
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, May 9, 2010 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 11:50 p.m. with silent worship.  Susan Burr, Alternate Clerk, clerked the meeting.  
Twenty-five Friends were present. 
 
The minutes of the April 11, 2010 Meeting for Business were read and approved with the following 
correction:  under Clerk’s Correspondence.  The first sentence is corrected to replace the word “approval” 
with “receipt”. 
  
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence 
 
The Clerk thanked the Retreat Committee for the Spring Retreat.  There was great weather and the open 
format of the retreat allowed for participants to initiate events.   
 
The Clerk also thanked all those who had served the meeting during the 2009-2010 term as officers, 
representatives or committee members.  She also thanked those who have agreed to serve in the 2010-
2011 term. 
 
Letters of Dick Strong and Susan Strong requesting membership were read.  The letters were referred to 
the Care of the Meeting Committee. 
 
A letter of Siobhan Boylan and David Kloker requesting marriage under the care of the Meeting was read.  
They are attenders at the Oakland Worship Group.   The letter was referred to the Mutual Care 
Committee. 
 
Shelley Tanenbaum read a letter from Louis Vitale, a priest imprisoned for his civil disobedience 
protesting torture.  He thanked the members of Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee who 
wrote to him expressing their support. 
 
Old Business 
 
James Hosley Membership Request (Care of the Meeting Committee) (Charlie Blanchard) No 
concerns have been expressed on the membership request of James Hosley.  The meeting approved the 
request.  His welcoming committee will be Renee Watkins, Convener, Shelley Tanenbaum, Barbara 
Graves and Ahoora Izadi. 
 
Sarah Hawthorne Membership Request (Care of the Meeting Committee) (Charlie Blanchard) No 
concerns have been expressed on the membership request of Sarah Hawthorne.  The meeting approved 
the request.  Her welcoming committee will be Rhea Farley, Convener, Cindy Trueblood, Charlie 
Blanchard and Ahoora Izadi. 
 
Use of Time After the Rise of Meeting (Care of the Meeting Committee) (Charlie Blanchard)   
A revised policy on the Use of Time After the Rise of Meeting has seasoned for one month.  The 
document sets out guiding principles for scheduling events after Meeting for Worship.  It also lists the 
kinds of events which may be scheduled for each first day of the month.  The Committee hopes the 
guidelines will encourage us to think creatively about time and be more flexible in using it.  We should be 
careful about putting First Days into “boxes”.  One Friend asked who should be consulted by individuals 



and representatives when scheduling events.  Normally committees should be consulted when the subject 
of the event is one of the concerns of a committee.  Otherwise, the Clerk of the Meeting can be consulted.  
The Meeting approved the policy with the understanding that it will be reviewed after one year. 
 
 
2010-2011 Nominations (Nominating Committee) (Nancy Wilkinson) The slate of nominations for 
2010-2011 was presented after having seasoned for one month.  The Committee has heard no concerns 
about the slate.  Martin Taber and Mary White have not yet been reached to confirm their willingness to 
serve in the positions for which they were nominated.  The Meeting approved the nominations with the 
understanding that approval for Martin and Mary is conditional upon their confirmation of willingness to 
serve.   
 
The Committee nominates Susan Black to serve as the East Bay Sanctuary Covenant Representative and 
Diane Wolcott to serve on the Loaves and Fishes Committee.  These nominations will season for one 
month. 
 
New Business 
 
Meeting Donations and Budget Items (Finance Committee) (Renee Watkins) The Committee would 
like the Meeting to approve the establishment of three budget line items: 
 

1) A line item for rent paid to other organizations for the use of their space for events.  Some 
committees are concerned that their committees’ budgets do not cover unforeseen events such as 
memorial meetings where payment is made for use of space.  In addition this will allow the 
Meeting to know more accurately what it spends on rent. 

2) A line item for scholarships for Quakers and non-Quakers wishing to attend Quaker educational 
programs and schools.  Our Meeting has received several requests for assistance and has had no 
funds available for this purpose. 

3) A line item to support the Oakland Friends Worship Group.  Although there has not been a 
request from the Oakland Friends Worship Group, the Committee believes that the Meeting 
should establish a line item in case expenses arise. 

 
These items will season for one month.  Friends with concerns or suggestions should contact the Finance 
Committee. 
 
The Committee has reviewed our annual donations list to non-profit organizations.   The Committee is 
proposing that we add four organizations to the list:  Quaker Earthcare Witness, Alternatives to Violence 
Project, Quaker Institute for the Future, and Western Friends Work camps. 
 
The Committee is also proposing that we delete two items from the list:  Friends Association for Service 
to the Elderly (FASE) and Pacific Yearly Meeting Brinton Visitor Fund.  The Committee has heard that 
FASE serves people who can afford to and do maintain it fully.  The Brinton Program is currently 
inactive, though PYM is still collecting money for it, presumably to bring it back some time in the future.  
One Friend said she believed it was inaccurate to say that FASE does not need donations and that a 
member of the Meeting has served on the FASE Board of Directors until recently.  Others expressed 
support for the Brinton Visitor program.  These items will season for one month.  Friends with concerns 
should contact the Finance Committee. 
 
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee has requested that the Meeting approve an additional 
$200 for its budget for this year because of unanticipated expenses including support for the Alternatives 
to Violence Project.  The Meeting approved the request. 



 
 
 
Reports 
 
Sierra Friends Center Representative (Cindy Trueblood) The Truebloods will be holding an open 
house on May 14th for those, especially teens, wanting to find out about the Woolman Semester. 
 
There will be a Woolman Summer Intensive June 20-25 on Sustaining Earth, Sustaining Community for 
adults to integrate Non-Violent Communication and permaculture in a Quaker setting.   
 
Another way to connect with the Woolman Semester is to attend student presentations on May 28 at 7:30 
p.m. and the student graduation on May 29 at 9 a.m. 
 
The Board and staff are working to build higher enrollment of students and campers and raise the funds 
needed to support the programs.  All are encouraged to let family and friends know about these wonderful 
programs that support young people and help build a more peaceful, just and sustainable world.  
 
There is still $48,000 of the $305,000 budget for donations that needs to be raised by July 31st.  Matching 
funds are available for qualifying gifts that are received in May; all gifts from new donors and all 
increases in giving by ongoing donors will be matched one for one. 
 
A Friend expressed appreciation for the work of Cindy Trueblood and Joyce Samati in supporting the 
Sierra Friends Center in recent years, including the very difficult time 4 years ago, when the financial 
situation nearly led to the Woolman Semester being suspended. 
 
Cindy expressed deep appreciation for the many forms of support received from the Meeting.  She is 
grateful for the spiritual support and encouragement, which has strengthened her for the work she has 
done.  She thanked the Meeting community for financial support, including the Meeting annual $150 
donation, two $500 contributions made by the Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee from the 
Dime-A-Gallon fund, and gifts from individuals in the Meeting. 
 
Care of the Meeting Committee (Charlie Blanchard) The membership transfer request of Todd 
Osmundson is waiting for the certificate of transfer from Missoula Monthly Meeting.  After consulting 
with Ilsa Bartlett, the Committee laid down her membership request.  The Committee expects to hold a 
newcomer welcoming in July.  The Committee is sending cards of congratulations to nine members of our 
community who are graduating from high school, college or graduate programs.  
 
 Announcements 
 
College Park Quarterly Meeting will be held May 14 to 16 at Ben Lomond Quaker Center. 
 
Pacific Yearly Meeting will be held July 26-31st at Claremont-McKenna College, Claremont, California. 
 
There will be an informational meeting on Pacific Yearly Meeting held June 20, 2010 after the rise of 
Meeting. 
 
The next Business Meeting will be held on June 13, 2010 at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley Technology 
Academy.   
 



The meeting closed at 2 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Susan Burr, Acting Clerk; Joyce Samati, Acting Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, 
Recording Clerk 


