
STRAWBERRY CREEK MONTHLY MEETING NOVEMBER 2022 
OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS NEWSLETTER _______________________________________________________________________________________  

Berkeley Technology Academy, 2701 Martin Luther King Jr. Way, corner of Derby St., Berkeley 
 
Website http://www.strawberrycreekfriends.org  (with Zoom link for Worship Hour) 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/StrawberryCreekFriends 
Listserv (for subscribers) strawberrycreek@groups.io  
Calendar http://www.strawberrycreekfriends.org/calendar 
 
Current Newsletter http://www.strawberrycreekfriends.org/newsletter 
Distribution Sunday for paper/electronic newsletter is the last Sunday of the each month 
Newsletter Deadline is Sunday prior to Distribution Sunday. Deadline: Nov 20 (for December issue)  
Web Coordinator Amy Dewey amyd@alumnae.mills.edu (to join our Listserv or create a Zoom meeting)  
Newsletter Editor & Calendar Postings Sarah Hawthorne editor@strawberrycreekfriends.org  
 

SUNDAYS (ongoing) 
10 a.m. Meeting for Worship  

10am Sunday Meeting for Worship is now both onsite and on Zoom. Details inside. 
5 p.m. Oakland Quaker Worship Group (at Peter Lin’s house, see http://oaklandquakers.org) 

 
 (activities below via Zoom unless otherwise noted) 

 
Nov 6 Advices & Queries on Integrity and Personal Conduct, read aloud by Loaves & Fishes (worship hour) 
 
Nov 13  12:30 p.m. Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business 
 
Nov 19 (Saturday) 1p.m. Meeting in Celebration and Remembrance of Stephen McNeil.  
  In person at Berkeley Friends Meetinghouse and on Zoom. For details contact Elizabeth Strain. 
 
Nov 20   9 a.m. Worship Sharing. Contact Bob Langfelder for details. 
  12:30pm Exploring Truth & Power with PPR. See inside for details. 
 
Nov 27  12:30 p.m. Committee Sunday. Check with your committee clerk for details. 
  12:45 p.m. Young Adult Friends. Click on YAF tab on Berkeley Friends Meeting website. 
 

WEDNESDAYS (ongoing) 
7 a.m. Mid-Week Morning Worship. For information, call Peter Lin 510-530-0479. 
 

THURSDAYS (ongoing) 
4 p.m. Twelve-Step Meeting (open to all). Contact facilitator Avotcja Jiltonilro 510-658-7995. 
 

Thanksgiving Turkey dressing (as a Quaker) 

 



 

 

Strawberry Creek Sunday Worship  
We meet for worship at 10am Sunday mornings, 
both in person at Berkeley Technology Academy 
and online. Newcomers (in person or on Zoom) 
are invited to sign the Guest Book. For Zoom link 
and Guestbook, see Meeting’s website 
http://www.strawberrycreekfriends.org 
 
Oakland Quaker Worship Group - Sundays 
Sundays at 5pm the Oakland Quakers meet in 
person at the home of Peter Lin. Contact Peter or go 
to their website http://oaklandquakers.org  
 
Berkeley Friends Meeting (BFM) 
For more information about Sunday worship, see 
http://www.berkeleyfriendsmeeting.org  
 
Quaker Center Morning Worship (Zoom) 
Every morning (7:30-8am) Quaker Center Ben 
Lomond offers worship, and once a week it offers 
worship sharing (Wed at 10am). For these and other 
Quaker Center events, see www.quakercenter.org   
 
Western North American Experiment w/Light  
At 6:30pm on the fourth Wednesday of every 
month, the Western North American Experiment 
with Light group meets on Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6820730575  
For more information, contact Barbara Birch. 
 
George Lakey – Dancing w/History, 1pm Nov 6 
speaks on his book of memoirs at San Francisco 
Meetinghouse, 65 9th St, SF, and on Zoom (see 
Western Friend for book review and Zoom link). 
 
Just Out - With Every Step I Take (2nd edition) 
Avotcja’s book of poetry is now on sale (Sept 8). 
“She will intoxicate you with her rhythms and seize 
you with her passion and zest for life, people and 
music. You won't know what hit you, but you'll 
know you were there!” says Ginny Lim, award-
winning San Francisco jazz poet & educator.  

 
Deep appreciation to Peter Lin for enabling 
Meeting to print its newsletter (~500 pages/month) 
for almost twenty years. Thank you Peter! 

 
Coming to Your Inbox Soon 

 
Communications Committee received 25 responses 
expressing their preference about the format of the 
Meeting’s newsletter. Some said while they liked 
reading a print version, they felt digital delivery 
made more sense as they could print their own copy 
at home. Six people wished Meeting to continue to 
provide them the newsletter in a printed format. 
 
Most favored electronic delivery because of 
• ecological reasons (less paper/print),  
• administrative flexibility (deadline flexibility, 

fewer content limitations), and  
• reduced cost (each issue of printed newsletter 

costs ~$200/month for black/white, with color 
print an additional $125/month more)… 

 
Starting in January 2023, for six months the 
newsletter will be delivered only in an electronic 
format (not printed/mailed).  
 
Getting Print Now?  
1) Persons now receiving the newsletter in a 

printed format -- who are listed in Meeting's 
Directory -- will be automatically included in 
the newsletter notices via email. 

 
2) Those not listed in Meeting’s Directory should 

provide their email address to 
editor@strawberrycreekfriends.org in order 
to receive newsletter notices via email. 

 
Digital only delivery of the newsletter will be re-
assessed at the end of six months. During these six 
months, all are invited to give feedback.  
 
Those unable to access the newsletter online or print 
their own copy (or have someone else do it) may 
contact editor@strawberrycreekfriends.org  



 

 

YSA Book Launch – Donations Needed 
 

 
 

Featured in October 2022 in a KPFA radio show 
and also in the Street Spirit newspaper, the Youth 
Spirit Artwork (YSA) Tiny House Empowerment 
Village (THEV) Writing Group recently produced a 
beautiful book of poetry It Takes A Village: Tiny 
Houses, Big Voices. The writing group “arose from 
the belief that everyone has a story to tell, and that 
telling our stories together furthers community.”  
 
On November 4, 5-8 pm, THEV is holding a 
benefit book launch with 50-70 people expected. 
Held in the THEV parking lot, the launch features 
book readings and signings, books for sale, music 
and community. All are invited to come to this 
celebration of youth creativity! 
 
YSA is asking for donations of snacks and non-
alcoholic beverages. Cash contributions are also 
welcome. To donate/learn more, call Zoe Mosko, 
THEV Writing Group Facilitator at 510-393-9875. 
 

 
Photos sourced from 

Tiny Houses, Big Voices writing group. 
 
 

Exploring Truth and Power 
First gathering 12:30pm Sunday Nov 20 

 
The Power, Privilege, and Race subcommittee of 
Worship and Ministry Committee was formed to 
help our Friends Meeting actively uproot and 
dismantle the seeds and weeds of racism and other 
oppressions within our faith community. Our adult 
ed programs across six years have considered 
privilege and race with loving hope that increased 
knowledge and introspection will transform us into 
the Beloved Community we seek. 
 
What’s next? 
PPR has come to unity to center Strawberry Creek 
Meeting’s attention on POWER. We plan to provide 
three adult ed sessions over the rest of 2022 and the 
first half of 2023.  
 
Why “power”?  
SCMM has our Minute on Engagement to Uproot 
and Dismantle Racism. We have our Accountability 
Query. We have discerned that this work is 
important to us as a congregation. But do we truly 
believe we have the power through Spirit for a 
transformation of systemic bias, unearned 
advantage, and European colonial superiority that 
toxify the air everyone breathes across Turtle 
Island, aka North America?  
 
Philosophers, theologians, social scientists, and the 
oppressed have all grappled with the question of 
power as expressed in structures, groups, and 
relationships. Our faith is known for speaking truth 
to power. Barrington Dunbar, a Quaker of African 
descent who led North American Quakers on 
concerns of racial power in the 1960s, said in a 
Friends Journal article: “We need to nurture the 
Inner Light — the source of the phenomenal power 
of eighteenth-century Quakers. ‘Quaker Power’ can 
be as effective as ‘Black Power’ in speeding up 
revolutionary changes.” 
 
Join Us… 
Please come grapple with the many facets of power- 
over, with, within, without- as we live corporately 
into the power of our Quaker faith. The first 
gathering will be Sunday, November 20, 2022, at 
12:30 pm on Zoom.   
 



 

 

Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business 

October 9, 2022, draft minutes 
 
For review and approval at November 13, 2022, Meeting for Business 
 
Meeting for Business opened at 12:30 p.m. with silent worship and was conducted via Zoom.  Beth Wrightson 
clerked the meeting.  23 Friends were present. 
 
The Clerk reviewed the agenda, which was posted by the Recording Clerk to groups.io on October 7th.   
 
The Recording Clerk then read the September, 2022, minutes. The minutes were approved with one correction:  
The name and title of Pacific Yearly Meeting representative and observer were inserted. 
 
Josh Gallup shared the First Day Children’s Committee’s response to the Advices and Queries on Stewardship 
& Vocation. 
 
Query - The clerk read the query: “We are reminded to consider how our work and decisions today support 
SCMM in becoming an actively anti-racist faith community.”   
 
Correspondence and Clerk’s Business 
The Clerk said that she has received thank you letters from Friends World Committee on Consultation and 
Western Friend.  The FWCC thank you letter includes the note that the FWCC Section of the Americas Meeting 
will be March 23-26 in Greensboro, North Carolina. 
 
The Clerk also read a request for membership transfer from Mico Sorrell, who has settled in Whidbey Island, 
Washington.  The Clerk will send the letter to Care of the Meeting Committee for action. 
 
Betsy Morris and Laura Magnani have agreed to serve as Strawberry Creek’s representatives to the Bridging the 
Gap Committee. 
  
Old Business - There is no old business. 
  
New Business 
 
Care of the Meeting Committee (Beth Rodman) read the report of the clearness committee for Heather Levien’s 
membership.  The Care of the Meeting Committee recommends that we welcome Heather as a member.  We 
have received a notice of transfer from Berkeley Friends Meeting.  The recommendation will be seasoned for 
one month. 
 
Nominating Committee (Barbara Birch) brought forward the names of Kathy Barnhart and Chris Hogness as 
co-clerks of Care of the Meeting Committee.  The nomination will season for a month. 
 
Communications Committee (Sarah Hawthorne) read the newly drafted Zoom Coordinator job description, 
which she circulated via Groups.io on October 7th.  The job description formalizes the work that Amy Dewey 
has been doing for the past two years.  The draft will be seasoned for one month.  Friends who have refinements 
are invited to contact the committee. The committee also recommends that a committee “home” be found for 
the Zoom Coordinator.  The Clerk will seek guidance from the clerks of relevant committees and report back to 
the Meeting. A Friend noted that this is a consequential position, given the needs of our blended Meeting. 
 



 

 

Reports 
Care of the Meeting Committee (Chris Hogness) presented a brief informational report.  27 people attended the 
annual gathering of clerks and representatives.  Many of the existential issues raised during that gathering 
belong on the Care of the Meeting Committee’s agenda, and the committee will be considering them. 
A Black Lives Matter banner has been added to our website. 
 
Query - The Clerk invited us to contemplate the query: “How did our work and our decisions today support us 
in becoming an actively anti-racist faith community?”   
 
Announcements   
 
Next Meeting for Business November 13, 2022, at 12:30 p.m.   
 
Avotcja Jiltonilro announced that her book is out, and that she has had two book parties.  She also thanked 
Friends who have contributed to the relief efforts in the mountains of Puerto Rico.  Continuing support is 
needed, funds and solar-powered equipment in particular.  “They are some of the most resilient people on the 
planet Earth.” 
 
First Day Children’s Committee (Josh Gallup)  has written to parents of the meeting’s children and will call 
them to discuss their wishes. 
 
In the closing worship, several Friends expressed gratitude for a renewed spirit of possibility.  As the Clerk said, 
“We have clerks!  We have children!” 
 
The Meeting closed with worship at 1:30 p.m. Beth Wrightson, Presiding Clerk 

Elaine Emily, Alternate Clerk and Paul Jolly, Recording Clerk 
 
 
Speaking of Alternate Clerk Elaine Emily…  

 

 
 
 

Register Here 
https://www.quakerelderingbook.com  

 

Book Launch Celebration 
4:00 p.m. Sunday November 6, 2022 

 
• Publisher's Welcome 
• Author Interview / Audience Q&A 
• Book Reading 

 
Elaine Emily is one of the authors of this book 
about the Quaker spiritual practice, ministry, and 
discipline of eldering. The authors look at the gifts 
of eldering, and how to support them; sharing 
stories to illustrate a breadth of experience and 
understanding. Queries for reflection and discussion 
are included to help readers connect content to their 
own experience. This book helps guide, enrich, and 
nourish elders both seasoned in the gift and new to 
it. Quaker Meetings may find new insights. 
 
Bring your questions as the authors read from and 
discuss this work, along with sharing its importance 
for modern Quaker Meetings. 



 

 

 

Reflections on Advices & Queries  
from First Day Children’s Program 
 
Stewardship & Vocation 

 
The focus of our contemplation ended up somewhere around vocational inequities. 
 
The members of the First Day Children’s Program, contemplating the advices and queries on stewardship & 
vocation, felt that the advice was really written for people of privilege. Not everyone has ample employment 
opportunities to have real choices about what to do with their time and money. Poverty & unemployment are 
also linked to Racism. There is a big job ahead. 
 
But there is much good that people perform in a variety of jobs. Many people provide valuable goods and 
services to their community. Other people may have the funds to help the world by donating generously or by 
balancing their work with the rest of their lives, so they can be more generous with their time. Our Meeting has 
many members who are involved with public service and non-profit work. To us, this is commendable. 
 
We noted that members of Strawberry Creek Meeting are aging now. We related this to the passage in Advices 
& Queries about how people of all ages can strengthen the meeting. We have the wisdom of the elders in 
abundance. It would be a great thing when we can experience of the wisdom of children. Luckily, wisdom can 
come at any age. I’m still waiting for mine to appear! 
 
This member reported that it took me 45 years to realize where my gift was calling from. When I finally 
answered that call, it seemed that I had heard it all along, softly whispering.    <>  
 
As an example of vocation as a calling… A letter from the new Executive Director at Sierra Friends Center 
 
Dear Friends of Woolman, 
During these past few months, I have met 
many people connected to Woolman in one way or 
another. There have been varying responses from 
people when they learn that I work at Woolman. For 
the most part, there has been a hesitant interest in 
what we're trying to do here, while others are even 
more cautious, almost afraid to hope once more that 
Woolman will thrive. More people than I'd like to 
say have responded with some version of, "Good 
luck with that!," as if to ask me, "Do you really dare 
to hope that this will work?" 

Yes, I do. 

Because, for every hesitant doubter, I have 
also received many encouraging 
responses: expressions of deep appreciation 
and connection with Woolman -- an experience, a 
relationship with the place, or even a lifetime saga 
infused with love and transformation…  

I also dare to hope because the land calls me to… 

Wherever you are on your journey with Woolman, I 
hope you'll take the time to read this 
newsletter, visit the campus, participate in our 
programs, and join me in daring to hope. 

My warmest regards, Coleen Hedglin 
coleenh@woolman.org  

 

 

 



 

 

Report on Transfer of Membership for  
Heather Levien 

 
Heather Levien has been a Quaker for 25 years and 
now has requested to become a member of 
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting. A clearness 
committee for her transfer of membership from 
Berkeley Monthly Meeting was convened on Zoom 
on August 31, 2022. Committee members are Kathy 
Barnhart, convener, Beth Rodman and Paul Jolly. 
 
Heather started her spiritual journey by becoming a 
Buddhist at age 21. At one point during her 
exploration of Buddhism, she lived in Japan to 
further discern if this was the path she wanted to 
follow. But she became ambivalent, and she 
disliked the patriarchy that she experienced in that 
community.  
 
When she returned to the States, a friend who had 
attended Swarthmore suggested she try out 
worshipping with Quakers. She attended Berkeley 
Monthly Meeting and immediately knew that it was 
a good fit. Six months later she became a member. 
At that time she was married to Raph Levien, who 
also became a member. 
 
When asked why she wants to transfer her 
membership to Strawberry Creek, Heather told 
about a challenging time fairly recently when she 
was co-clerk of Berkeley Monthly Meeting.  She 
tried to intervene in a conflicted situation, and felt 
unsupported by others in the meeting when she 
asked for help.  Although she has reached inward 
peace regarding that difficulty, it caused her to feel 
she needed to find a different spiritual home. 
 
Heather has worked in the University of California 
department of Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science for 30 years and continues to do so now as 
a Student Advisor. She has a PhD in English from 
UC and writes novels in her spare time. Heather has 
two sons, Alan, 26 and Max, 22. Both attend 
community college. Max has worshipped a few 
times with Strawberry Creek.  
 
 

 
 

Heather Levien 
 
 
No stranger to Quaker organizations, Heather has 
attended Pacific Yearly Meeting every year since 
she became a Quaker in 1997, and this past year she 
was assistant to the clerk of PYM. She also co-
clerks the Quaker Center Board with Jay Cash. Her 
top interests are racial justice and climate. She 
could imagine a book group reading fiction related 
to these topics. Heather has served on Strawberry 
Creek’s Facilities committee, and she is now on 
Worship and Ministry. 
 
The committee was in unity to enthusiastically 
recommend Heather’s transfer of membership to 
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting. Care of 
Meeting recommendation (in favor of her 
membership) was presented to Meeting for Business 
in October, and is seasoning until the November 
Meeting for Business. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
First Day Children’s Program Report (9/11/22) 
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