
 
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, July 11, 2010 Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 12:02 p.m. with silent worship.  Reflections were shared by 
the Finance and Site Committees on the advices and queries on Harmony with 
Creation.  Katherine Youngmeister clerked the meeting.  Twenty-seven Friends were 
present. The minutes of the June 13, 2010 Meeting for Business were read and 
approved with the following corrections:  under Clerk’s Business hearts and minds 
would be “engaged” rather than “burdened” and under Treasurer’s Report it was a 
member, not the Clerk, of Finance Committee who had received Meeting support to 
attend a workshop at Quaker Center Ben Lomond.   
 
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence 
 
The Clerk noted that this was the first time that the new clerking team for 
meeting for business for worship were all up front.  Ralph Murphy and Anne Maiden 
Brown were holding the meeting for business for worship in the Light.  The Clerk 
has renewed the month-to-month rental agreement with the School District.  She 
noted that while the newsletter has announced a meeting for business in August, 
that there are no plans to hold one.  The Clerk read a letter from the McCandless 
family, former members now members of Burlington, VT Meeting, who renewed their 
connections from 25 years ago movingly describing some of their journeys since 
then.   
 
Old Business 
 
Todd Osmundson Membership Request (Care of the Meeting Committee) (Sandra Lewis) 
Sandra reported that the transfer document from Missoula, MT Meeting has been 
received. No concerns have been expressed on the membership request of Todd 
Osmundson. The meeting approved the request. His welcoming committee will be 
Margaret Strain, Convener, Larry Strain, and Barbara Tittle.  The question of 
Associate Membership for Gretchen Osmundson was referred back to the Care of the 
Meeting Committee. 
 
New Member Welcoming (Care of the Meeting Committee) (Sandra Lewis) The event is 
scheduled for July 25th to welcome seven new members, including three transfers. 
 
2010-2011 Nominations (Nominating Committee) (Lisa Hubbell) No concerns were 
heard after seasoning for one month on the nominations of Jim Otis and Ahoora 
Izadi for Facilities Committee.  Two formerly approved nominees have responded on 
their availability to serve:  Mary Black will serve on the Site Committee and 
Martin Taber has not accepted service on Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness.   
 
New Business and Reports 
 
Ministry and Worship (Sarah Hawthorne) Sarah reported that the Committee was in 
unity with Elaine Emily’s request for a renewed travel minute to Australia and, 
perhaps, New Zealand Yearly Meetings.  The request had been enthusiastically 
endorsed by her Anchoring Committee (Leonard Joy, Clerk, Andrew Youngmeister, and 
Jay Smith) which is in unity with her ministry on eldering.  Leonard reported 
that Elaine’s ministry has been well received in North America and at the Friends 



World Committee for Consultation meeting held in Bonn, Germany.  The Clerk read a 
draft travel letter which will season for a month and be brought back to the 
September meeting for business. 
 
Sarah reported that the Committee had come to clarity on the issue of holding the 
meeting for worship on the occasion of business in the Light.  This role for two 
people is a calling or a leading and is not assigned as with other appointments 
such as greeters and closers of the meeting.  For the next few months people on 
the Ministry and Worship Committee will serve in this capacity.  Consideration 
will be given to opening up this role to others after four months.  If it happens 
that the same two people perform this role on an ongoing basis, then the 
Nominating Committee may be asked to take up this service as appointments. 
 
Sarah reported on the upcoming schedule for the Committee’s after-Meeting events:  
July 18 with Rachel Findley on “Are You There?  Presence and Forsakenness – 
Personal, Community, and the Larger World”; August 15 Treasurer Beth Wrightson on 
“Meeting’s True Priorities: Our Budget”; August 29 Outdoor Worship at Live Oak 
Park; September 28 An Evening with Sharon Driscoll on “Sensing the Sacred in Your 
Ordinary Day”; and in the Spring a discussion on Spirit and Communication held by 
the Worship and Ministry and Communications Committees. 
 
Sarah reported that Ellen Levin, who knows the individual who expressed profound 
grief near the end of the meeting for worship this morning, will continue to work 
with her in the community. 
 
Nominating Committee (Lisa Hubbell)  At the last meeting, Rhea Farley stepped 
forward as willing to serve as the Summer Children’s Program Coordinator.  Lisa 
reported that the First Day School and Nominating Committees are in unity for 
this service to go forward. The Meeting accepted the report with appreciation to 
Rhea Farley. 
 
At the last meeting, Rick Herbert stepped forward as willing to serve as the 
Observer for Pacific Yearly Meeting. Because this service occurs soon, the 
Nominating Committee recommended approval at this meeting and also recommended 
financial support.  The Meeting approved the appointment of Rick Herbert as 
substitute Observer at Pacific Yearly Meeting 2010 Annual Sessions with 
appreciation.  Darcy Stanley will resume service in this role after Yearly 
Meeting.  The Meeting also heard strong sentiment that if people are asked to be 
representatives or observers, their service should be supported financially.  The 
Clerk noted that the immediate costs, not expected to exceed $200 additional 
support beyond what is currently in the Meeting budget, may come back for future 
approval or it may come out of the existing budget. 
 
 
(Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness Committee) (Larry Strain) 
The Committee presented several revisions to its 2008 job description, adding 
under “Purpose,” “The committee drafted a Testimony on Earthcare that was 
approved by the Meeting in April, 2010.” Under “Nature & Frequency of 
Activities,” the Committee substituted the following updated paragraph: “The full 
Peace,  Earthcare & Social Witness Committee may meet monthly and usually not 
less than quarterly.  Friends working on particular issues often form a workgroup 
that meets separately and reports back to the full committee.  Workgroups are 



usually made up of a few members of the Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness 
Committee plus additional Friends from Meeting with a special interest in the 
particular issue.”   
These proposed changes will season until the September meeting. 
 
The Committee donated from its budget $35 each to the National Religious Campaign 
Against Torture and the Bay Area Religious Campaign Against Torture in which the 
Meeting has been members for several years. 
 
The FCL Auction will be held on September 19, 2010 with Kevin Insko of FCL as a 
speaker. 
 
The Meeting’s Testimony on Earthcare will be forwarded to the Pacific Yearly 
Meeting Discipline Committee along with a letter signed by the Clerk explaining 
what we did and how we did it.  Rick Herbert will be present at the Yearly 
Meeting sessions as a resource on this and the Meeting’s Dime-a-Gallon Dream 
Fund. 
 
The Committee will again hold a tabling fair next Spring for organizations that 
the Meeting’s budget supports as well as for individuals in the Meeting to 
highlight other groups in which they are active. 
 
The Committee reported that Wilbur Hoff is part of the Quaker Center Ben Lomond 
Watershed Project that is bringing together all property holders in the watershed 
to consider how they might take actions to better care for the ecosystem. 
 
The Committee is reviewing the Dime-a-Gallon Fund Project in order to revitalize 
it and to determine the best way that funds might be distributed. 
 
Reports 
 
(Retreat Committee) (Shelley Tanenbaum) Shelley reported that while there are 
four named members of the committee, only two are regularly present to carry out 
business.  They are considering whether or not to hold a Fall Retreat.  They 
invite others to help take this on.  Leonard Joy noted that there is a buddy 
system to whom to turn for such matters as part of the Care of the Meeting 
Committee.  We heard several possibilities for groups and themes for a Fall 
Retreat.  We also heard that the Retreat could be based on the older, simpler 
model of a potluck that would simplify the logistics.   
 
 
(Site and Facilities Committees) (Patrick Foley) Patrick reported on the current 
status of the Meeting’s offsite storage unit whose rent doubled recently.  The 
Meeting authorized the Facilities Committee to make whatever arrangements it 
deems appropriate for disposition of the large library cart so that they can get 
a smaller storage unit.  The Meeting encouraged the Committee to work with other 
Committees’ Clerks on reviewing and, if necessary, disposing of materials 
currently stored there.  It was suggested that both an inventory and a procedural 
manual or protocol be developed that could be updated as appropriate.  A Friend 
suggested that the Facilities Committee job description be updated with overall 
responsibility for this off-site storage unit. The Meeting requested a report 
back.  



 
Announcements 
 
Rachel Findley announced that College Park Quarterly Meeting would be held 
October 15-17, 2010 at the Sierra Friends Center.  The CPQM Committee on Ministry 
and Counsel suggested the theme of the weekend be “how non-theist and Christian 
Quakers can be together spiritually.”   
 
The meeting closed at 1:45 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
The next Business Meeting will be held September 12, 2010 at 11:50 a.m. at the 
Berkeley Technology Academy. 
 
Submitted by:  Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk, Charles Blanchard, Alternate Clerk,  
and Stephen McNeil, Recording Clerk 
 


