Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, First Day, May 11, 2008
Minutes

The meeting opened at 12:05 with silent worship, Larry Strain clerked. Thirty-eight
Friends were present. Jay Roger Smith read reflections of First Day Committee and the
Teen Group on Advices & Queries on Social and Civil Responsibility.

Minutes of the April 13, 2008 Meeting for Business were approved with three
corrections:

1. Under Old Business; Care of the Meeting: Rhea Farley was the convener of the
welcoming committee for Heather Alden.

2. Under New Business; State of the Meeting Report: Charlie Blanchard, Amy Clark,
and Heather Alden formed an ad-hoc committee for the State of the Meeting Report.

3. The correct name for the meeting’s location is the Berkeley Technology Academy.
Correspondence & Clerk's Business

The clerk mailed the letter of support for Mary Ann Kearney-Brown to Cal State East
Bay, the teachers association, and Jerry Brown, the attorney general of California.

A letter pledging our contribution of $11,060.00 to Elaine Emily’s ministry was mailed to
Friends General Conference for the Margaret Fell Fund.

Old Business

State of the Meeting Report (Heather Alden): After seasoning for one month and no
corrections or further suggestions being given, the State of the Meeting Report for 2007-
2008 was approved by the meeting. The ad-hoc committee who worked diligently on the
report was thanked.

Nominating Committee (John McCarthy): There meeting approved combining the
Newsletter Committee and Electronic Resources Committee as an experiment. The
Nominating Committee will give a status report of the experiment to combine the
committees in December of 2008.

After seasoning for one month and no objections voiced, the slate of 2008-2009
nominations originally presented to the meeting in April of 2008 were approved.

The name of Ingrid Stephan has been withdrawn from the nominating slate until she
returns from Europe.



New Business

Nominating Committee (John McCarthy): The following names have been submitted
for service: Cindy Trueblood and Joyce Samati for Sierra Friends Center Representative,
John Wittinghill for Facilities Committee and Vikki Jongetjes for Loaves and Fishes
Committee. The nominations will season for one month.

Peace Earthcare & Social Witness (James Hosley): The committee’s experiment to
conduct a part of its work through two subcommittees separated by environmental work
and peace and justice work has been successful. Therefore, the committee submitted a
revised job description; the revised job description will season for one month.

Worship & Ministry Committee (Kathy Barnhart): The committee will schedule a
time for “Joys and Sorrows” after silent worship and before announcements. This will
set aside a time for individuals to express joys or grief about life changing experiences
such as births, deaths, serious illness, weddings, divorces, and so on. The first meeting
for “Joys and Sorrows” will occur on the first Sunday in June. This is an experiment for
the meeting, so Worship and Ministry will be evaluating it in the near future.

Reports

Worship & Ministry Committee (Kathy Barnhart): The committee will be giving
Darcy Stanley one-hundred dollars from the traveling ministry fund for her costs
associated with her trip to Iran. This donation is too small to cover the total costs of her
trip. However, it is given to encourage individual members and attenders to donate in
order to assist in covering all costs for Darcy’s ministry.

On June 29, 2008 there will be an outdoor meeting for worship at a place to be
determined in the near future.

The Adult Education session on vocal ministry with Lisa Hubbell and Laura Magnani
scheduled for April 20, 2008 was cancelled. The session will be rescheduled for the fall.

Lisa Hubbell’s anchoring committee will be laid down.

Treasurer’s Report (Ralph Murphy): The Income and Expense Report from January
to April of 2008 was presented. The meeting has outspent its income by $8,000, which is
normal for this time of year. The retreat committee has outspent its income by $3,000,
but the final figure will not be known until all the income from this past retreat is
reported to the Treasurer and the Finance Committee. The meeting has $119,000 in
assets, and $14,000 in checking.

Finance Committee (Renee Watkins): The meeting approved the following
recommendations by the Finance Committee: (1) checks over $5,000 shall be signed by



two signatories. (2) There shall be four signatories on the Meeting’s bank accounts: The
Clerk, the Alternate Clerk, the Treasurer, and the Finance Committee Clerk. (3) No
check shall be signed by the person to whom it is written. (4) The Clerk of Finance
Committee will review monthly bank account statements with the reconciliation prepared
by the Treasurer. The meeting requested that above four recommendations be brought to
the meeting of the corporation, and that the Treasurer and the Finance Committee find a
way to track and maintain all approved procedures for the meeting’s finances.

The committee reported that Stephanie Kennedy’s bequest fund will go into the Site fund.

Care of the Meeting (Susan Burr): The incoming and outgoing committee members
will have a joint meeting on May 21, 2008 at the home of the D’ Angelo family. In order
to prepare for the rush of scholarship applications for the gatherings at Friends General
Conference and Pacific Yearly Meeting, the committee asks that all requests are
submitting in writing as early as possible. As a reminder, Care of the Meeting reviews
applications for scholarships to Quaker events; Mutual Care controls the Sharing Fund.
So far, the committee has spent $80.00 of the $2,000 fund allotted for scholarships. The
meeting can only assist with up to half of the total cost of the event. If you need
assistance with an application, please submit it to the committee with your written
request.

Peace Earthcare & Social Witness (Shelly Tannenbaum & James Hosley): The
committee has purchased the book “It’s My Life” published by American Friends Service
Committee and will be used to assist young people in finding carriers as alternative to
military service. The committee will budget $100.00 towards assisting American Friends
Service Committee in the costs of publishing the books. Furthermore, the Peace and
Justice work-group will raise money and act with American Friends Service Committee
on distribution. A meeting will be held on May 15, 2008 regarding the distribution of the
book; all are welcome to attend.

During coffee-hour on September 7, 2008, Quaker organizations and organizations with
common interests in peace, earth care, and social witness will have table set up for
individual to brose and learn more about their organization. If you know of an
organization interested in a table, please speak to the committee.

Electronic Communication & Resources Committee (Thomas Yamaguchi): Amy
Dewey, Web Coordinator, has updated the Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting’s website,
and help pages for the yahoo group have been created. If you need to consult the help
pages, you can find them under help link.

Facilities (Rhea Farley): The committee has cleaned out the binds and recycled unused
material. The committee plan to have a transitional meeting between the old and new
committee members, and to respond to Advises and Queries.



Teen Group Report (Heather Alden): The teen group’s letter to the California State
Legislature in support of the Family Communication & Relief Support Fund (SB 1250)
was read to the meeting.

Announcements

The next Business Meeting will be on June 8, 2008 at Berkeley Technology Academy.
After a short break, the meeting for the corporation will follow.

The meeting closed at 1:07 p.m. with silent worship.

Respectfully submitted: Larry Strain, Clerk; Leonard Joy, Alternate Clerk; and Dharma
Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk.



