Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Minutes of the Meeting for Business
First Day, June 11, 2006

Meeting for Business opened at 11:50 a.m. with silent worship. Larry Strain clerked the
meeting. Thirty-nine Friends were present. The Clerk reminded all those who were
present to help the Business Meeting maintain an atmosphere of worship and let the Spirit
work through us. Shelley Tanenbaum read reflections on Advices & Queries on
Simplicity on behalf of Peace, Earth Care & Social Witness Committee.

Minutes of the May 14, 2006 Meeting for Business were approved with two corrections:
Under Treasurer Report, the sentence reads “At the end of the first quarter of 2006, SCM
expenses exceeded income during the period by $9500.” The sentence should read “At
the end of April of 2006, SCM expenses exceeded income during the period by $9500."

Under the report for Sierra Friends Center, the following should be written “The deadline
for payment to the Sierra Friends Center for the work camp is June 21, 2006."

Correspondence & Clerk’s Business

The Christian Friends Conference will held on June 17, 2006 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the
Berkeley Friends Church at 1600 Sacramento Street in Berkeley, California.

There is a fundraising dinner for FCNL on June 21, 2006 in Sacramento, California.
Those interested should see Larry Strain who is in possession of several invitations.

Business Meeting approved paying Chaim Finkelman and Marta Blanchard to scan past
Meeting for Business minutes, $10/hour at a total estimated cost of $400 - $800.

Old Business

Nominating Committee (Charlie Blanchard): There were no concerns raised to the
names that were brought forth to Business Meeting on May 14, 2006. The meeting
approved the following individuals to serve in the following committees or roles:

John McCarthy, Electronic Resources Committee

Marianne Kearney-Brown, Facilities Committee

Ingrid Stephan, Hospitality Committee

Joe Morris, Library Committee

Tom Yamaguchi, Newsletter Editor

Julie Russell, Newsletter Distribution

Furthermore, it was reported that Julie Russell is being release from Library Committee,
and Ryan Baum is being release from Adult Education Committee.

Finance Committee (Peter Trueblood): Peter Trueblood reported that the Finance
Committee received two responses to the revised By-Laws of Strawberry Creek Monthly



Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, a California Religious Corporation. Both
responses felt it was necessary that everyone on the Board of Directors be a member of
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting. Peter proposed changing the By-Laws to close a
possible loophole which could put us in jeopardy of not having enough members of
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting to serve as directors. The corporation needs to have
at least 5 and no more than 15 directors. The change would place another sentence at the
end of Article 3, Directors, Section 1. The sentence would read “The Corporation needs
to have at least 5 members of the meeting to serve as directors. If there are not at least 5
people, then all members of the Worship and Ministry Committee will serve as
directors.”

In discussion, it was pointed out by a Friend that the Care of the Meeting Community
would be a better committee to take on this emergency role because, unlike the Worship
and Ministry Committee, all members of the Care of the Meeting Community must be a
member of Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting. The meeting then approved the
following amendment to the By-Laws:

“In the event that not all officers of Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting (SCMM) who
qualify as ex officio Board members are members of the Meeting, members of the Care
of the Meeting Community Committee would, as necessary, be nominated by the Board
to fill their place.”

A Friend expressed concern that requiring all directors to be members of Strawberry
Creek Monthly Meeting could put a constraint on possible nominations. The Finance
Committee clarified that this change would not place restrictions to nominating
committee as the restriction only applies to the Board of Directors and not to the
committees as a whole. (Members of the Care of the Meeting Community Committee are
already required to be members of Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting.) A Friend
reminded the meeting that Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting could change the By-
Laws in the future if the meeting felt a change would be needed.

Finance Committee explained that Board Meetings (which are required to be held at least
once a year) would be held during Strawberry Creek’s monthly Meetings for Business.
Outgoing officers of the meeting, Shelley Tanenbaum, Clerk, Sandra Lewis, Recording
Clerk and Alternate Clerk, and Leslie Leonard signed a waiver of advance notice to hold
the first Board Meeting on June 11, 2006, thus allowing this annual meeting of the Board
to take place within the June Meeting for Business. Ralph Murphy, who will continue to
be Treasurer for the coming 2006-2007 year, also signed the waiver.

Meeting for Business approved Shelley Tanenbaum as Clerk ad interim and Sandra
Lewis as Recording Clerk ad interim of the Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Corporation Board. Meeting for Business was then suspended while the founding Board
met to undertake the work of establishing the new Board of Directors. In response to a
Friend, a moment of silence worship was held before commencing with the Board
Meeting.



The meeting approved during the first meeting of the Board of Directors the following:

e The By-Laws of Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of
Friends, a California Religious Corporation as now amended were approved.

e A waiver of the four-day notice of Board elections.

e Appointment as officers of the Board: Larry Strain (Clerk), Leonard Joy
(Alternate Clerk), Dharma Yamaguchi (Secretary), Ralph Murphy (Treasurer),
and as members of the board: Peter Trueblood, Nancy Wilkinson, Pam Calvert,
and Kathy Barnhart (duly qualified as required by the By-laws) to serve on the
Board of Directors. (Approval of Jay Smith to the Board was held over pending
approval of the new Site Committee Clerk.)

e The address of the office of the Corporation: 1 Rockridge Place, Oakland,
California 94618 (the home of the Board member, Peter Trueblood).

e The creation of a bank account in the name of the corporation and the acceptance
of funds to be transferred from Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting to the
corporation.

This concluded the meeting of the Board. Following a moment of silent worship, Meeting
for Business was resumed.

Approval of transfer of assets: The meeting approved the transfer of all assets and
liabilities from the Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting account to the newly created
account for the corporation.

New Business

Nominating Committee (Charlie Blanchard): The Nominating Committee brought
forward the following names to the Business Meeting as members for the following
2006-2007 committees:

(1) Dee Rossman, Library Committee;

(2) Jill Lessing, Mutual Care Committee;

(3) Carl Anderson, College Park Quarterly, co-representative;
(4) Miftah Leath, Nursery Coordinator.

These names will be seasoned for one month.

The Nominating Committee brought forth the following names to the Business Meeting
as members for the 2006-2007 Site Committee:

(1) Patricia Netherly (Clerk);

(2) Jay Smith;

(3) Cindy Trueblood;

(4) Dick Strong (who is also serving on Facilities Committee);
(5) Philippa Barron.

These names will be seasoned for one month.

The Nominating Committee provided reflections on the meeting for the last year. They



were struck that everyone who served on Oversight this past year was very upbeat and
felt “it was an honor” to serve despite the huge work load for the committee. Many
people reported to members of nominating committee that they felt “distanced” in some
way and did not get enough worship in their lives. The growing size of the meeting
continues to be voiced as a concern for many people in the meeting. The Nominating
Committee continues to be concerned about the lack of interest in First Day School. The
committee came up with some suggestions to the meeting to the address this issue:
Circulating first Day School responsibilities among the committees; hiring more staff;
merging the First Day School Committee and the Adult Religious Education Committee
into a “Religious Education” committee.

The Nominating Committee also expressed concern that the meeting is creating
specialized committees, so that the number of committee slots is growing faster than
meeting attendance and membership. The members of Loaves and Fishes and Newsletter
committees have expressed concern to Nominating about having to front expenses for the
meeting. Finally, Nominating Committee encourages Oversight buddies to contact
committee clerks, and not wait until the new clerks contact them because of a problem.

Peace, Earth Care & Social Witness Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum):

Shelley Tanenbaum reported that a few members of the committee have been traveling to
meetings within College Park Quarterly to find out what other meetings are doing with
regard to Earth care. Many people in other meeting expressed feeling isolated in regards
to their Earth care work and did not know what the other meetings were doing as a
witness. After much thought, the committee decided to reserve Sierra Friends Center
from September 29 to October 1, 2006 for a weekend retreat for Friends within College
Park Quarterly Meeting, to share ideas and inspiration regarding their witness for Earth
care. The committee is requesting that Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting sponsor this
weekend retreat. The committee is also in the process of approaching Pacific Yearly
Meeting to co-sponsor this event. The event is being held for Friends within our quarter,
but will be open to all Friends with a concern for Earth care. A Friend expressed joy for
having the event but was concerned about a possible conflict with the meeting’s Fall
Retreat. A Friend on Retreat Committee clarified that there would be no conflict with the
Fall Retreat. Another Friend expressed concern about the financial commitment the
meeting would have to make to this retreat. A member of the Peace, Earth Care & Social
Witness Committee informed the meeting that they are not asking for funding at this time
and that it might be appropriate to fund the retreat with money from the Dime-A-Gallon
Fund. They chose the Sierra Friends Center to support its environmental mission and
because of the low cost to rent the facilities. Finally, the retreat may obtain funds from
Pacific Yearly Meeting if it decides to co-sponsor the event. The committee was also
seeking to involve the Woolman Semester with the retreat.

The Business Meeting approved proceeding with the retreat from September 29 to
October 1, 2006 at Sierra Friends Center as an initiative of the Strawberry Creek Monthly
Meeting.



Care of the Meeting Community (Larry Strain):

The committee requested that the meeting approve the transfer of $1000.00 into the
Scholarship fund. The fund has been depleted due to larger than normal requests from
Friends planning on attending Friends General Conference, which is on the west coast
this year. The meeting approved the transfer of $1,000.00 to the Scholarship Fund, and
asked the Treasurer commence with the transfer.

Wishing Well (Berkeley Free Box) (Elizabeth Strain): A volunteer at the Food Pantry
has asked for the Meeting’s support for a free box called the “Wishing Well” at Channing
and Roosevelt in Berkeley. A new homeowner in the neighborhood where the free box is
located has complained about the free box and is seeking its removal. There will be a
public meeting on June 20, 2006 regarding its future, and supporters of the free box have
asked churches and religious groups to write letters of support to the Berkeley City
Council. A Friend proposed that the Meeting draft a minute of support of the “Wishing
Well” to Berkeley City Council. The following minute was approved:

“Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
believes that the Wishing Well at Channing and Roosevelt has provided sustenance to
those in need; sharing of surplus, added to the sense of community, and supported to the
reduction of waste and burden on the environment for decades. We strongly urge that this
valuable and community supported, facility be sustained.”

The recording clerk was asked to mail a copy of the minute to the Berkeley City Council.
Reports

Hospitality Committee (Margaret Schneider) - On July 23, 2006, the meeting will host
a farewell potluck for David and Leslie Leonard and wish them well in their new home in
England. There will be a farewell event for Walter and Tracy Sullivan on August 12,
2006 as they leave Quaker Center for their new lives in the Philadelphia area.

Mutual Care Committee (Joyce Samati and Lynne D‘Angelo) - The Nominating
Committee will meet with the 2006-2007 members of the Mutual Care Committee at a
future date. The Nominating Committee is having this meeting, to pass on what they have
learned in making their calls to the Meeting community. The Mutual Care Committee
thanked all the outgoing members for their hard work.

Sierra Friends Center (Joyce Samati) - The Sierra Friends Center is holding a
fundraiser to raise a goal of $300,000.00. The Center is getting close to this goal, and
Cindy Trueblood has been a major catalyst in achieving this goal. Almost $250,000.00
has been raised so far.

First Day School Committee (Katherine Youngmeister)- First Day School reports that
until arrangements for the Nursery Coordinator are finalized they will circulate a nursery
sign-up sheet to be passed around at Meeting for Business and during refreshment hour
after Meeting for Worship.



Special Report on Spring Quarterly Meeting (Lisa Hubbell) - Lisa Hubbell attended
Quarterly Meeting and volunteered to give the highlights of the Quarterly Meeting. The
Quarterly Meeting was held at Ben Lomond Quaker Center. The theme was the state of
our meetings. On Saturday, small worship groups formed and each group was given a
State of Meeting Reports from Quaker meetings in College Park Quarter. The worship
groups then wrote queries in response to the reports they were given to read. On Saturday
evening, the evening program was dedicated to the Sullivan family who are leaving Ben
Lomond and moving to the Philadelphia area. Quaker Center is currently reviewing
applicants to replace the Sullivan family. There was a children’s program and the teen
group is active again. The attendance was down, possible due to FGC being held on the
west coast in July of 2006. The next Quarterly Meeting will be held at the end of October
at San Francisco Monthly Meeting in San Francisco, California.

Announcements

Sherrin Loyd asked that the meeting’s members and attendees keep Cindy, Bianca,
Travis, and Betty, who are long time attendees, in their prayers. Betty has been very ill
and is not expected to live much longer. Sherrin will be passing around a clip board with
a sign up list for people who are willing to deliver simple meals to the family during this
difficult time.

The Clerk expressed the Meeting’s thanks to all the people who had worked on the By-
Laws and our incorporation.

The next Meeting for Business will be on July 9, 2006 at 11:50 a.m. at Berkeley
Alternative High School. The meeting closed around 1:50 p.m. after a period of silent
worship.

Respectfully submitted,
Larry Strain, Clerk; Dharma Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk; Leonard Joy, Alternate Clerk.



