
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business 

April 8, 2018 Minutes 
 

The Meeting opened at noon with silent worship. Ralph Murphy clerked the Meeting.  Thirty-six Friends were 
present.   

Beth Wrightson shared responses from the Worship & Ministry Committee to the Advices and Queries 
(Modified) on Personal Relationships.  Friends returned to worship for further reflections.  It was suggested 
that these be shared in the newsletter and forwarded to the Pacific Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice revision 
working group. 

The agenda was reviewed.   

The minutes for the March 11, 2018 Meeting for Business were approved with the following corrections in Old 
Business A. Nomination, the first sentence was struck; in Reports C.  Carl Magruder, not Lari Keeler, attended 
the Representative Committee meeting, and the question of joining the Friends General Conference will be 
considered by Care of the Meeting Committee; in Announcements, the memorial meeting for Micki Graham is 
at 2 pm on April 14 at Berkeley Friends Meeting and Janet Piggins’ session on “From Aging to Saging” is on 
April 15 after Meeting; and Paula Palmer’s talk on Quaker Indian Boarding Schools is at Berkeley Friends 
Meeting. 

Correspondence consisted of thank you notes for our annual donation from the Berkeley Food Pantry and The 
Alternatives to Violence Project.  Friends Committee on Legislation-California sent a thank you for our holding 
the April 1 Silent Auction fundraiser.  The Clerk read a letter from Washington “Wattie” Taylor requesting 
membership which was forwarded to the Care of the Meeting Committee.   

Old Business:    

A. State of the Meeting Report (Rick Herbert, Kathy Barnhart and Phillipa Baron, writing group) 
Kathy Barnhart read the current draft.  The Clerk had asked that edits be sent via email to the 
writing group so that Business Meeting consideration can be shortened.  One concern was raised 
and accepted: the words Light, Truth, Spirit, and Divine were all to be capitalized.   Some other 
wording suggestions will be acted upon by the writing group.  The Meeting accepted the report with 
much gratitude for the work of all. 

B. Friends Committee on National Legislation Priorities (Stephen McNeil, Peace, Earthcare and Social 
Witness Committee) Stephen McNeil read the suggested Meeting priorities statement.  These came 
out of the PESW Committee meeting on February 25th presented to the March meeting for business, 
and an adult education forum on March 18.  After discernment, we came up with eight not seven 
suggested priorities.  The Meeting approved submitting these eight priorities to FCNL: 

 
1.       We feel compelled to hold up as a priority within the priorities, climate change and global 
warming.  These existential threats need more robust responses from both Congress and the 
Administration.  More time and resources should be provided by FCNL than currently allocated.  A 
sense of urgency seems to be missing in the current wording related to this priority. 
The following priorities are not listed in any order of priority: 
2.       Reduce military spending and armed interventions 
3.       Promote nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation 
4.       Pursue policies that promote and respect the rights, safety, and dignity of all immigrants, 
refugees, asylum seekers, and migrants 



5.       Promote equitable access for all citizens to participation in the political process, countering 
voter suppression efforts 
6.       Witness and advocate on Native American concerns 
7.       Address wealth inequality through tax reform, universal health care, housing, food support, and 
a guaranteed income 
8.      Advance equitable criminal justice systems that eliminate mass incarceration and support law-
enforcement that is community-oriented and demilitarized. 
 

C. Membership Request of Janet Piggins (Care of the Meeting Committee, Rhea Farley) Rhea Farley 
reported no concerns were raised regarding the membership request.  The Meeting accepted Janet 
Piggins into membership of the Meeting and of the Religious Society of Friends.  The welcoming 
committee will be convened by Margaret Moses Strain joined by Al Thompson and Catya de 
Neergaard.   

New Business: 

A. Membership Request of Pamela Ashton Mederos-Streetz (Care of the Meeting Committee, Lee 
Douglas) Lee Douglas called attention to a personal statement from Pamela Ashton Mederos-
Streetz and read the membership committee (Lee Douglas, Beth Wrightson, Nathan Moon, and 
Susan Burr) report recommending membership.   The Care of the Meeting Committee joined in the 
recommendation.  The recommendation will season for one month, with any concerns to be 
brought to the Care of the Meeting Committee. 

B. Nomination Slate for 2018/2019 (Nominating Committee, Margaret Schneider) Margaret 
Schneider circulated the proposed slate of nominees, 65 at present, the number serving being up 
from last year.  The Nominating Committee consists of Charlie Blanchard, Pat Dienstfry, Josh 
Gallup, Nancy Wolf Jackson, Betsy Morris, Margaret Schneider, and Beth Rodman.  More nominees 
will be brought forward as these season for the month.  Any concerns should be brought to the 
Nominating Committee.  The Meeting thanked the Committee for its work. 

C. Minute Supporting Protection of the West Berkeley Shellmound Site (Susan Burr)  Susan Burr on 
behalf of herself and Tom Rothschild read the proposed minute.  Time did not permit this minute 
to go through a committee process but Susan and Tom were thanked for moving this forward.  
Some suggestions were made and accepted and the final minute reads as follows: 

                                          
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting of Friends (Quakers) supports the efforts of Indian People 
Organizing for Change (IPOC) to preserve and protect the West Berkeley Shellmound Site at 1900 
Fourth Street, and to allow Ohlone people to protect the current use and future for this oldest 
sacred site in the Bay Area, recognizing it as a place of burial and sacred ceremony used by their 
ancestors for thousands of years. 
 
We oppose the pending application of private developers who are invoking the recent “fast-track” 
housing legislation (SB35) to bypass full local environmental review processes and requirements of 
the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) to construct an apartment 
complex, retail space, and community center. 
 

Reports: 
 

Treasurer’s Report (Richard Leath) Richard Leath distributed the March 31 report, noting that we are 
now, as expected, $17,000 behind in income.  It was noted that Vine Street should read Berkeley 



Friends Meeting in Line 16.  The Meeting thanked Richard for the fine work. 
 

Announcements: 
 
Ralph Murphy noted that the Meeting’s Spring Retreat is May 4-6 at Quaker Center Ben Lomond QCBL).  
 
Tom Yamaguchi reported that the Spring meeting of the College Park Quarter is at Quaker Center Ben Lomond 
(QCBL) May 18-20.  The CROP Walk is on April 29th.  Those walking should contact Tom. 
 
Elizabeth Moses Strain noted that on April 14th at 2 pm at the Berkeley Friends Meeting, Micki Graham’s 
memorial will be held.  Volunteers should contact her. 
 
Susan Burr announced that Paula Palmer of Boulder Friends Meeting will present “Quaker Indian Boarding 
Schools:  Facing Our History and Ourselves” at 7 pm on Monday April 16 at the Berkeley Friends Meeting.  
Financial contribution checks to support Paula’s ministry and research may be made out to “Boulder Friends 
Meeting.” 
 
The Meeting closed at about 1:40 p.m. with silent worship 
 
The next Meeting for Business will be held on May 13, 2018, at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley Technology 
Academy.   
 
Submitted by: Ralph Murphy, Clerk, Rachel Findley, Alternate Clerk, and Stephen McNeil, Recording Clerk. 


