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Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, April 8, 2012 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at noon with silent worship.  Charles Blanchard clerked the meeting.  
Twenty-seven Friends were present.   Thomas Yamaguchi read the reflections of the Peace, 
Earthcare and Social Witness Committee on the Advices and Queries on Meeting Community.  
The agenda was reviewed and approved with a few changes. 
 
The minutes of the March 11, 2012 Meeting for Business were read and approved with a 
clarification that the reason why the Meeting had received five extra copies of Western Friend 
was that we were being remunerated for having “authored” a published article on what 
“holding in the Light” meant to us.  
 
Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: 
 
Mona Silipo, sojourning in the U.K., has sent us a postcard with the Quaker Meeting sculpture 
done by Peter Peri which was passed around. 

 
 
Fort Collins Monthly Meeting (CO and IMYM) has sent in a thank you note for the Meeting’s $150 
donation to the workcamp ministry of Mike Grey. 
 
Old Business:  
 
Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness Committee (Thomas Yamaguchi) Tom reported that the 
Committee had seasoned a revised minute first brought up at our last business meeting. 
 
The Meeting approved the Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness Committee  recommendation 
that Susan Strong be invited by Pacific Yearly Meeting to present an interest group during the 
2012 annual session at Walker Creek Ranch.  Susan is a member of Strawberry Creek Meeting.  
The topic of her interest group is “Friendly Persuasion Today.”  It is based on her 14 years of 



teaching progressives and liberals how to convey their messages and on her new book Move 
Our Message:  How to Get America’s Ear.   
Susan has published two articles in the Quaker Eco-Bulletin.  For more information, see the 
attached page and The Metaphor Project website:  http://www.metaphorproject .org. 
 
Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness Committee (Susan Strong)  Susan, having read and 
circulated the Meeting’s suggestions for the FCNL Priorities for the 113th Congress, reported 
that there were no substantive changes to the Meeting’s response. 
 
The Meeting approved the report of the Meeting’s suggestions for priorities for FCNL and 
Friends to consider for work with the 113th Congress. 
 
State of the Meeting Report (Jed Appelman, Margaret Sorrel, and Renee Watkins)  Jed 
Appelman and Renee Watkins distributed both a short version (for College Park Quarterly and 
Pacific Yearly Meetings) and a longer version for the Meeting on the State of the Meeting that 
had minor corrections from the reports distributed in March.  One Friend had thought that the 
reports were a bit too positive but the writing group decided to leave that impression alone.  
The shorter report is due at the May 18th College Park Quarterly Meeting. Meeting approved 
sending the short report to Quarterly Meeting any time after May 1, but the writing group will 
bring it back to our May Meeting for Business if any further revisions are needed. We will hold 
over approval of the longer report to our May meeting.  
 
New Business: 
 
Mutual Care Committee (Susan Black)  Susan reported that Elsa Glines had convened a 
Clearness Committee consisting of herself, Kathy Barnhart, and Sherrin Lloyd who met with 
Beth Wrightson and Kelly Allgaier.  The Committee is excited to recommend that the Meeting 
take under its care the marriage of Beth and Kelly which, if approved, will be held September 
8th. 
 
The Meeting accepted the report recommending its taking under its care the marriage of Beth 
Wrightson and Kelly Allgaier and will act on this at the May meeting when an arrangements 
committee will also be announced. 
 
Nominating Committee (Angela Imhoff)  Angela distributed a 2012-2013 Nominating Slate 
noting that ex-officio and “buddies” members to committees will be added in.  Renee Watkins’ 
name was added to the Care of the Meeting Committee’s roster.  A Friend stated that she 
appreciated the calls that she had received this year from Nominating Committee and all 
expressed appreciation for the work of the Committee.  The nominations will season for the 
month.  Questions or concerns should be addressed to the Clerk or Committee members.  New 
committees and positions will begin June 2012. 
 
Reports: 
 

http://www.metaphorproject/


Worship & Ministry Committee (Elizabeth Strain)  Elizabeth reported that two programs on 
spiritual learning (Carl Magruder on his public ministry as a hospital chaplain and Rachel Findley 
and, in spirit, Barbara Graves, on spoken ministry) have been held.  The March 31 Memorial 
Meeting for Sandra Lewis took place with appreciation to the committee consisting of Shelley 
Tanenbaum, Al Thompson, and Peter Trueblood.  Some concerns about current committee 
structure and responsibilities arose from this meeting that have been brought to the attention 
of the Mutual Care Committee. 
 
Worship & Ministry and Mutual Care Committee are reviewing the current format for the third 
Frist Day meeting for Worship for Holding Concerns.  If members and attenders have input 
please speak to Elizabeth Strain, Barb Tittle,  Nancy Wilkinson, or Dick Strong.  At this time they 
are not proposing any changes to the Speaking Names at the end of worship but they will 
review this practice again. 
 
Elizabeth reported that a concern has been raised about people speaking more than once to an 
issue in meeting for business.  If one wished to speak a second time, one might consider calling 
for silence. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Beth Wrightson)  Beth distributed a report for Richard Leath, correcting 
under “Liabilities & Equity” the 3306 line name to Site Fund.  The report showed that our 
quarterly income did not meet our quarterly expenses.  She noted that this is not unexpected.  
She reminded those present that requests for Sharing Fund support should be made to Mutual 
Care Committee.  The Quaker Scholarship Fund is at $2,300 and that requests to use those 
funds go to Care of the Meeting Committee, as do requests for the $500 Committee Service 
Fund. 
 
Announcements 
 
Joyce Samati invited Friends to learn more about Sierra Friends Center and the Woolman 
Semester at Cindy and Peter Trueblood’s home on April 15 from 4-6 p.m. 
 
Diego and Lauren Navarro, married under the care of the Meeting and now Santa Cruz Monthly 
Meeting members have a teenager who is participating in this year’s Quaker Youth Pilgrimage.   
 
College Park Quarterly Meeting is at Quaker Center Ben Lomond May 18-20th. 
 
Susan Black called for more prepared frozen meals for the freezer for Helping Hands service. 
 
The next Business Meeting will be held on May 13, 2012 at 11:50 at the Berkeley Technology 
Academy. 
 
The meeting closed at 1:20 p.m. with silent worship. 
 



Submitted by:  Charles Blanchard, clerk, Larry Strain, Alternate Clerk; and Stephen McNeil, 
Recording Clerk 


