Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, January 11, 2015
Minutes

Meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship. Nancy Wilkinson clerked the Meeting. Thirty-two
Friends were present. With two Meeting committees currently under discern-ment, this month’s
Advices and Queries on “Personal Relationships” were not considered by a committee. Friends
present reflected on these, during this period of worship.

The agenda was reviewed; two items of new business and several announcements were added.
Minutes for the December 14, 2014 Meeting for Business were read and approved, after noting that it
is usually the greeter who checks the batteries of the Meeting’s hearing devices to be sure they’re
working.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: The Clerk shared the thank yous received from Quaker
Bolivia Link for Meeting’s annual donation of $170, and from Friends New Underground Railroad of
Olympia Friends Meeting in Washington, for our $103 donation. Berkeley Friends Church invites
Friends to attend its 2015 Quaker Heritage Day on Saturday, February 21. This year’s speaker will be
Steve Angell, professor of Quaker Studies at Earlham School of Religion. The Clerk noted that the
State of the Meeting writing committee this year will include Jed Appelman from Care of Meeting
Committee, a member of Worship and Ministry Committee to be identified at their next committee
meeting, and one person from the Meeting at large, to be named by the Meeting Clerk. Mary Klein,
editor of Western Friend, invites all interested Friends to attend a panel discussion at Palo Alto
Friends Meeting on the topic: “What Canst Thou Say on Climate Change?” to be held on January 31,
2015. A Christmas card was received from scattered Strawberries Todd Osmundson, Angela Imhoff,
Gretchen and Clara, who send their love and best wishes to all from Rochester, Minnesota.

The Clerk shared a request for a minute of sojourn from Katherine Youngmeister, for the eight month
period from late March to early November 2015 when she will be attending Santa Fe Meeting and
Intermountain Yearly Meeting in New Mexico, while completing her training as a Feldenkreis
Practitioner. Meeting approved the Clerk’s writing a letter of sojourn for Katherine. Clerk Nancy
read an initial draft minute of sojourn; Friends offered suggestions of points that may be added.

A revised version will be brought to the next Meeting for Business. Sally Kingsland provided the
epistle from the Western Young Friends’ New Year’s Gathering. This event was held in Camp
Myrtlewood, Oregon from December 28, 2014 to .January 2, 2015. More than seventy adults and
children attended the gathering this fortieth anniversary year. They shared their struggle with what
it means to be he, she and zee, and how this leads to love.

0Old Business: There was no old business this month.
New Business:

Nominating Committee (Katherine Youngmeister) Katherine brought forward these nominations
from the committee: 1.) Rick Herbert, to serve as Meeting’s Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM)
representative in 2015; he is currently a member of PYM’s Quaker Earthcare Witness committee. 2.)
Sally Kingsland, to serve as Meeting’s PYM observer in 2015; Sally and her family came to this
country from Australia in order to be active among Friends here. 3.) During this period of hiatus of
the full First Day School (FDS) committee, the following Friends were nominated to create a FDS
program that responds to our current condition: Margaret Schneider and Sarah Hawthorne, co-
clerks, Lydia Bryans, new member, and Josh Gallup, Miftah Leath, and Mary White, continuing
members. These nominations will season for one month. Any questions or concerns may be brought
to Katherine Youngmeister or any member of the Nominating Committee during this period.

Care of Meeting Committee (COM) (Ralph Murphy) Ralph shared a report from the clearness
committee which met with Catherine ‘Catya’ Tajaali de Neergaard concerning her request for a



transfer of membership from Berkeley Friends Meeting. COM unites with clearness committee
members Kathy Barnhart, Ralph Murphy and Carl Thiermann in recommending that Meeting
approve Catya’s membership transfer request. Friends are encouraged to take the opportunity to get
to know Catya better during this month of seasoning.

Naming Committee (Ralph Murphy) Ralph reported that Frank Satterwhite has decided not to serve
on the Nominating Committee this year. The Naming Committee now brings the name of Barb Tittle
to serve on the 2015 Nominating Committee. Her nomination will season for one month.

Retreat Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum) Shelley noted that following Meeting’s 2014 Spring
Retreat, six Friends volunteered to serve on the 2015 retreat committee: Laura Miller, Margaret
Schneider, Lydia Bryans, Sherrin Loyd, Nancy Wilkinson and Katherine Youngmeister. Meeting
confirmed that this will be this year’s committee except for Katherine, who will be sojourning in New
Mexico at that time. The retreat will be held May 1-3, 2015 at Ben Lomond Quaker Center.

Reports:

Care of Meeting Committee (COM) (Laura Magnani) Laura noted that Strawberry Creek has a pass
to Ben Lomond Quaker Center, which covers the cost for one person from Meeting to attend each of
the programs held there. Today Marc Lambert shared from his experience attending the weekend in
November on “Leadings and Holy Obedience” led by Diego Navarro. Avotcja Jiltonilro spoke of her
weekend on “The Violence of Incarceration: Our Prison System as the New Jim Crow”, led by Laura
Magnani and Jerry Elster. Both Friends were grateful for the opportunity to attend these deeply
engaging workshops, and encourage others to make use of Meeting’s pass, as well.

Laura reported that COM is investigating and gathering information, as it follows up on the request to
explore the possibility of Strawberry Creek’s affiliating as a Meeting with Friends General Conference
(FGC). If Meeting chooses to affiliate, the cost of the recommended contribution will be about $2 - $4
per member per year, but there will also be additional costs to send a representative to FGC ‘s Central
Committee Meeting. Those present considered various potential benefits and consequences of such a
decision, for individuals, the Meeting and Pacific Yearly Meeting. Based on today’s discussion, there
appears to be enough interest to continue this exploration.

On behalf of Meeting’s Safety Committee, Laura stated that our insurance company wants us to add
features to our policy pertaining to the volunteers that work with young ones in Meeting. Henceforth
we will keep a signed statement on file for each person who volunteers, that he/she is willing to have
his/her background checked, if the need arises. Current contact information will be maintained for
each volunteer. The insurance company is not asking us to actually do background checks, but rather
for all volunteers to give permission to have them done. If a subsequent request is made to
implement these checks, Meeting will have another discussion at that time. Meeting accepted this
policy addition, recognizing its necessity to continue our insurance coverage. The deadline to
respond to this mandate is January 17, 2015. Suggestions were made for clarifying wording; the
Safety Committee will review these.

Treasurer (Richard Leath) Richard presented the treasurer’s report for January through December
2014. He noted that this is not the final report for the year, which will be presented in February,
2015. During this fiscal year donations exceeded expenditures, with the net income for the year
$2,004.35. In response to a question about the amount in the Sharing Fund, Richard noted that while
the fund had been used in full, a portion that had been loaned was repaid. He also pointed out that of
the assets listed on the Balance Sheet on page 2, one Certificate of Deposit (CD) was sold to buy
$5,000 stock in the Friends Fiduciary Green Fund. The Clerk thanked Richard for his work on this
report, and to all for their supportiveness of Meeting.



Announcements:

College Park Quarterly Meeting’s winter Quarterly Meeting will be Saturday, January 17, 2015 in
Santa Rosa.

A Listening Meeting to reflect on the State of the Meeting will be Sunday, February 15, 2015.

Strawberry Creek’s Quaker Quest will be on Saturday, March 21, 2015 at Berkeley Technology
Academy. All in Meeting are encouraged to attend.

Carl Anderson stated that there will be a local march with a concern for racial justice on Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day 2015. It has been advertised as being “family friendly”.

Avotcja Jiltonilro noted that she has been invited to participate in an International Poetry Festival in
Nicaragua; she needs to have $2500 by February 10, 2015 to be able to attend. Any help toward this
fundraising goal is appreciated.

Shelley Tanenbaum shared three announcements: 1.) Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness
Committee and the Finance Committee are planning an information fair to learn about the
organizations Meeting supports with its annual donations. This will be held on March 15, 2015. 2.)
Shelley recommends that those interested in learning how to clerk attend the workshop on clerking
with Arthur Larrabee at Ben Lomond Quaker Center May 29-31, 2015. 3.) The January 2015 issue of
Friends Journal includes an article Shelley wrote about climate change and the interrelatedness of
peace, justice and earthcare. It also has a letter to the editor by former Strawberry Creek member
David Leonard.

The next Meeting for Business will be at 11:50 a.m. on February 8, 2015 at the Berkeley Technology
Academy.

Meeting closed with worship at 1:48 p.m.

Submitted by Nancy Wilkinson, clerk, Susan Burr, alternate clerk, and Joyce Samati, recording clerk.



