
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, First Day, February 10, 2008

Minutes
 
The meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship, Larry Strain clerked.  Forty-six 
Friends were present.  Barbara Perry read reflections of the Finance and Site Committees 
on the Advices & Queries on Spiritual Life.
 
Minutes of the January 13, 2008 Meeting for Business were approved with five 
corrections:

1.  Under Correspondence & Clerk’s Business:  The Listening Meeting on the State of the 
Meeting will be held on February 3, 2008.
2.  Under Old Business, Safety Committee: the recommendations for child safety 
included that the Business Meeting be conducted in a circle or in a formation which 
would encourage people to face the door; and that there always should be two people to 
watch the children during Business Meeting.
3. Under New Business, Nominating Committee:  Margaret Schneider’s name was 
presented to the meeting for service on Loaves and Fishes.  
4.  Under Reports, Worship and Ministry: Rachel Finley has been invited to lead Bible 
study at Canadian Yearly Meeting in August of 2008.
5.  Under Reports, Peace Earthcare & Social Witness: Louis Cox and Ruah Swennerfelt 
will visit as a part of their Peace for Earth Walk.

Correspondence & Clerk’s Business

Eric Moon will be the guest speaker at Quaker Heritage Day on April 26, 2008.

Dorothy Russell of Strawberry Creek Meeting and Mashuli Etiene of Rwanda Yearly 
Meeting have requested to be married under the care of the meeting.  Mutual Care will 
form a clearness committee for Dorothy and Mashuli.

Old Business

Mutual Care (Laura Cornell):  The committee brought a recommendation that the cluster 
groups in the meeting be laid down because most clusters were not active. The clusters 
were formed in the year 2000 as a way of connecting Strawberries with other 
Strawberries that live close by, and to provide mutual support during an emergency.  
During the discussion, there was support for continuing the clusters as an emergency 
support structure. The following suggestions were made to address this: (1) Create a 
separate directory or pages in the directory for the cluster groups; (2) Consider using the 
clusters as the basis for the emergency telephone tree; (3) Ask clusters to meet once a 



year and become familiar with where everyone lives within their cluster.  The committee 
will take these suggestions and bring back revised recommendations to the meeting.  
Additional ideas or comments should be offered to the Mutual Care Committee. 

First Day & Safety Committees (Jay Smith):  The committee updated the meeting on 
implementation the meeting’s recommendations for after-meeting childcare. 
1. Two people to be present during after meeting childcare: 
The First Day committee will be contacting members and attenders who have been 
attending for at least 6 months to assist the childcare provider and children during 
Business Meeting and other called meetings such as Listening Meetings. This second pair 
of eyes does not necessarily need to be in the room with the childcare provider, but is 
there to keep an eye on people entering and leaving the facility.  
2. Eyes on childcare: 
Committees that meet after meeting should be aware of the room being used for childcare 
and hold their meetings where they can observe that room leaving the blinds or door open 
for a clear view. 
3. Close the gates after coffee hour:  
Facilities Committee would be asked to be responsible for this.
4.  Seating for Meeting for Business will be arranged so that people entering the 
courtyard can be seen.  First Day committee will post these guidelines will be placed on 
the bulletin board and the meeting’s website.  

Worship & Ministry (Kathy Barnhart):  Rachel Findley has requested a travel minute 
for her trip to Canadian Yearly Meeting to lead a session on John Woolman as a Bible 
study guide.  The meeting approved her request.

A draft of guidelines for a Traveling Ministries Support Fund to be seasoned for 
consideration at the next Meeting for Business was submitted to the meeting.

Nominating Committee (John McCarthy):  No concerns were voiced concerning the 
nominations.  The meeting approved Jay Cash to serve on the Adult Education 
Committee and Margaret Schneider to serve on Loaves and Fishes.

New Business

Nominating Committee (John McCarthy):  The following nominations were submitted 
to the meeting: Ted Obbard to serve on Mutual Care; Sara Wolcott to serve on Adult 
Education; and Jim Otis to serve on Loaves and Fishes.  These nominations will season 
for one month.

The committee is actively speaking to adults about their role in the meeting.  However, 
the committee also plans to speak to teenagers and children about how they see their role 
in the meeting.



Retreat Committee (Jen Taylor):  Quaker Center is not available for the meeting’s spring 
retreat. The committee is urgently searching for another location for our spring retreat, 
and requests input from the meeting. The meeting requested that the committee find a 
new location with being mindful of the meeting’s carbon imprint traveling, and retreat, 
and of avoiding conflict with the spring College Park Quarterly Meeting.

Reports

Care of the Meeting (Susan Burr):  About half the clerks showed up at the last clerks’ 
meeting this past November. The next clerks’ meeting scheduled for March 1, 2008 might 
be moved to March 15, 2008. The meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. and last until 12:00 
p.m.  It will focus on simplifying the structure of our committees.  Clerks, 
representatives, and officers should confirm their attendance with Susan Burr.

The committee asks all committee clerks to consider attending one or both of Vanessa 
Julye’s sessions on racism.  She will speak on Friday night, February 22, 2008 at 
Berkeley Friends Church and facilitate an all-day session on Saturday, February 23, 2008 
at the Berkeley Friends Meetinghouse.  Vanessa Julye will also hold a lunch for Friends 
of Color on February 18, 2008.  There is no fee to attend Vanessa’s sessions but the 
meetings and church will be raising funds to assist in the costs of her visit. 

Peace, Earthcare & Social Witness (Shelley Tannenbaum):  The auction for Friends 
Committee on Legislation raised $1,944.  The committee plans to hold another auction 
next year.  

Louis Cox and Ruah Swennerfelt of Burlington Monthly Meeting will be visiting the San 
Francisco Bay Area on March 1-2, 2008 on their Peace for Earthcare Walk.  They will be 
speaking at the Friends Church on March 1, 2008; worshiping with Strawberry Creek 
Meeting during the morning of March 2, 2008; and they will have a special send-off 
event in the afternoon of March 2, 2008 at San Francisco Meeting.

The committee is working with the Electronic Communication and Resources Committee 
to create a web page for Quaker Earthcare as a part of the larger website www.quaker.org.

Adult Education Committee (Al Thompson):  Adult Education is continuing its theme 
of integrity by holding an Adult Education Session with a group from Friends House in 
Santa Rosa, CA who will discuss their lives as Quakers.  

Adult Education has bought an Epson Projector. James Hosley will provide a home for 
the projector, and the committee will provide instructions on the use of the projector. 

Pacific Yearly Meeting Report (Lisa Hubbell):  The Representative Meeting will be 



held on March 1st and 2nd, 2008 in Visalia, California. If you are interested in attending, 
please contact Lisa Hubbell about a possible carpool. This year Pacific Yearly Meeting 
will be hiring a registrar instead of asking for volunteers. The increased fee for the 
registrar will come from increased fees or an assessment. They will also hire a person for 
Youth Coordinator to work with young Friends of both Northern and Southern California. 
The salary for the new position will be around $50,000, and will affect the yearly 
meeting’s budget.  The Children’s Program Committee is seeking an individual for the 
part-time paid position of Children’s Coordinator at the 2008 Yearly Meeting, which will 
occur from July 28 through August 2, 2008 at Walker Creek Ranch in Petaluma, CA. 
Please contact Lisa Hubbell if you are interested in the Children’s Coordinator position. 
The Yearly Meeting has also been discussing on how to give economic incentive to 
Friends for carbon offsets while traveling to yearly meeting.  Please contact Thomas 
Yamaguchi,  if you want to work on alternative methods of travel with a small carbon 
footprint to and from yearly meeting.

Announcements

If you are interested in the next “Friendly Sevens”, please sign-up today.

The next Business Meeting will occur on March 9, 2008 at Berkeley Technology 
Academy.

The meeting closed at 1:50 p.m. with silent worship.

Respectfully submitted: Larry Strain, Clerk; Leonard Joy, Alternate Clerk; and Dharma 
Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk.


