Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, April 13,2014
Minutes

Meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship. Nancy Wilkinson clerked the Meeting. Twenty-
seven Friends were present. Phyllis Malandra shared responses from the Loaves and Fishes
Committee to the Advices and Queries on “Peace”. Friends settled back into worship, to consider
these further.

The agenda was reviewed; no needed changes were noted. Minutes for the March 9, 2014 Meeting
for Business were read and approved with the corrected wording of “regardless” for “irregardless” in
areference to the finance committee’s report.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: The clerk read a letter of introduction from the clerk of
Canberra Regional Meeting, Australia, for Sally Kingsland, Ben Williamson, and Julian and Harriet
Williamson, noting many ways they have been actively engaged in their Regional Meeting, Australia
Yearly Meeting, and the Silver Wattle Quaker Center. A 2014 directory from Berkeley Friends Church
will be available in our Meeting library. Friends House, Santa Rosa, invites us to attend its Thirtieth
Anniversary celebration April 25 - 27, 2014. Thank you messages for Meeting’s annual donations
were received from the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) and William Penn House, a
Friendly hostel in Washington, D.C. Information about upcoming workshops and classes at Pendle
Hill and the Ramallah Friends School newsletter will be available on the back table.

Old Business:

Care of the Meeting Committee (Laura Magnani) Laura reported that no concerns were raised, in
response to the committee’s recommended approval of Hannah Mackinney’s membership request.
Meeting joyfully approved Hannah’s membership in Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting. Susan
Black, convener, Katherine Youngmeister and Elaine Emily will serve as Hannah’s welcoming
committee.

State of the Meeting Report (Beth Wrightson) Beth read the State of the Meeting Report, which
incorporated several changes suggested at the March Meeting for Business. It conveys a sense of
gratitude and satisfaction for the Meeting as a whole, and for the experience of Meeting for Worship
being gathered and loving. Various ways were noted in which Meeting brings people together,
nurtures us in noticing how Spirit moves among us, and also supports our engagement in the world.
The sentence on racial diversity will be better integrated into the body of its paragraph. Meeting
approved this report, which will now be sent to Quarterly Meeting along with an abstract provided
by Lydia Bryans. Meeting thanked Beth Wrightson, Lydia Bryans and Renee Watkins for their work
in writing this report.

Finance committee (James Hosley) James, a member of the finance committee, stated that no
concerns have come to his attention, about the committee’s recommended $500 increase of the
Meeting’s subsidy for the annual spring retreat, which brings the total subsidy to $2500. An
increased contribution of about 15% per individual will be suggested. Everyone interested in
attending will be encouraged to do so, regardless of their financial contribution. Meeting approved
the increased subsidy and this funding policy.

New Business:

Nominations for 2014-2015 (Sarah Hawthorne) Sarah brought the slate of nominees to serve in the
Meeting for the coming year: June 1, 2014 - May 31, 2015. Nominations for the First Day School
committee will be brought forward soon. Susan Burr, nominated to be the alternate clerk, wishes to
continue serving on the finance committee, where she has been a core member. Nancy Wilkinson,



nominated to continue as the Meeting Clerk, has expressed a readiness to serve as an ex officio
member of both the Care of Meeting and Worship and Ministry Committees. Two openings remain
on the facilities committee, and one on the mutual care committee. Names of the nominating
committee members are included with the slate for reference. Meeting thanked the nominating
committee for its work; they have met weekly since January. This slate of nominees will season for
one month. Please let the committee know soon of any concerns, to allow time for them to be
addressed.

Summer Meeting site Ralph Murphy read a report from the ad hoc summer site committee, which
was composed of Philippa Barron, convener, Elizabeth Strain, and Richard Leath. Key features of the
six sites they considered were described. The committee recommends Live Oak Park Community
Center; it is available for the needed Sundays with the one exception of June 15, 2014. The cost will
be $65 per hour for one main room with limited use, or $110 per hour with the use of an additional
room. There is also a fee of $61 per day, if set up and break down of the site usage are provided. The
site includes a fenced tot lot, beautiful outdoor park space, and a bus stop one block away. To reserve
this for the summer, a decision is needed before our May Meeting for Business. Meeting Clerk Nancy
will check with the principal of Berkeley Technology Academy about the extent of summer changes
here, to clarify what Meeting items need to be moved away while we are off-site. The Meeting
approved reserving Live Oak Park Community Center for our summer Meeting site. Nancy will
assemble an ad hoc committee to coordinate logistics needed to meet there. The ad hoc summer site
committee will explore which site may be used for the June 15, 2014 Meeting.

Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) (Susan Strong) Susan brought a report of the
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee’s (witness committee) responses to FCNL’s request:
that we review their Legislative Priorities for 2015-2016 and pick our top five priorities for FCNL’s
focus during the next Congress. These were considered by participants in an after-Meeting session
on March 16 and reviewed during an open committee meeting of the witness committee on March
23. Because FCNL requested that we report our results online by April 15, 2014, the witness
committee asked Meeting for Business to approve the report today. After some discussion, Meeting
approved this report; it will be submitted promptly to FCNL. Susan also encouraged Friends to use
available social media, to further public education and support for shared concerns in Congress.

Friends Committee on Legislation for California (FCLCA) (Judith Schumacher-Jennings) Judith
brought the request from FCLCA, for Meeting’s endorsement of two letters of support for bills it is co-
sponsoring. Senate Bill (SB) 1010 would equalize the sentencing for powder cocaine and crack
cocaine. Assembly Bill (AB) 1876 addresses the exorbitant cost of phone calls that face those
detained in county jails. Due to FCLCA’s need to create a package tomorrow to go to the legislators,
they have asked that this be approved in our Meeting for Business today. After substantial
consideration of each of the bills and this expedited process, Friends came to unity in approving
these endorsements. Nancy Wilkinson and Judith Schumacher-Jennings will write a simple letter to
convey Meeting’s approval. The clerk referred a further consideration of this process to the witness
committee.

Reports:

Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) Representative Committee Meeting (RepCom) (Stephen McNeil)
Stephen reported on the PYM RepCom Meeting held at Orange Grove Meeting in Pasadena on March
1,2014. PYM Clerk Steve Smith calls Friends to attend annual session this year with the theme
“Youth and Prophecy: Awakening to a New Creation”. Friends are invited to remember the
prophetic voice of early Quakers and join in a new rebirth in Pacific Yearly Meeting. In 2013 the hope
for a permanent location for annual sessions was laid down. With generosity and grace, the available
financial resources were dedicated to the nurturing and growth of our youth, and their Life in the
Spirit. Interest from the Bob Vogel Endowment Fund (the principal is about $449,000) received
from the Pacific Friends Outreach Society (PFOS) will support this effort.



This year at annual session we will ask what the prophetic power of “a new creation” means for us as
a collective body. Can we be a corporate prophetic voice to the world? Jonathan Vogel-Borne of New
England Yearly Meeting will be a keynote speaker, followed by a plenary session led by PYM youth.
More information about the yearly meeting, including the annual session schedule, are available on
the website: <pacificyearlymeeting.org> First-time attenders will receive a $40 discount off the cost
for the week. The annual session will be held at Walker Creek Ranch in west Marin from July 14-19,
2014.

Friends present at the Meeting for Business today considered reasons for attending or not attending
PYM’s annual session. Stephen noted that a good and well-attended after-Meeting discussion about
this occurred two months ago.

Care of Meeting Committee (CoM)(Laura Magnani) Laura reported that two membership clearness
committees have been formed. Sarah Hawthorne, Richard Leath and Charlie Blanchard will meet
with Frank Satterwhite, and Laura Magnani, Elaine Emily and Ralph Murphy will be meeting with
Larissa Keeler to consider their requests for membership in Strawberry Creek Meeting. The CoM
committee does not feel ready to lay down the site committee; it intends to explore further what the
Meeting needs site committee to do. One Friend inquired about several roles of the former
hospitality committee, which now reside with CoM, Mutual Care, and other committees. Care of
Meeting will review the hospitality committee’s job description, to consider whether some of their
responsibilities may be being overlooked now.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (Witness Committee) (Susan Strong) Susan
stated that the committee’s recent session on “Divestment to Reinvestment” was well-attended;
several presentations on locally sustainable reinvestments were featured. The Dime-A-Gallon Fund
grant application guidelines have been revised, and will be available on both the new Dime-A-gallon
website and Meeting’s public website. Applications may be submitted by email to:

Dimeagallon@strawberrycreekquakers.org The witness committee will soon be bringing a revised
job description to the Meeting for Business.

Finance Committee (James Hosley) James reported that the committee continues to consider what
we are doing with our money, realizing that we receive a meager return on the CDs, (Certificates of
Deposit) we have invested at the Mechanics Bank. The committee invites us to reflect on the
following queries: what are we thinking about when we invest in something, whether a c.d. or
another organization? How do we wish to use the resources that we have?

Announcements:

Meeting’s Annual Retreat will be held on May 2-4, 2014 at Ben Lomond Quaker Center.

College Park Quarterly Meeting’s spring Quarterly Meeting will be May 16-18, 2014 at the Ben
Lomond Quaker Center.

The next Meeting for Business will be May 11, 2014 at the Berkeley Technology Academy, followed
immediately by the annual meeting of the Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting Corporation Board.

Meeting closed with worship at 2:15 p.m.

Submitted by Nancy Wilkinson, clerk, Ralph Murphy, alternate clerk, and Joyce Samati, recording
clerk
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