Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, First Day, November 11, 2007

Minutes

The meeting opened at 11:55 a.m. with silent worship, Larry Strain clerked. Thirty-two
Friends were present. Pam Calvert read reflections of the Nominating Committee on the
Advices & Queries on The Meeting Community.

Minutes of the October 14, 2007 Meeting for Business were approved with four
corrections:

1. Under corrections to the September 9, 2007 Minutes; Report on Pacific Yearly
Meeting; There were a total of eleven plenary sessions; one of the plenary sessions was
dedicated to the “Year of Discernment,” and another plenary session was an open session.

2. Under Hospitality Committee Report, the second sentence should read: “The
committee has a sign-up sheet for volunteers to provide meals and offer fellowship to Jill
Lessing once a week.”

3. Under Finance Committee Report: The meeting approved setting up a separate fund
for the gift from Stephanie Kennedy to keep it separate from the general fund.

4. Under Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness Report: The last sentence should be
corrected as “A pilot project group called ‘Quaker Earthcare Practice Circle’ has formed
to focus on water issues.”

Correspondence & Clerk’s Business

Patricia Netherly reported that she has been well received by her new meeting, Nashville
Meeting, and attended their retreat.

Old Business

Naming Committee (Jed Appleman): The following nominations for the Nominating
Committee are being submitted to the meeting: John McCarthy, clerk for one year of two
year term; Richard Leath, one additional year of service; Rhea Farley, one additional year
of service; Mary White, one additional year of service; Laura Magnani, two year term;
Roxanne Crittenden, two year term; and Peter Lin, two year term. The nominations will
season for one month. Any concerns should be brought to the Naming Committee.

Worship and Ministry (Kathy Barnhart): The committee recommended that the clerk



send a travel minute for Elaine Emily’s ministry on eldering. After laboring with the
committee, a concerned Friend is comfortable with the meeting sending the travel minute.
Elaine Emily will be on a six week trip in Australia with her elder, Kathy Walling,
participating in worship sharing groups, workshops, and Australia Yearly Meeting. The
meeting approved sending the travel minute, which the clerk had presented.

New Business

Nominating Committee (Pam Calvert): The nomination of Lisa Hubbell to serve as the
Pacific Yearly Meeting Representative was brought forward. This nomination will
season for one month. Susan Black was released from her service on the Library
Committee. The Nominating Committee is still searching for an Alternate Representative
to Pacific Yearly Meeting. All individuals who feel called to serve in this position should
contact Nominating Committee.

Care of the Meeting Committee (Susan Burr): Upon request of the meeting, the
committee has written a letter for the clerk’s signature recommending that Pacific Yearly
Meeting join Friends General Conference. Furthermore, the meeting approved that the
letter be sent to Friends Bulletin for publication, Presiding Clerk of College Park
Quarterly Meeting, Clerk of Ministry and Oversight for College Park Quarterly Meeting,
Presiding Clerk of Pacific Yearly Meeting, Clerk of Ministry and Oversight for Pacific
Yearly Meeting, Clerk of Finance for Pacific Yearly Meeting, several representatives for
Pacific Yearly Meeting, and to officers within Friends General Conference.

The memorial minute for Rachel Ann Elder was approved. The minute will be published
in the Friends Bulletin and placed in our records. The committee thanked Elsa Glines for
her contribution to this minute.

First Day School Committee (Jay Roger Smith):

The committee would like to bring back the practice of having the children come into
Meeting for Worship for the first fifteen minutes. The meeting requested that the
committee work with Worship and Ministry and the parents to figure out the logistics of
bringing the children into Meeting for Worship.

The committee is having difficulty finding adults to assist our teens in watching the
children during Business Meeting or during activities after Meeting for Worship. The
lack of adult supervision may create a conflict with our insurance. The meeting requested
that the Safety Committee made-up of the clerk of the meeting, clerk of First Day School,
and the clerk of Care of the Meeting meet and return to the meeting in December with a
recommendation.

The committee is seeking an individual to watch one child with special needs during First
Day School during most Sundays. The individual will be paid $10.00 an hour.



Reports

Finance Committee (Renee Watkins): Strawberry Creek Friends Meeting’s Budget
History 2004-2007 and Strawberry Creek Friends Meeting’s Budget for 2008 were
presented to the meeting. The meeting accepted the report and requested that the Finance

Committee update the informational pamphlet on the Quaker organizations the meeting
funds.

Treasurer’s Report (Ralph Murphy): The “Income and Expense Report” was presented
to the meeting. To date, the meeting has spent $7,500 over its budget. This is normal for
this time of year, but the meeting will need to raise at least $13,000 by the end of
December to balance the budget. The Finance Committee will be making regular
announcements to remind members and attenders to donate. The Stephanie Kennedy
fund has its own expense line to keep it separate from the general fund. The meeting has
over $100,000 in assets. There is $40,000 in the Site Contingency Fund, and $45,000
worth of pledges to the Site Contingency Fund.

Sierra Friends Center (Cindy Trueblood):

The fundraising dinner for the Woolman Center on October 12, 2007, “Locavore’s
Delight,” was a success.

Van Jones will be speaking at the United Methodist Church on Lake Merritt in Oakland
on November 15, 2007.

The next Woolman Semester graduation will be on December 15, 2007 at 1:00 p.m.
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum):

The pilot project group “Quaker Earthcare Practice Circle” will meet tonight, November
11,2007, to discuss water use. The committee will monitor this group, and will create
more “Quaker Earthcare Practice Circles” dealing with other earth care issues if the pilot
group is successful.

The committee will be meeting at the end of November to work on queries and planning
for a worship sharing group on Quaker activism and the war in Iraq to be held on
December 2, 2007. Suggestions for queries are welcome and should be brought to
Shelley Tanenbaum.

The showing of “The Ghosts of Abu Ghraib” on October 22, 2007 at UC Berkeley was
very successful, and many students attended.

There will be a silent auction at the end of January in 2008 to benefit Friends Committee



on Legislation. Barbara Tittle and Shelley Tanenbaum will be organizing this event.
Further details will be provided in the near future.

Mutual Care (Bob Burnett): The committee has heard from the meeting community that
many of us suffer from stress and depression. On December 16, 2007, the committee will

hold a panel discussion on managing stress. The committee is available to those who are
seeking assistance with their stress and depression.

Announcements

The next Meeting for Business will be on December 9, 2007 at 12:00 p.m. at the
Berkeley Technology Academy.

The Holiday party will be on December 15, 2007 at Berkeley Friends Church.

The memorial for Susan Wirth will be held at 3:30 p.m. on November 17, 2007 at the
Berkeley Meetinghouse.

The Listening Session for the State of the Meeting will be held on February 3, 2008.

Please provide submissions for the newsletter as early as possible. The next newsletter
deadline is November 25, 2007.

The meeting closed at 1:55 p.m. with silent worship.

Respectfully submitted: Larry Strain, Clerk; Shelley Tanenbaum, Temporary Alternate
Clerk; and Dharma Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk.



