator 
between those who are with the children and the Clerk or someone in Meeting for 
Business.  A special cell phone would be left on during Meeting for Business for 
emergency calls from those who are caring for the children.

3. Childcare should be held in the Art Room.  Any after-meeting activities, like 
Adult Education, should be held in the room next to where childcare is provided.

First Day Committee will hold a special meeting concerning safety; all are invited to 
attend.

During discussion of the recommendations, several more ideas arose: (1) the Business 
Meeting should be conducted in a circle instead of having individuals face away from the 
doors as it is currently. (2) Create a rotation schedule for individuals to be called to assist 
the meeting’s childcare provider during Business Meeting.

The Safety Committee will bring back a final proposal to the Business Meeting after the 
special meeting.

New Business

Nominating Committee (John McCarthy):  The name of Jay Cash was presented to the 
meeting for service on the Adult Education Committee.  The committee believes Jay 
Cash, as a new attender, will bring a unique perspective on teaching Quakerism.  The 
nomination will season for one month.

Finance Committee (Peter Trueblood):  The meeting amended and approved the 
following minute submitted by the Finance Committee: 

The Meeting approves establishing, in addition to Mechanics Bank, a banking 
relationship with Shore Bank Pacific and to open checking, saving, and CD accounts as 
needed to manage Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting’s assets.

As with the accounts at Mechanics Bank, transactions shall require one signature.  The 



signatories on any such account shall be the Clerk, the Treasurer and the Finance 
Committee Clerk.  The Recording Clerk shall be authorized to sign any certification of 
signatories required by the investment entity and to certify the adoption of the minute 
implementing this recommendation.

Treasurer’s Report (Ralph Murphy):  The meeting’s Balance Sheet as of December 31, 
2007 and Income and Expense Report were submitted to the meeting.  The meeting ended 
the 2007 year with $3,000 more than spent.  The amount of $1200 was transferred from 
the General Fund Sharing Fund expense line to the Sharing Fund Reserve on December 
31, 2007.  The Site Contingency Fund totals $39,500.00 as letters of intent and 
conditional pledges.

Reports

Site Committee (Katherine Youngmeister):  The committee comprising of Philippa 
Barron, Dick Strong, and Katherine Youngmeister have been introduced to the meeting’s 
realtors.  Site Committee is seeking help with the program “mail merge.”

Care of the Meeting (Susan Burr):  Heather Alden has begun meeting with her 
membership committee: Elsa Glines, convener; Ted Obbard, and Carl Anderson.

Care of the Meeting Committee has created a two page, double-sided, summarization of 
the meeting’s committees in hopes of assisting people to fully participate in the life of the 
meeting.

Vanessa Julye will be visiting with her concern on racism within the Society of Friends 
on February 22-23, 2008.  Her visit is being supported by Strawberry Creek Monthly 
Meeting, Berkeley Monthly Meeting, Berkeley Friends Church, and San Francisco 
Monthly Meeting.  Vanessa Julye will also have a special event for Friends of Color.  
More details will be in the February 2008 newsletter.

Hospitality Committee (Joyce Samati):  The committee thanks all those who helped 
with the Holiday Party.  Concern was voiced that the Holiday Party conflicted with the 
Woolman Semester’s graduation ceremony.

“Friendly Sevens” will be reintroduced on Saturday, March 1, 2008 and Sunday, March 
2, 2008.  Please sign-up for either or both.  Depending on the popularity, the committee 
hopes to continue the “Friendly Sevens” on a set day during the week.

The committee thanks the meeting for assisting with the winter “locavore” potluck.  The 
spring “locavore,” potluck will be in April.  If you have dishes at the meeting, please take 
them home.

Worship and Ministry (Kathy Barnhart):  An “anchoring committee” has been formed 



for Rachel Findley; she has been invited to lead a Bible study at Canadian Yearly Meeting 
in July of 2008.

The committee is forming the Traveling Ministry Support Fund.  A letter has been sent to 
Friends General Conference requesting ideas and examples of other meetings’ traveling 
ministry funds.  The committee hopes to bring a recommendation for the fund to the 
meeting at the February Business Meeting.

Peace, Earthcare & Social Witness (Shelley Tannenbaum):  The next committee 
meeting will be on January 24, 2008 to discuss the future of the “Dime-A-Gallon” fund.

The committee reported that there was a small presence from our meeting at the anti-
torture demonstration at the Berkeley Bart Station on January 11, 2008.

The committee is planning a silent auction for Friends Committee on Legislation on 
January 27, 2008.

The Earthcare Practice Circles are continuing to the next phase with a group forming to 
tackle the subject of dealing with waste.

The meeting will be hosting Louis Cox and Ruah Swennerfelt during their brief visit as a 
part of their walk for Quaker Earthcare witness.  They will be worshiping with the 
meeting on March 2, 2008, and then will be giving a talk at Berkeley Monthly Meeting 
later in the afternoon.

Announcements

If you contribute to the Woolman Scholarship Fund before January 31, 2008, your 
contribution will be matched.  Katja Samati has an article in the new Woolman 
Newsletter.

The next newsletter deadline is on January 27, 2008.  The meeting’s calendar is now 
posted on the meeting’s website.  If you see an available date on the website, please 
contact Tom Yamaguchi.

The meeting closed at 1:45 p.m. with silent worship.

Respectfully submitted: Larry Strain, Clerk; Leonard Joy, Alternate Clerk; and Dharma 
Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk.


