Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, September 9, 2012
Minutes

The Meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship. Charlie Blanchard clerked the Meeting. Twenty-
nine Friends were present. Marla Browning shared the First Day School Committee’s reflections on the
Advices and Queries on Stewardship and Simplicity. The agenda was reviewed and approved with these
changes and additions: the Nominating Committee will bring a nomination under new business,
Margaret Schneider will present the Care of the Meeting Committee report, and two Friends have
announcements. The minutes of the July 8, 2012 Meeting for Business were read and approved.

The clerk expressed thanks to Nancy Wilkinson, Joyce Samati, Larry Strain, and Ralph Murphy for serving
in roles at the clerk’s table in the June and July Meetings for Business, while he was out of town.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: The clerk noted he wrote a letter of introduction for Allison
Youngmeister, who has recently moved to Paso Robles to begin teaching nearby. A subscription request
from a prisoner in Steilacoom, Wa., was referred to the Care of the Meeting Committee. The Friends
World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) sent a thank you for Meeting’s annual donation to its work,
as well as an inquiry: would Meeting like to help arrange a gathering in the Bay Area, to follow the April
2012 FWCC gathering in Kenya? The theme will be: “Let the Living Water Flow; Friends Serving God’s
Purposes.” This was referred to Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness Committee (PEASW).  Thank
you letters for Meeting’s annual donations were also received from Friends Committee on Legislation
of California (FCLCA) and Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL). Dorothy Henderson, on
behalf of The Woolman Semester School, sent a letter thanking Meeting for its donations from the
Dime-A-Gallon Fund for the Fall 2012 student Sustainability Projects ($500) and the Bike Library ($500)
(51,000 total). A letter from Western Friend predicts that this year’s deficit for this publication will be
over $6,000. Support is welcomed. The National Religious Campaign Against Torture has sent an
invitation to become a participating member; this was referred to PEASW for consideration. The
Adelphi Friends Meeting, near Washington D.C., wrote that it is considering a possible corporate leading
to explore how Friends may be more inclusive of gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, transgender and queer
individuals. They seek input from other Meetings. The clerk referred this to PEASW committee for
discernment. Senator Barbara Boxer responded to Meeting’s letter of concern regarding climate
change; she sent a letter affirming the need for regulation to address climate change issues. Pendle Hill
invites Friends to attend workshops and programs at its center in Wallingford, Pennsylvania;
descriptions are available in a current brochure provided. The Heifer Project (HP) invites our donations;
it was noted that First Day School has helped raise funds several times for HP.

Old Business:

With Meeting’s approval today of our Minutes for the July 8, 2012 Meeting for Business, the process of
the release of membership for Manuel “Mano” Marks is now complete. The clerk indicated that he will
send a letter to Manuel accordingly.

New Business:
After describing the nominating committee’s annual cycle, the clerk brought forward the names of three



Friends willing and able to serve as the ad hoc naming committee, if so requested by the Meeting.
These Friends are: Jed Appelman, Julie Russell, and John McCarthy. After a period of silent worship,
Meeting approved this naming committee. The members will decide on their convener. They will work
to bring a slate of nominating committee members to the November Meeting for Business, which will
include both continuing and incoming members of the committee. After a month of seasoning,
members may be approved to begin work by mid-December.

Nominating Committee (Angela Imhoff) Angela brought the name of Claudia Castro to serve as a
member of the Facilities Committee. This nomination will be seasoned for one month.

Reports:

Mutual Care Committee (Susan Black) Susan reported that following a Meeting adult education session
on mutual care, the committee reflected on why some people in Meeting may hesitate to either ask for
care or offer care. To support opportunities for mutual caring among us, committee members soon
plan to begin carrying clipboards and talking with people individually after Meeting, to explore which
services would be appealing for us to volunteer to provide for others when needed, on a one-time only
basis. Examples include: making a meal, delivering a meal, offering a ride, providing practical support,
etc. A Friend described this as “a marvelous example of sustainability”.

Care of Meeting Committee (COM) (Margaret Schneider) Margaret noted that Care of Meeting
committee is engaged in an ongoing discernment process on how to support the spring retreat. In the
past community members who needed financial support have had to make a request to the retreat
committee; financial hardship scholarships have been available on a pay-what-you-can basis. The
committee proposes that next year all adults attending pay a $25 registration fee, as was the case
previously. Those participants who are unable to make an additional contribution to the cost of the
retreat will be considered “paid in full” with this payment. Those who are able to will make an
additional contribution ranging from $98 to $160 (the full Quaker Center rate). Margaret also reported
that Care of Meeting Committee met jointly with the Nominating Committee on July 22, 2012.
Together, these committees now have the following recommendations, starting with the next
nominating cycle: the Web Coordinator and Database positions no longer be listed as officers of the
Meeting in the directory; the Web Coordinator continue to be separately nominated, but considered
part of Communications Committee; the Database position be separately nominated, but continue to
be ‘connected to’ Care of Meeting; the Database position be listed in the directory as such, perhaps by
listing it as “Database (Care of Meeting)”; the recording clerk should serve in an ex-officio role, as the
clerk and alternate clerk do currently. One of the “front table” officers (clerk, alternate clerk, &
recording clerk) will then serve in an ex-officio role on each of the three committees: Mutual Care, Care
of Meeting, and Worship & Ministry. COM Committee, in its continuing effort to discern how best to
support the Meeting community, has stretched to find energy for those activities that feel most
important to the health of the community. This year it has been decided to let go of the Fall Retreat and
put energy into the Twelfth Month gathering, as was done last year. Any Friends who feel moved to
work on a Fall Retreat, Friendly 7, or other such activity are invited to let COM know, with the hope that
those with shared desires may work together and all of our energies may be well used.



Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) (Tom Yamaguchi, PYM Representative) Tom reported that the 66" annual
session of PYM was held from 8/13 — 8/18/2012 at Walker Creek Ranch, a beautiful, natural setting in
Marin County. This year’s theme was “Healing Ourselves, Community, and World”. John Calvi, of
Putney Meeting in Vermont, gave the keynote address on “The Dance between Hope and Fear Among
Friends”. The week’s schedule included opportunities for worship sharing with queries on health and
recovery, sessions about Transformative Quakers, Bible study, interest groups, intergenerational
activities, as well as unplugged time away from cell phone service, and consistently delicious food.

A video made by several PYM Friends who attended the 2012 World Conference of Friends in Kenya

in April was well-received. A minute in support of Proposition 34 reaffirmed our opposition to the
death penalty, while also conveying our concern that the proposition only addresses the fiscal impacts
of the death penalty. Friends oppose it on moral and religious grounds. The three-year experiment of
hiring a PYM Youth Program Coordinator was approved to continue through the end of the 2013 fiscal
year. Next year’s annual session will be held at Mount Madonna in the Santa Cruz Mountains from 7/29
to 8/3/2013. The Secretariat Committee has provided many documents from the annual session on the
PYM website: www.pacificyearlymeeting.org .

Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) (Susan Strong) Susan reported on the “Friendly Persuasion Today” interest

group she led at PYM, sponsored by Strawberry Creek Meeting. She expressed appreciation to Meeting
for its support, which Susan believes made a difference in fostering interest (27 participants attended).
The gist of her message was that The Metaphor Project’s “American Framing” process is “Friendly
inside”, so Friends can feel very comfortable using it to be more effective in their social change work.

Announcements:

Susan Strong noted that on September 6%, she and Stephen McNeil joined five representatives of other
Bay Area organizations to visit Senator Barbara Boxer’s office. They met with one of her aides to deliver
an urgent request that the senator strengthen her support for diplomacy as a way to resolve the current
Iranian crisis. This visit was arranged and coordinated by Stephen McNeil, acting on behalf of AFSC and
the local Iran Working Group.

Carl Anderson observed that there is an ongoing problem of young men being killed by police officers.
Carl encouraged concerned Friends to join him for a meeting in support of the family of one such young
man, that will be held at the First Christian Church in Oakland on Thurs., September 13,2012 at 7 p.m.
Tom Yamaguchi announced that there will be a potluck for Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, Transgender and
Queer (LGBTQ) Friends on Sun., September 30, following the new baby welcoming after Meeting. He
also noted that the Fall Locavore Potluck will be held after Meeting for Worship on October 14, 2012.
The clerk confirmed the New Baby Welcoming planned at rise of Meeting on Sept. 30™".

The Meeting closed at 1:20 p.m. with silent worship.

Submitted by Charlie Blanchard, clerk, Nancy Wilkinson, alternate clerk, & Joyce Samati, recording clerk


http://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/

