
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, July 12, 2009 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship.  Katherine Youngmeister clerked the meeting.  
Twenty-eight Friends were present.   Chris Christian read the reflections of the Facilities Committee on 
the Advices and Queries on Social and Civic Responsibility.   
 
The minutes of the June 14, 2009 Meeting for Business were read and approved without correction.  
 
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence 
 
Jay Smith reported that he will be following up with Victor Diaz, the principal at the Berkeley 
Technology Academy, on ways our Meeting can assist in holding a Day of Wellness for the teachers.  
Rhea Farley and Deborah Marks volunteered to help Jay. 
 
The Meeting has received an email from Neil Fullager of San Francisco Meeting asking friends to contact 
him if they wish to hold a memorial meeting for Bonnie Tinker in the Bay Area.  [Subsequent to the 
Business Meeting, it was announced that the memorial meeting will be held Saturday, July 25 at 11 am at 
the San Francisco Meeting meetinghouse.] 
 
Nominations for the Naming Committee will be brought to, and approved at, the September Business 
Meeting.  The Clerk asked for suggestions of Friends who might serve and for volunteers.  There will be a 
brief called Business Meeting after Meeting for Worship on August 30, 2009 to hear the nominations.  
They will season until the September Business Meeting. 
 
Old Business 
 
Membership Request of Dann Naseemullah (Care of the Meeting Committee) (Charlie Blanchard) 
The request for membership by Dann Naseemullah has seasoned for one month.  The committee has 
heard no concerns about the request.  The Meeting approved Dann’s request for membership.  His 
welcoming committee will be Joyce Samati (Convener), Katherine Youngmeister, and Rhea Farley. 
 
Membership Transfer Request of  Marianne Kearney-Brown (Care of the Meeting Committee) 
(Charlie Blanchard) The report of the visiting committee for Marianne Kearney-Brown was read.  The 
committee and the Care of the Meeting Committee recommend approval of her request to transfer her 
membership to our meeting.  The request will season for one month. 
 
Quaker Schools and Colleges Scholarship Requests (Care of the Meeting Committee)(Charlie 
Blanchard)  A request from Woolman Semester for donations to its scholarship fund to assist a student 
from Oakland who attended the Semester this Spring was referred to the Committee.  There are currently 
no Meeting funds available to make such a donation.  In 2003 the Meeting set up a Quaker School and 
College Fund.  This Fund was endowed by some members of the Meeting.  However, with permission of 
the donors, the principal of the fund was subsequently used by the Meeting for scholarship requests. 
There is currently no money in the Fund.  The Committee will be bringing to the Meeting a 
recommendation concerning the Fund. 
 



In the meantime, the Committee recommends that members of the Meeting consider making a donation to 
the Woolman Semester scholarship fund with the request that the money be used to help students such as 
the one from Oakland who has requested help. 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee) (Jim Otis) The Committee has received no concerns about the 
nomination of Heather Alden to serve as a member of the Site Committee.   The Meeting approved the 
nomination. 
 
New Business 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee) (Jim Otis) The Committee nominates Cheryl Christian to serve 
as Newsletter Editor.  Her nomination will season for one month.  
 
Tristan Anderson Letter (Peace Earthcare & Social Witness Committee)(Susan Strong) Tristan 
Anderson was seriously injured when he was shot in the head by a tear gas canister while participating in 
a non-violent demonstration protesting a separation barrier being erected through the village of Ni’lin, 
Israel.  Tristan is the son of a Grass Valley Meeting member and that Meeting has asked us to write a 
letter to U.S. officials urging them to ask the Israeli Government to take full responsibility for the 
incident.   
 
A draft of such a letter was read.  Friends expressed support for such a letter and made suggestions for 
improvement on the wording.  Several Friends told the Meeting of their long standing acquaintance and 
appreciation for Tristan.  Because of the months which have elapsed since the letter was first requested, it 
was suggested to contact Grass Valley Meeting to see if any modification to the letter should be made. To 
keep the letter timely and effective, the Meeting authorized the Committee, without further approval by 
the Meeting, to send the letter on its behalf incorporating the changes suggested by the Meeting and by 
Grass Valley Meeting. 
 
Reports 
 
Treasurer (Beth Wrightson) An Income and Expense Report and a Balance Sheet as of June 30, 2009 
were distributed.  Beth noted that the Meeting had expended about $10,000 more than income received.  
She urged Friends to consider making their annual donation now rather than at the end of the year.   
 
Announcements 
 
The Clerk noted that a Fall Retreat is being planned, tentatively in October. 
 
The next regular Business Meeting will be held on September 13, 2009 at 11:50 p.m. at the Berkeley 
Technology Academy.  There will be a called Business Meeting on August 30, 2009 after Meeting for 
Worship to hear the nominations to the Naming Committee. 
 
The meeting closed at 2:10 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk;   Susan Burr, Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, 
Recording Clerk 


