
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Minutes of the Meeting for Business 
First Day, February 11, 2007 
  
Meeting for Business opened at 12:05 p.m. with silent worship, Larry Strain clerked.  Thirty-seven 
Friends were present.  Rene Watkins on behalf Site Committee and Finance Committee read 
reflections on the Advices & Queries regarding Stewardship and Vocation. 
  
Minutes of the January 14, 2007 Meeting for Business were approved with the following 
corrections: 
 

· (1)  “Minutes of the Meeting for Business First Day, January 14, 2006” should read 
“Minutes of the Meeting for Business First Day, January 14, 2007.” (2)  The Called Meeting 
for Business opened at 11:30 a.m. (3) The Called Meeting for Business closed at 11:40 a.m. 
and not 11:40 p.m. 

 
· Correspondence & Clerk‘s Business:  The following sentence in the minute for David and 

Leslie Leonard’s sojourning membership should be changed from “David and Leslie 
Leonard have requested that their membership be changed to sojourning membership at 
Sussex East Monthly Meeting in England, so they can participate in the meeting.” to “David 
and Leslie Leonard have requested sojourning membership in Sussex East Monthly Meeting 
in England, so they can participate more fully in that meeting.” 

 
· Electronic Resources Committee:  The following change “(1) privacy is no less of a concern 

than it was initially” to “(1) Yahoo’s privacy policy is now less of a concern than it was 
initially.” 

 
Correspondence & Clerk’s Business: 
 

· Pittsburg Friends Meeting House had requested that Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
provide a traveling minute to be delivered by Heather Alden.  Several Friends reminded the 
meeting that a traveling minute was usually reserved for Friends traveling with a concern.  
A letter of introduction would be more appropriate for Heather’s visit.    The meeting 
approved the letter that the clerk had drafted.  

 
· The meeting received a pamphlet on the upcoming Friends General Conference to be held at 

the University of Wisconsin from June 30 to July 2, 2007.  The pamphlet also included 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

information about financial aid. 
 

Old Business 
 
Electronic Resources Committee (Tom Yamaguchi):  After seasoning for one month, the 
following were approved by the meeting: (1) Strawberry Creek Meeting’s Web Coordinator job 
description. (2) Draft Policy on Private Group Eligibility. (3)  A recommendation to end the NPO 
group and continue the Yahoo group as the official web group for Strawberry Creek Monthly 
Meeting.  In response to a concerned Friend, Electronic Resources Committee will remind web 
group users that e-mail is not a secure form of communication and there is no guarantee of privacy 
when sending e-mail. 
  
Naming Committee (Rich Tittle):  There were no concerns regarding the nomination of Laura 
Cornell, and the meeting approved her nomination to the Nominating Committee. 
  
New Business 
  
Reports 
 
Site Committee (Patricia Netherly):  The committee plans to mail a letter of interest of a long term 
lease or purchase to the churches and congregations in the area.  Two members of the committee, 
Cindy Trueblood and Patricia Netherly, visited the Northminster Presbyterian Church after learning 
that the church has been closed.  The committee has spoken to the San Francisco Presbytery and 
learned that they are currently discussing options including giving the property to another 
congregation in its presbyter or selling the property.  The presbytery was interested in a 12 to 18 
month lease with a congregation who would use the property until they came to a final decision.  
The committee will send them a letter of interest with our contact information.  The Site and 
Finance Committees have approved  a pledge form that members can use to contribute to the 
Meeting House Fund.  The form has been placed on the back table of the meeting hall, and 
everyone in the Meeting directory will also receive a copy in the mail. 
 
Mutual Care Committee (Joyce Samati):  The committee thanks the community for approaching 
the committee with requests of holding individuals in the Light and requesting clearness 
committees.  The committee reported that it is reviewing the meeting’s care for couples’ marriages 
under its care.  Mutual Care wishes to speak with individuals who have served on Marriage 
Clearness Committees in the past.  The committee would like to hear individuals thoughts and ideas 
on how the meeting can hold marriages in the Light. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Day School (Katherine Youngmeister):  The younger children are discussing community and 
worship.  The middle school is editing their video of the meeting.  The teen group is not very active 
this year, and the teens have been choosing to help care for the younger children during meeting.  
As a result, Heather Alden will begin working with the middle school and younger children.  The 
older teens have graduated or will graduate from High School in the coming year.  Furthermore, 
there is an age gap between the younger children and the older teens.  This means, in the future, that 
adults will need to be more active in First Day School.  The meeting was also reminded that an 
adult or teenager must be involved with the meeting for six months before they can work with the 
children. 
 
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness (Shelley Tanenbaum):  The committee is restructuring and 
is creating two subcommittees, one for environmental stewardship and one for peace and social 
witness.  The subcommittees will meet once a month, and the full committee will meet quarterly.  
In January 2007, the committee held a listening meeting to decide how to use the money from the 
“Dime-A-Gallon” fund.  The fund currently has around $3,700, and the fund is raising an average 
of $2,000 a year.  The committee is still working on how to spend the funds for a future project.  
The next earth care display will be either on eating locally or water resources. 
 
Care of the Meeting Committee (Nancy Wilkinson):  The committee is continuing to explore 
Pacific Yearly Meeting’s call for “Year of Discernment.”   
 
The Committee is looking for a less cumbersome name and suggested renaming itself as 
Stewardship Committee.  The meeting requested the committee draft a proposal that includes 
reasons in support of the change.  
 
The Care of the Meeting Committee offered a minute that requests Pacific Yearly Meeting consider 
joining Friends General Conference.  The minute was intended to be brought to Representative 
Committee Meeting on March 3 in Palo Alto.  As there was not enough time to season the minute 
for one month, Care of the Meeting Committee was directed to write a minute that could be brought 
to College Park Quarterly Meeting when it meets May 19 and 20 in Ben Lomond.  Several 
members discussed the history of the Oxthodox- Hicksite split which let to the formation of the 
Yearly Meetings in the east as Friends General Conference.  They also talked about the legacy of 
Joel Bean who helped form the independent spirit of the Quakers in the west, and the reluctance of 
Western Quakers to be involved in the squabbling of the Quakers back east.  Many members voiced 
approval of the idea of the Yearly Meeting joining Friends General Conference.  John Helding’s 
article in the November, 2006 Friends Bulletin will be posted on the meeting’s web group.  Pam 
Calvert offered copies of her paper on the origin of Quakers in the western U.S.  These two 
resources are intended to assist in the seasoning process. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adult Education (Sasha Hauswald):  A subcommittee has been formed to work on an introductory 
course of Quakerism.  The members of the subcommittee are: Peter Lin, Clerk, Heather Alden, 
Dharma Yamaguchi, and Sasha Hauswald.  The subcommittee has developed a new version of 
Quakerism 101 which includes the history and development of Quakers on the west coast.  The 
subcommittee has developed an Outline for a course which will have seven sessions and will begin 
in March or April of 2007.  The committee plans to meet one more time before the beginning of the 
course. 
 
Hospitality Committee (Elsa Glines):  The committee submitted a proposed job description to the 
meeting.  The meeting suggested a minor change.  The job description will season for one month. 
 
Announcements 

 
One Friend appreciates the meeting’s newsletter and reads it cover to cover. 
 
Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) and Death Penalty Focus are co-hosting a 
fundraising dinner on March 2, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. at the Radisson Hotel, 500 Leisure Lane, 
Sacramento, California. 
 
The next Meeting for Business will be held on March 11, 2007 at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley 
Technology Academy. 
 
The meeting closed at 1:45 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Respectfully submitted: Larry Strain, Clerk; Dharma Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk, Leonard 
Joy, Alternate Clerk. 
 
 
 
 


