
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business,  

June 11, 2017 Minutes 
 

The Meeting opened at 11:55 a.m. with silent worship. Ralph Murphy clerked the Meeting.  Thirty-seven Friends 
were present.  Beth Wrightson served as Acting Recording Clerk.  

The minutes for the May 14, 2017, Meeting for Business were read. The minutes were approved with the 
following corrections:  in the sections on the Nominating Committee business:  Henri Ducharme's position title was 
changed to "Alternate Clerk";  in the section on the Witness Report:  the position title of "co-clerk" was eliminated; 
in the section in New Business on the Nomination Slate:  the committee mentioned in the fourth sentence is 
changed to "Care of the Meeting Committee"; under Old Business in the section on the Care of the Meeting 
Committee:  the second sentence is changes to read " The content has been fit into the standard format as 
requested by the Communications Committee"; and several other clerical errors were corrected. 

Elizabeth Strain shared responses from the Worship and Ministry Committee to the Advices and Queries on 
Harmony with Creation. Friends returned to worship to reflect on these. 
 
Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: 
 
Shelly Tanenbaum's travel minute was returned by South Central Yearly Meeting, with an endorsement of 
appreciation on the bottom. Dharma Galang sent a thank-you note on behalf of Berkeley Friends’ Church for our 
assistance with the CROP walk this year. At a Member’s suggestion, this note was forwarded to First Day School 
for viewing by the children. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee, Charlie Blanchard) Charlie reported that he had not heard any concerns 
about the nominations which have seasoned for one month.   These were: Frank Satterwhite to Finance, Phyllis 
Malandra (Clerk) and George Michael Payne to Loaves and Fishes, Roberta Schutz to Mutual Care, and Stephen 
McNeil (Co-Clerk), David Rutschman (Co-Clerk), Catya de Neergaard, and Avotcja Jiltonilro to Witness.  These 
nominations were approved for service. 
 
Membership Requests (Care of the Meeting Committee, Rhea Farley)The membership transfer request of David 
Rutschman, and the membership requests of Nathan Moon and Amy Dewey have seasoned over the past month. 
In each case, no concerns were brought forward to the Care of the Meeting Committee, and in each case the 
requests were approved. The welcoming committee for David Rutschman will be Barb Tittle, Betsy Morris, and 
James Hosley, Convener. The welcoming committee for Nathan Moon will be Elaine Emily, Convener, Leonard 
Joy, and Rhea Farley. The welcoming committee for Amy Dewey will be Tom Yamaguchi, Convener, Rachel 
Findley, and Al Thompson. 
 
New Business: 
 
Membership Requests (Care of the Meeting Committee, Rhea Farley) Rhea read the report from the Henri 
Ducharme membership clearness committee (Ralph Murphy, Frank Satterwhite, and Beth Wrightson). They 
reached unity in recommending the membership request.  The Care of the Meeting Committee has united in that 
recommendation. This membership request will season for a month.  
 
The Clerk  read a letter from Sally Kingsland, requesting that her membership be transferred to the Palo Alto 
Meeting. The Care of the Meeting Committee has united in recommending that the request be approved.  This 
request was approved. 
 
Reports: 
 



Darcy Stanley on Her Ministry  Darcy thanked her anchoring committee, Elaine Emily, Laura Magnani, and Carl 
Magruder, for their service to her. She is laying down her committee as she becomes a nurse midwife and 
decides how to proceed from here. She described her ministry as a doula to incarcerated women in San 
Francisco, and how this grew over 6 years to become a ministry at the junction of reproductive justice and racial 
justice. She is anticipating that her doula group will also lay down their work to let others continue serving 
incarcerated people having babies in prison. Specifically, the Birth Justice Project, based in Oakland, a group 
primarily consisting of women of color, has taken on this important work. 
 
Treasurer (Richard Leath) Richard reported that all is mostly predictable, and our deficit is a little higher than 
usual for this time of year--$18,000. 
 
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (David Rutschman) David reported that the committee is small 
in size, and they consider it an “open” committee, meaning anyone may join them at their meetings on the 
Fourth First Day after Rise of Meeting. The committee members wish to help the Meeting by helping to discern 
members’ and attenders’ concerns and facilitate action on these. He also announced the Berkeley Organizing 
Congregations for Action (BOCA) event  for next Sunday after the rise of Meeting. 
 
Finance Committee (James Hosley)  The committee had looked into when the last review of the Strawberry 
Creek’s financial records was, and found that it was time to conduct a review. The committee researched what 
other Monthly Meetings did for their reviews, and the committee and the Treasurer came up with a process for 
doing an internal review. The review was completed in March of 2017, and the books were found to be sound. 
The committee also added language to its job description to continue this process on a regular basis. There were 
some questions about checks and balances and transitions between financial officers. 
 
Quarterly Meeting Representative (Tom Yamaguchi)  The 2017 spring session of College Park Quarterly Meeting 
was held at Ben Lomond Quaker Center on May 19-21 on the theme "An Invitation to the Dance: Learning more 
about and sharing the Quaker way".  68 adults, 7 teenagers, and 6 children attended.  Stephen Matchett made a 
presentation on how San Francisco Meeting welcomes newcomers.  The Nominating Committee reported that it 
is having trouble filling positions.  Quaker Center reported that it needed to raise funds to pay for repairs needed 
because of damage caused to the water tank by a fallen tree.  There were four interest groups and a family night.  
The next Quarterly Meeting will be held October 13 to 15 at Sierra Friends Center. 
 
Nominating Committee (Charlie Blanchard) The committee has some information to pass along to the Care of 
the Meeting Committee. Altogether, they spoke to 140 people, and the Meeting has 66 people in nominated 
positions. Many of these people are covering more than one of the Meeting’s duties. He reports that all 
committees are staffed and clerked, and positions are filled, with the exception of the Sierra Friends’ Center 
representative. The Peace Earthcare and Social Witness Committee is small. Many people were not willing to 
commit to service to a committee for a year, but can perform ad-hoc duties for the Meeting as these arise. 
Nominating will pass on these names for service such as organizing our gatherings. He notes that usually the 
ratio of people to jobs is 88-90%.  
 
Announcements: 
 
The Meeting closed at about 1:30 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
The next Meeting for Business will be held on July 9, 2017, at 11:50 A.M. at the Berkeley Technology Academy. 
 
Submitted by: Ralph Murphy, Clerk, Rachel Findley, Alternate Clerk, and Beth Wrightson, Acting Recording Clerk. 


