
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,		May	11,	2014	

Minutes	
	
Meeting	opened	at	11:55	a.m.	with	silent	worship.		Nancy	Wilkinson	clerked	the	Meeting.		
Thirty-one	Friends	were	present.		Susan	Strong	shared	responses	from	the	Peace,	Earthcare	
and	Social	Witness	Committee	to	the	Advices	and	Queries	on	“The	Meeting	Community”.		
Friends	returned	to	worship,	to	consider	these	further.	
	
The	agenda	was	reviewed;	one	report	was	added.		Minutes	for	the	April	13,	2014	Meeting	
for	Business	were	read	and	approved	with	one	correction:		in	the	reference	to	the	revised	
Dime-A-Gallon	Fund	grant	application	guidelines,	it	was	noted	that	these	will	be	available	
on	the	new	Dime-A-Gallon	website.	
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:		The	clerk	expressed	gratitude	to	all	who	helped	
make	possible	the	wonderful	Meeting	retreat	last	weekend.		A	thank	you	was	received	from	
Ben	Lomond	Quaker	Center	(BLQC)	for	Meeting’s	annual	donation	of	$170.		Bob	and	Kathy	
Runyan,	co-directors	of	BLQC,	noted	that	they	are	now	accepting	invitations	to	provide	
“Quaker	Center	on	the	Road”	programs.		A	certificate	of	transfer	for	Frank	Satterwhite	was	
received	from	George	Mills,	co-clerk	of	Palo	Alto	Friends	Meeting,	who	stated	that	no	
obstruction	has	been	found	to	Frank’s	requested	transfer	of	membership	to	Strawberry	
Creek	Meeting.		A	letter	requesting	transfer	of	membership	from	Berkeley	Meeting	to	
Strawberry	Creek	was	received	from	Catya	de	Neergaard.		This	was	referred	to	the	Care	of	
Meeting	Committee.		The	Clerk	reported	that	Strawberry	Creek’s	use	of	the	Live	Oak	Park	
Community	Center	has	been	confirmed,	for	Meeting	for	Worship	on	all	Sundays	from	June	
22	through	August	31,	2014.		Worship	and	Ministry	Committee	is	continuing	to	explore	
options	for	Meeting	site	use	on	June	15,	2014.	
	
Old	Business:	
	
Slate	of	Nominees	for	2014-2015	(Sarah	Hawthorne)	Sarah	reported	that	no	concerns	
were	brought	to	the	nominating	committee,	regarding	the	slate	of	individuals	nominated	to	
serve	from	June	1,	2014	–	May	31,	2015.		Meeting	approved	the	full	slate,	as	presented	last	
month.		Sarah	also	noted	that	no	names	have	been	brought	forward	yet,	to	serve	on	either	
the	First	Day	School	or	Site	Committee.		Discernment	is	continuing	for	each	of	these	
committees.		Meeting	thanked	nominating	committee	for	its	extensive	work.	
	
New	Business:	
	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee	(Sarah	Hawthorne)	Sarah	invited	Charlie	Blanchard	to	share	a	
report	from	the	clearness	committee	which	met	with	Frank	Satterwhite	to	consider	his	
request	for	transfer	of	membership.		The	committee	consisted	of	Sarah	Hawthorne,	
convener,	Charlie	Blanchard,	and	Richard	Leath.		Care	of	Meeting	Committee	is	in	unity	in	
recommending	that	Frank’s	membership	transfer	be	approved.		This	will	season	for	one	
month.		All	in	Meeting	are	encouraged	to	take	this	opportunity	to	get	to	know	Frank.		
Friends	suggested	that	Care	of	Meeting	consider	including	this	report	in	the	Meeting	
newsletter,	provided	that	Frank	is	at	ease	with	our	doing	so.	
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(Witness	Committee)	(Susan	Strong)	
Susan	reviewed	many	examples	of	the	kinds	of	things	the	witness	committee	has	done	in	



2013	and	2014,	and	then	presented	the	committee’s	revised	job	description.		This	
committee’s	primary	function	is	to	facilitate	Strawberry	Creek’s	public	witness	for	peace,	
justice,	and	environmental	concerns.		Friends’	peace	testimony,	which	speaks	to	eradicating	
the	causes	of	war,	is	used	as	a	guide.		In	addition,	the	committee	serves	the	meeting	as	a	
center	where	concerns	and	leadings	for	witness	are	generated,	aired,	and	seasoned	through	
a	process	of	discernment.		Many	specific	responsibilities	are	included	in	the	job	description,	
which	will	be	seasoned	for	the	coming	month.		While	the	committee	is	sometimes	referred	
to	as	the	“witness	committee”,	it	was	noted	that	this	is	a	nickname,	not	a	formal	name	
change.		Meeting	thanked	co-clerks	Susan	Strong,	Shelley	Tanenbaum	and	Kathy	Barnhart	
and	the	full	committee	for	their	substantial	work.	
	
Reports:	
	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee	(CoM)	(Sarah	Hawthorne)	Sarah	shared	a	report	from	CoM	on	
the	First	Day	School	(FDS).		Laura	Magnani,	CoM’s	buddy	to	FDS,	has	been	working	closely	
with	FDS	to	explore	its	needs,	as	it	moves	into	the	coming	committee	year.	Nominating	
committee	has	found	three	adults	enthusiastic	about	serving	in	FDS	next	year.		However	the	
following	staffing	needs	remain:		an	assistant	for	the	primary	age	group	two	Sundays	each	
month,	a	reliable	method	of	providing	the	nursery	with	one	“catch-and-release”	adult	
volunteer	each	Sunday,	a	FDS	teen	coach	who	has	no	other	assigned	duties,	and	a	FDS	
summer	program	coordinator	of	volunteers.		Although	we	informally	provide	a	stipend	to	
teens	assisting	Miftah	Leath	in	the	nursery,	various	legal	restrictions	and	issues	preclude	
hiring	a	FDS	employee.			Another	challenge	is	the	irregularity	and	unpredictability	of	which	
children	and	how	many	will	be	attending	FDS	each	week.		This	impacts	both	the	comfort	of	
the	children	and	the	motivation	and	planning	of	those	teaching.	
	
Nominating	committee	has	no	more	ideas	about	how	to	move	forward	in	developing	the	
membership	of	the	FDS	committee.		Having	identified	only	three	people	willing	to	serve	on	
FDS,	nominating	committee	is	holding	back	on	bringing	forward	any	names	to	Meeting	for	
Business	at	this	time.		It	is	concerned	that	there	be	enough	support	from	others	to	do	what	
needs	to	be	done.		Care	of	Meeting	committee	is	trying	to	raise	wider	awareness	in	Meeting	
through	providing	this	report.		In	order	to	better	understand	parents’	expectations,	Care	of	
Meeting	will	partner	with	First	Day	School	to	set	up	a	meeting	with	parents	of	young	
children	participating	in	FDS.		
	
The	Clerk	thanked	nominating	committee	for	bringing	clarity	to	addressing	this	matter,	and	
for	working	closely	with	the	First	Day	School	in	this	process.		After	settling	into	worship,	
Friends	shared	observations	and	insights	from	our	Meeting’s	FDS	experience	over	many	
years,	and	considered	what	is	needed	now.			How	do	we	as	a	community	provide	a	cohesive	
FDS	program	creating	a	lasting	witness	to	Friends’	values,	while	providing	sessions	which	
work	well	for	those	present	each	week?		What	needs	to	come	from	current	parents	and	
children	themselves?		For	instance,	when	parents	prioritize	doing	something	together	such	
as	going	to	a	retreat,	they	do	attend.		How	else	may	we	support	our	FDS	teachers?		In	the	
past	Meeting	has	held	a	9	a.m.	meeting	for	worship,	providing	an	opportunity	for	both	
worshipping	and	teaching	the	same	day.		Friends	recognize	the	gifted	ministry	of	several	
teachers	in	FDS	over	the	years,	who	have	helped	our	children	learn	deeply	of	Quaker	values	
and	process.		These	observations	shared	by	individuals	reflected	their	own	understandings;	
they	were	not	an	expression	of	corporate	understanding	for	the	Meeting	as	a	whole.		
	



We	celebrate	with	joy	the	children	of	our	Meeting,	and	also	grieve	the	absence	of	those	who	
no	longer	attend.		One	consequence	of	liberal	Quakerism	may	be	that	we	do	not	have	to	
articulate	what	we	believe,	and	do	not	proselytize.			We	are	then	challenged	to	provide	
adequate	religious	education.		One	Friend	shared	that	her	enduring	work	in	the	nursery	is	
her	experience	of	worship.		She	sees	the	nursery	as	a	service,	which	supports	young	families	
in	attending	Meeting.		In	the	dominant	culture	emphasizing	materialism	and	over-scheduled	
lives,	how	do	we	support	families	in	practicing	simplicity?		A	Friend	in	Meeting	in	earlier	
years	observed	that	“we	can	never	override	the	family	culture”.		How	may	we	nurture	the	
parents	of	our	FDS	children?	
	
Nancy	affirmed	the	depth	of	concern	and	sharing	on	this	matter.		She	then	referred	the	
further	development	of	the	FDS	committee	for	the	coming	year	back	to	the	Care	of	Meeting	
Committee.			
	
Nominating	Committee	(NomCom)	(Katherine	Youngmeister	and	Elaine	Emily)	Katherine	
and	Elaine	presented	the	nominating	committee’s	annual	report.		NomCom	has	these	
recommendations	for	Meeting:			
1.)	that	our	Meeting	make	more	transparent	the	process	for	becoming	a	member	of	our	
Meeting.			A	brochure	about	“How	do	I	become	a	member?”	would	be	helpful,	as	would	a	
pamphlet	on	“How	does	our	Meeting	support	members	and	attenders?”			
	2.)	that	the	Meeting	Directory	committee	listing	be	automatically	added	to	a	cumulative	
electronic	spread	sheet,	to	provide	a	continuous	historical	record	of	those	serving	in	each	
position	over	the	years.	
3.)	that	all	committees	update	their	job	descriptions.	
4.)	that	Meeting	articulate	an	expectation	that	service	on	a	committee	usually	lasts	two	
years	before	rotating	off.	
	
This	year	NomCom	was	significantly	affected	by	issues	arising	in	First	Day	School;	due	to	
Meeting’s	response	NomCom	was	not	able	to	bring	a	slate	of	recommendations	forward	of	
those	wanting	to	serve	on	FDS.		NomCom	has	noticed	a	paradox:		some	aspects	of	our	
Meeting’s	life	that	are	treasured	we	seem	to	have	difficulty	making	happen.		We	wonder	
why	that	is.		Two	of	these	areas	are	working	on	the	retreat	and	the	FDS	program.	
	
Treasurer	(Richard	Leath)	Richard	shared	a	report	of	Meeting’s	income	and	expenses	for	
the	period	of	January	through	April	2014.		The	net	income	is	now	negative	$13,827.61,	not	
unusual	for	this	time	of	the	year.		Richard	noted	that	the	amount	of	the	donation	sent	to	
organizations	supported	annually	by	Meeting	has	been	temporarily	increased	from	$150	to	
$170	for	this	year	only.		The	additional	$20	is	from	proceeds	from	a	knitting	fundraiser	held	
in	December	2013.		
	
Two	scheduled	reports	will	be	held	over	until	the	June	Meeting	for	Business,	due	to	the	late	
hour	today:		Shelley	Tanenbaum’s	report	on	Meeting’s	spring	retreat	and	Jay	Cash’s	report	
on	his	experience	attending	a	workshop	at	Ben	Lomond	Quaker	Center.	
	
Announcements:	
	
College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting’s	Spring	Quarterly	Meeting	will	be	held	on	May	16-18,	2014	
at	Ben	Lomond	Quaker	Center.	
	
The	Woolman	Semester	Spring	Graduation	will	be	May	17,	2014	at	Sierra	Friends	Center.	



	
Clerks	of	committees	are	encouraged	to	coordinate	joint	committee	meetings	of	their	
outgoing	and	incoming	members	in	May	or	June.	
	
The	annual	meeting	of	the	Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	Corporation	Board	
will	be	held	immediately	following	the	May	Meeting	for	Business	today.	
	
The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	on	June	8,	2014	at	11:50	a.m.	at	the	Berkeley	
Technology	Academy.			
	
Meeting	closed	with	worship	at	2:00	p.m.	
	
Submitted	by	Nancy	Wilkinson,	clerk,	Ralph	Murphy,	alternate	clerk,	and	Joyce	Samati,	
recording	clerk.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	


