
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,		April	14,	2013	

Minutes	
	

Meeting	opened	at	11:56	a.m.	with	silent	worship.		Charlie	Blanchard	clerked	the	Meeting.		Thirty-six		Friends	
were	present.		Carl	Thiermann	shared	the	loaves	and	fishes	committee’s	responses	to	the		Advices	and	Queries	
on	The	Meeting	Community.	
	
The	agenda	was	reviewed	and	approved.		Minutes	for	the	March	10,	2013	Meeting	for	Business	were	read	and	
approved	with	one	correction:		Tom	Yamaguchi,	clerk	of	Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	
(PEASW),	will	work	jointly	with	Sarah	Hawthorne,	co-clerk	of	Care	of	Meeting	Committee	(COM),	in	shepherding	
the	formation	of	an	ad	hoc	committee	to	develop	queries	and	plan	a	meeting	for	the	Meeting	community	to	
discern	how	Carolyna	Marks’	bequest	of	$12,500	to	Meeting	may	best	be	used.	
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:		Thank	you	letters	were	shared	from	both	the	American	Friends	
Service	Committee	and	the	Berkeley	Food	Pantry	for	annual	donations	of	$150	received	from	Strawberry	Creek	
Meeting.			*	Senator	Barbara	Boxer	sent	a	letter	affirming	her	shared	concern	for	the	critical	need	to	address	
climate	change,	and	noting	several	ways	in	which	she	is	working	on	this	through	the	legislative	process.																		
*	Friends	General	Conference	(FGC)	sent	2	brochures	with	information	about	the	2013	Annual	Gathering.	
These	are	available	for	anyone	interested.	
	
Old	Business:		
State	of	the	Meeting	Report:		(Laura	Magnani)		Laura	read	a	slightly	revised	version	of	the	State	of	the	Meeting	
Report.		Friends	expressed	appreciation	for	its	depth	and	accuracy	in	conveying	the	experience	and	spirit	of	our	
Meeting	community.		The	report	was	approved	with	one	change,	with	gratitude	to	the	writing	committee:		Laura	
Magnani,	Susan	Strong	and	Josh	Gallup.		It	will	now	be	sent	to	Elizabeth	Boardman,	clerk	of	Quarterly	Meeting’s	
Ministry	and	Oversight	Committee.	
	
Care	of	Meeting	(COM):		Sarah	Hawthorne:		Sarah	noted	that	COM	brought	a	recommendation	to	our	January	
2013	Meeting	for	Business	to	approve	Mary	White’s	requested	transfer	of	membership	from	Boulder	Meeting	in		
Colorado	back	to	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting.		No	concerns	have	been	expressed	about	this	recommendation.		
Now	that	the	letter	of	transfer	for	Mary	has	been	received	from	Boulder	Meeting,	Meeting	was	asked	to	follow	
through	in	approving	this	request.		Friends	were	delighted	to	do	so.		A	committee	was	formed	to	welcome	Mary,	
with	Elizabeth	Strain,	convener,	Barbara	Graves,	and	Susan	Strong.	
	
New	Business:	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee	(COM):		(Sarah	Hawthorne)		Sarah	reported	that	the	COM	committee	has	heard	
and	considered	reports	from	three	membership	clearness	committees.		COM	now	joyously	and	enthusiastically	
recommends	Laura	Miller,	Angela	Imhoff	and	Margaret	Sorrel	for	membership	in	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting.	
Larry	Strain	read	a	report	for	Laura	Miller,	whose	membership	clearness	committee	was	composed	of	Larry	
Strain,	convener,	Susan	Black	and	Kathy	Barnhart.		Sarah	Hawthorne	shared	the	report	for	Angela	Imhoff’s	
membership	clearness	committee,	which	consisted	of	Margaret	Schneider,	convener,	Melinda	Glines,	and	John	
McCarthy.		The	report	from	Margaret	Sorrel’s	clearness	committee,	recommending	the	transfer	of	her	
membership	from	University	Friends	Meeting	in	Seattle,	was	read	by	Laura	Magnani.		This	committee	included	
Laura	Magnani,	convener,	Ralph	Murphy	and	Jed	Appelman.		Members	of	each	of	these	committees	were	
thanked	for	their	service.		Meeting	will	now	season	these	recommendations	until	our	May	Meeting	for	Business.			
	
Nominating	Committee	(Angela	Imhoff)		Angela	presented	the	slate	of	nominees	to	serve	in	Meeting	roles	from	
June	1,	2013	–	May	31,	2014.		Barb	Tittle’s	name	was	added,	as	Ben	Lomond	Quaker	Center	Representative.		Two	
individuals	have	stepped	forward	to	help	with	the	use	of	nametags	at	Meeting.			They	are	listed	under	the	
facilities	committee,	as	adjunct	members.		There	are	openings	for	representatives	to	the	Friends	Committee	on	
Legislation	of	California	(FCLCA)	and	Sierra	Friends	Center,	as	well	as	for	an	additional	member	of	the	Peace,	
Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee.		One	concern	raised	was	referred	back	to	the	nominating	committee	
for	consideration.		It	was	noted	that	the	names	of	nominating	committee	members	and	those	in	ex	officio	roles	
were	included	for	informational	purposes.			The	clerk	thanked	nominating	committee	for	its	diligent	work	in	
developing	this	slate.	
	
Reports:	
Worship	and	Ministry	Committee:		(Elizabeth	Strain)		Elizabeth	read	a	memorial	minute	for	Carolyna	Marks,	
a	member	of	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting	who	died	in	May	2011,	and	for	whom	a	memorial	meeting	for	worship	
was	held	jointly	with	Downs	Memorial	Methodist	Church	in	July	2012.		The	minute	will	be	included	in	the	



newsletter,	when	space	is	available.		This	reading	reminded	Friends	how	much	people	in	Meeting	have	
contributed	both	within	our	community	and	in	the	wider	world.		*	Elizabeth	also	reported	that	Spiritual	Life	
Sharing	Groups	are	now	being	formed:		groups	of	4	individuals	will	meet	together	once	a	month	for	six	months	
to	consider	queries	which	nurture	spiritual	growth.		Gratitude	was	expressed	to	Margaret	Sorrel,	instrumental		
in	developing	the	plan	for	these	groups.		
	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee	(COM)	(Sarah	Hawthorne)		Following	up	on	the	request	from	the	March	Meeting	
for	Business	that	COM	work	with	PEASW	to	discern	how	to	spend	the	$12,500	bequest	from	Carolyna	Marks,	
these	two	committees	met	jointly	and	formed	an	ad	hoc	committee.		Tom	Yamaguchi	and	Micki	Graham	from	
PEASW	and	Sarah	Hawthorne	and	Laura	Magnani	from	COM	will	develop	queries	for	a	Listening	Meeting	to	be	
held	on	June	16th.		Everyone	will	then	have	the	opportunity	to	share	ideas,	while	keeping	in	mind	the	suggested	
guidelines	previously	offered	by	the	finance	committee.			*	Preparations	are	going	well	for	the	Spring	Retreat,	to	
be	held	May	3-5.		*	Friends	were	reminded	that	COM	administers	the	Quaker	Events	Scholarship	Fund,	which	
helps	those	interested	attend	FGC’s	Annual	Gathering	and	Pacific	Yearly	Meeting’s	Annual	Session.		*	COM	is	
supporting	the	work	of	nominating	committee	by	calling	individuals	who	may	not	be	able	to	serve	on	a	
committee,	to	express	interest	in	their	spiritual	well-being	and	to	update	any	changes	needed	for	their	directory	
information.			*	COM	is	reflecting	on	principles	that	may	guide	us	in	responding	appropriately	to	prisoner	
inquiries.		Often	these	are	expressed	in	terms	of	spiritual	seeking;	experience	suggests	they	are	less	about	
information	and	more	about	wanting	an	ongoing	relationship	of	some	type,	even	if	just	via	correspondence.		One	
possibility	would	be	for	such	letters	to	be	offered	in	some	way,	so	that	any	individual	in	Meeting	who	felt	led	to	
make	a	written	response	could	do	so.		Further	action	on	this	matter	has	been	deferred,	for	now.			
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(PEASW)	(Tom	Yamaguchi)		Tom	shared	that	demand	is	up	
and	donations	are	down	at	the	Berkeley	Food	Pantry.		On	April	21	Tom	will	join	others	from	Berkeley	Friends	
Church	in	supporting	the	2013	CROP	Hunger	Walk.		*	PEASW	is	exploring	whether	to	continue	the	Meeting’s	
quarterly	locavore	potlucks.		Friends	offered	several	ideas	for	consideration,	that	may	support	increased	
participation.		The	summer	locavore	potluck	is	scheduled	on	Sun.,	July	14th.			
	
Friends	Committee	on	National	Legislation	(FCNL)	Representative	(Susan	Strong)		Susan	reported	that	
Strawberry	Creek	Meeting’s	feedback	on	the	FCNL	policy	queries	has	been	submitted	by	the	requested	April	1st	
due	date.		Together	with	responses	from	Meetings	throughout	the	country,	these	will	contribute	to	FCNL’s	
revised	policy	statement.	
	
Facilities	Committee	(Rhea	Farley)	Rhea	noted	that	the	facilities	committee	has	made	a	few	changes	in	its	
procedures,	which	are	included	in	its	updated	job	description.		*	The	committee	has	been	wishing	for	over	a	year	
to	do	something	to	convey	its	appreciation	to	the	school	custodian,	Robert	Jamison,	who	is	a	steady	and	helpful	
presence	on-site.		Facilities	committee	has	decided	to	express	its	gratitude	by	giving	him	a	gift	card	about	May	1.		
(It	was	noted	that	this	would	be	in	addition	to	the	check	Meeting	has	given	Robert	annually	in	December.)												
*	The	committee	plans	to	buy	another	table	for	easy	access	use	after	Meeting.		The	storage	plan	for	this	is	in	
place.			
	
Announcements:	
There	will	be	a	Bay	Area	Woolman	Gathering	at	the	home	of	the	Truebloods	on	Sunday	afternoon,	April	21.	
The	Meeting’s	Spring	Retreat	will	be	held	at	Ben	Lomond	Quaker	Center	from	May	3	–	5,	2013.	
College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting’s	Spring	Session	May	17	–	19	will	also	be	at	Ben	Lomond	Quaker	Center.	
The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	on	May	12,	followed	immediately	by	the	annual	Strawberry	Creek	Board	
Meeting.	
Larry	Perry	urged	Friends	to	see	“The	Central	Park	5”,	a	film	addressing	criminal	justice	issues,	to	be	shown	on	
television	locally	April	16th.	
	
Meeting	closed	at	1:55	p.m.	with	silent	worship.	
	
Submitted	by	Charlie	Blanchard,	clerk,	Nancy	Wilkinson,	alternate	clerk,	and	Joyce	Samati,	recording	clerk	
	
	


