
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business		-		September	8,	2013	

Minutes	
	

Meeting	opened	at	12:00	p.m.	with	silent	worship.		Nancy	Wilkinson	clerked	the	Meeting.		
Twenty-eight	Friends	were	present.		Josh	Gallup	shared	responses	from	the	First	Day	School	
Committee	to	the	Advices	and	Queries	on	Spiritual	Life.		During	the	worship	which	followed,	
several	Friends	offered	additional	reflections.	
	
The	agenda	was	reviewed;	a	brief	report	from	First	Day	School	(FDS)	was	added.			Minutes	
for	the	July	14,	2013	Meeting	for	Business	were	read	and	approved	with	an	addition	to	
James	Ham’s	announcement:		his	appreciation	to	Meeting	includes	his	gratitude	for	
scholarship	support	to	attend	the	Friends	General	Conference	Gathering,	which	has	
nurtured	his	growing	into	adulthood.	
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:		The	clerk	noted	that	a	meeting	of	the	Christian	
Friends	Conference	will	be	held	on	September	14,	2013	at	the	Berkeley	Friends	Church.			
The	Friends	Committee	on	National	Legislation	(FCNL)	and	the	Friends	Committee	on	
Legislation	of	California	(FCLCA)	both	sent	letters	thanking	Meeting	for	the	$150	annual	
donations	received,	which	support	their	continuing	work.		A	request	received	from	Michael	
Pittman,	currently	a	prisoner	in	Steilacoom,	Wa.,	was	referred	to	the	Peace,	Earthcare	and	
Social	Witness	Committee.		Mariana	Ruybalid	expressed	thanks	to	Meeting	for	a	scholarship	
which	helped	her	attend	this	summer’s	Friends	General	Conference	Gathering.		A	three	page	
report	of	her	experience	will	be	posted	on	the	bulletin	board.			
	
Old	Business:			
First	Day	School	Committee	(FDS)	(Josh	Gallup)	Josh	reported	that	the	new	FDS	cabinet	is	
being	completed	today.		Friends	are	invited	to	see	it.	
	
Nominating	Committee:		The	nominations	of	Ellen	Levin,	to	serve	as	a	member	of	the	
Mutual	Care	Committee,	and	Mindy	Brown-Lechner,	to	serve	as	clerk	of	the	Nominating	
Committee,	having	been	seasoned	since	the	July	Meeting	for	Business,	were	approved.																										
	
New	Business:	
Nominating	Committee:		Rick	Herbert	reported	that	he	plans	to	attend	FCNL’s	Annual	
Meeting	in	Washington,	D.C.	in	November	2013,	and	offered	to	be	a	presence	there	on	
behalf	of	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting.		He	will	not	be	an	official	representative.			A	message	
was	shared	from	new	nominating	committee	clerk	Mindy	Brown-Lechner,	that	JM	
Rodriguez	is	stepping	down	from	serving	on	the	First	Day	School	Committee.	
	
Naming	Committee	to	Name	the	Nominating	Committee:		The	clerk	brought	the	names	
of	Elizabeth	Strain,	convener,	Beth	Wrightson	and	Kathy	Barnhart	as	prospective	Naming	
Committee	Members	who	are	open	to	serving	in	this	role.			If	approved,	they	would	then	
work	to	find	Friends	able	and	willing	to	be	nominated	to	serve	as	nominating	committee	
members	during	the	coming	year.		In	response	to	questions,	clerk	Nancy	Wilkinson	shared	a	
brief	history	of	Meeting’s	practice	in	forming	a	naming	committee.		After	seasoning	these	
names	in	worship,	all	were	approved.	
	
	
	



	
Reports:	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(PEASW)	(Micki	Graham)	Micki	
reported	on	ways	that	the	committee	is	working	on	its	concern	for	divestment	from	stock	in	
oil.		Two	websites	are	recommended	for	information	about	local	actions:		<350.org>	and	
<GreenFaith.org>			*	Sally	Hindman	has	brought	a	proposal	to	the	committee	for	the	use	of	
the	bequest	from	Carolyna	Marks;	this	will	be	explored	further.		*		Mariana	Ruybalid	has	
requested	the	committee	join	with	CUIDO	(Communities	United	in	Defense	of	Olmstead),						
a	local	disability	rights	organization,	in	attempting	to	rescind	the	planned	removal	of	
eucalyptus	trees	in	the	East	Bay	hills.		This	request	is	being	considered.		*	Micki	noted	that	
she	is	reviewing	concerns	expressed	in	recent	years,	including	several	points	identified	in	a	
committee-sponsored	session	on	May	29,	2011.		*	Friends	are	invited	to	bring	their	
responses	to	these	matters	to	the	PEASW	Committee.			
	
Mutual	Care	Committee	(Al	Thompson)	Al	reported	that	the	Mutual	Care	Committee	is	
now	updating	its	“pink	sheets”,	a	listing	of	volunteers	offering	to	help	others	in	Meeting	in	a	
variety	of	ways.		This	is	an	opportunity	to	broaden	the	number	of	people	involved	in	
providing	care	within	our	Meeting	community.			*	The	committee	would	like	to	have	contact	
numbers	available,	to	know	who	to	call	in	case	of	a	Friend’s	emergency.		Mutual	Care	
Committee	has	recommended	to	the	Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee	that	emergency	contact	
information	be	included	in	the	Meeting	database;	it	would	be	kept	confidential.		*	The	
committee	is	currently	working	on	updating	its	job	description.		*	The	co-clerks	are	finding	
that	it	works	well	for	them	to	share	committee	clerking	responsibilities.	
	
Treasurer	(Richard	Leath)	Richard	presented	the	treasurer’s	report	for	the	period	from	
January	through	August	2013.		The	net	income	is	currently	$19,034.90	less	than	expenses	
for	this	year.		Donations	are	encouraged.		It	was	noted	that	none	of	the	Meeting	
representatives	has	requested	reimbursement	for	expenses	yet.		The	Carolyna	Marks	
Bequest	Fund	has	received	an	additional	$1,750,	bringing	this	fund’s	total	to	$14,250.	
	
Pacific	Yearly	Meeting	(PYM)	(Tom	Yamaguchi)	Tom	reported	on	the	annual	session	of	
PYM	held	July	29	–	August	3,	2013	at	Mt.	Madonna,	with	the	theme	“Being	Reached	by	the	
Life”.		Unity	was	found	to	continue	the	Youth	Program	Coordinator	position,	as	well	as	to	
accept	an	endowment	created	through	the	laying	down	of	the	Pacific	Friends	Outreach	
Society	(PFOS).		Income	from	this	endowment	will	be	used	as	determined	by	the	Youth	
Program	Coordinator	Supervisory	Committee;	it	will	not	be	used	for	salary	or	wages.		A	
minute	opposing	militarized	drones	was	approved,	with	the	recognition	that	we	oppose	all	
weapons	of	war,	in	accordance	with	the	Peace	Testimony.		Concern	was	expressed	that	
plenary	time	should	not	be	used	for	approving	social	action	minutes,	where	individuals	and	
Meetings	do	not	intend	further	action.		A	minute	from	the	Discipline	Committee	to	begin	the	
process	of	revising	our	Faith	and	Practice	was	not	approved,	but	will	likely	be	reconsidered	
next	year.		Guest	speaker	Diane	Randall,	executive	secretary	of	the	Friends	Committee	on	
National	Legislation	(FCNL),	asked	“What	can	Friends	or	any	people	of	faith	bring	to	
Washington	that	is	lacking?”		She	highlighted	FCNL’s	work	in	several	areas	and	challenged	
us	as	citizens	to	become	more	involved	to	help	get	our	Congress	working	together	again.		
Her	full	address	is	on	the	PYM	website.			Following	Tom’s	report,	Friends	expressed	concern	
about	the	causes	of	declining	attendance	at	PYM	and	the	efforts	to	address	these,	as	well	as	
the	importance	of	being	ready	to	continue	working	on	social	action	minutes	beyond	the	
week	of	PYM.	
	



First	Day	School	(FDS)	(Josh	Gallup)	Josh	stated	that	FDS	is	now	working	on	its	curriculum	
for	the	coming	year.		
																																																																																																																																																																																								
Announcements:	
The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	at	12:00	p.m.	on	October	13,	2013	at	the	Berkeley	
Technology	Academy,	following	the	Fall	Locavore	Potluck.	
	
College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting’s	Fall	Quarterly	Meeting	will	be	held	at	the	Sierra	Friends	
Center	from	October	18-20,	2013.	
	
Meeting	closed	with	silent	worship	at	1:15	p.m.	
	
Submitted	by	Nancy	Wilkinson,	clerk,	Ralph	Murphy,	alternate	clerk,	and	Joyce	Samati,	
recording	clerk	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


