
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, First Day, March 9, 2008 
Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 11:58 a.m. with silent worship, Larry Strain clerked.  Forty-two 
Friends were present.  Darcy Stanley read reflections of the Hospitality and Loaves & 
Fishes Committees on the Advices & Queries on Stewardship and Vocation. 
 
Minutes of the February 10, 2008 Meeting for Business were approved with two 
corrections: 
 
1.  Under Reports; Peace, Earthcare & Social Witness: Louis Cox and Ruah Swennerfelt 
will join the send-off event on March 2, 2008 at San Francisco Monthly Meeting for 
Rolene Walker who will be walking from San Diego, California to Santiago, Chile. 
 
2.  Under Reports; Pacific Yearly Meeting Report: The youth coordinator position and 
the children's program have not been approved, but are under consideration and will be 
discussed further. 
 
Correspondence & Clerk's Business 
 
The meeting's spring retreat will be held on May 3, 2008 at the Headlands Institute in the 
Marin Headlands.  The meeting should begin planning carpools and alternative methods 
of transportation for those attending the event. 
 
Kenneth Leonard has requested transfer of his membership to Adelphi meeting. 
 
The clerk received the Certificate of Transfer back from France Yearly Meeting 
confirming that Susan McAlpine's transfer of membership has been completed. The 
Certificate of Transfer was given to the Recording Clerk. 
 
The clerk read some of the messages from the Meetings that received 
Elaine Emily's ministry during her travels in Australia after Australia Yearly Meeting. 
 
Old Business 
 
Nominating Committee (John McCarthy):  The following nominations were approved: 
Sara Wolcott to serve on Adult Education Committee; Ted Obbard to serve on Mutual 
Care Committee; and Jim Otis to serve on Loaves and Fishes Committee. 
 
Worship and Ministry (Kathy Barnhart):  The creation of the Travel Ministry Fund 
was approved. 
 
First Day & Safety Committees (Jay Smith):  An update on safety recommendations 
during after-meeting activities: 



Two people will be with the children during Adult Education programs, Business 
Meeting, or an after-meeting event. The First Day School Committee Clerk will go 
through the directory to find someone to serve as the second person to be present with the 
children during after meeting activities. 
 
The Facilities committee will close the gates after coffee hour. 
 
Committees meeting after coffee hour should hold meetings in areas that will give them 
an unobstructed view of the children. 
 
The seats for the Business Meeting are being arranged, so that more eyes can view the 
courtyard. 
 
The committees request that the meeting move forward on obtaining a walkie-talkie or 
cell phone device that would be used by the childcare provider. 
 
The committee plans to speak to committee clerks to ensure that the committees 
understand their role in child safety.  Guidelines for safety during after meeting activities 
will be posted on the bulletin board and the meeting's website. 
 
New Business 
 
Worship & Ministry (Kathy Barnhart):  Following the firing and subsequent rehiring 
of Marianne Kearny Brown, Meeting approved a minute instructing the Clerk and the 
Clerk of the Worship and Ministry Committee to write a letter to local newspapers 
clarifying Friends beliefs and testimonies.  The letter will be brought to the next Meeting 
for Business. 
 
Reports 
 
Hospitality Committee (Joyce Samati):  There were three recent gatherings of 
"Friendly Sevens".  If you have any feedback about these "Friendly Sevens" gatherings, 
please speak to Joyce Samati. 
 
The next "Locavore" potluck will be on April 13, 2008, sponsored by Loaves and Fishes 
Committee, Hospitality Committee, and Peace Earthcare, and Social Witness Committee.  
Please take your dishes home. 
 
Pacific Yearly Meeting Report (Lisa Hubbell):  A brief report was given for Pacific 
Yearly Meeting Representatives Committee, meeting held in Visalia on March 1 through 
2, 2008.  Elaine Emily's letter of introduction was read, with some of the endorsements. 
Pacific Yearly Meeting will consider the ecological footprint of travel and attendance of 
all representatives when seasoning and making recommendations of future nominations. 
Ministry and Oversight has proposed that their name be changed to Ministry and Council. 



The proposed children's program coordinator would cost the yearly meeting $50,000.  
The assessment would break down to $33.00 per person per meeting.  The Religious 
Education Committee brought a proposal for Pacific Yearly Meeting to join Friends 
General Conference, noting the high level of participation of meetings and individuals at 
the yearly gatherings. Pacific Yearly Meeting will ask monthly and quarterly meetings to 
season this recommendation.  Pacific Yearly Meeting will be held at Walker Creek from 
July 28 to August 2, 2008, and intergenerational activities will be planned. 
 
Care of the Meeting (Susan Burr):  Heather Alden's clearness committee (comprising 
of Elsa Glines, Ted Obbard, and Carl Anderson) presented their report recommending her 
membership.  The meeting will season Heather Alden's membership for one month. 
 
Many individuals from the meeting attended events held for Vanessa Julye's ministry on 
racism.  There were nine Strawberries who attended the all-day Saturday workshop, and 
the nine have decided to form an ad-hoc group to assist Care of the Meeting in addressing 
the issue of racism within the Society of Friends.  Prior to Vanessa Julye's visit, the 
committee decided that half of its yearly budget would be given to help fund her visit. 
 
The next Clerks' Meeting will be held at Larry and Elizabeth Strain's home on March 15, 
2008. 
 
The next new-comers brunch will be held at Peter and Lynn D'Angelo's home on April 6, 
2008.  If you have never attended a new-comers brunch, please sign-up with Susan Burr. 
 
Worship and Ministry (Kathy Barnhart):  An anchoring committee has been formed 
for Darcy Stanley.  Darcy Stanley has a witness to join Rolene Walker in Mexico City 
and walk with her to Santiago, Chili for environmental awareness.  Darcy is attempting to 
obtain a $3,000 grant from the Pickett Foundation for the walk, but will be seeking more 
funds from other sources. 
 
Treasures Report (Peter Trueblood):  The Income and Expenditure Report was 
presented to the meeting.  Over the last two months the meeting took in $3,000, and spent 
$7,000.  The high expenditure rate at this time of year is typical due to payment of the 
assessment fees for Pacific Yearly Meeting and College Park Quarterly Meeting.  
However, this causes the meeting to run on a deficit for the rest of the fiscal year.  The 
Finance Committee encourages members and attenders to donate throughout the year 
instead of waiting until December to donate. 
 
Peace Earthcare & Social Witness (Shelly Tannenbaum):  Friends Committee on 
National Legislation (FCNL) has invited meetings to participate in their bi-annual 
legislation priorities planning.  Meetings have until April 30, 2008 to submit responses.  
A special meeting will be planned to discuss FCNL's legislation priorities. The committee 
requests that individuals give their ideas to Shelley Tanenbaum, and/or attend the next 
committee's meeting which will be held on the fourth Sunday of March. 
 



Announcements 
 
Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL)'s next Faith Based Lobby Day will be in 
Sacramento, California on May 13, 2008. 
 
A gathering about Sierra Friends Center's Summer Camp will be held at Peter and Cindy 
Trueblood's home from 2 to 4 p.m. on April 13, 2008. 
 
The 50th anniversary of the formation of the College Park Friends 
Education Association will be celebrated on August 9, 2008 at the Sierra Friends Center. 
 
The two paid teenagers we use for childcare will not be able to continue to work for us on 
Sundays. The meeting's members and attenders will be asked to assist in childcare until a 
permanent solution can be reached. If you know a person who is interested in working as 
a childcare provider on Sunday mornings, please contact Miftah Leath. 
 
A Friend asked that we contact our politicians about the planned park closures due to 
state budget cuts. 
 
The next Business Meeting will be on April 13, 2008 with a "locavore" lunch held before 
hand at Berkeley Technology Academy. 
 
The meeting closed at 1:45 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Respectfully submitted: Larry Strain, Clerk; Leonard Joy, Alternate Clerk; and Dharma 
Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk. 
 


