Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, February 9, 2014
Minutes

Meeting opened at 11:52 a.m. with silent worship. Nancy Wilkinson clerked the Meeting. Thirty-
three Friends were present. Charlie Blanchard shared reflections from the Worship and Ministry
Committee on the Advices and Queries on Harmony with Creation. In the worship which followed
gratitude was expressed for the thoughtful ministry shared, as well as hope that we may all be
further transformed. One Friend noted the urgency of response needed to what is happening in the
world; he implored us to respond collectively as well as individually.

The clerk expressed a special thank you to members of our loaves and fishes and facilities
committees for accommodating the need to have after-Meeting refreshments indoors today.

The agenda was reviewed; one report and three announcements were added. Minutes for the
January 12, 2014 Meeting for Business were read and approved as written.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: The clerk encouraged Friends to check out the current
edition of Western Friend, which includes two articles written by members of Strawberry Creek
Meeting. Letters of thanks were received from both the Woolman Semester School and Western
Friend for Meeting’s annual donations of $150. Berkeley Friends Church invites us to attend Quaker
Heritage Day on Saturday, April 12, 2014; more information will be forthcoming. A request was
received from Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) to identify our Meeting’s legislative
priorities by April 2014. This was referred to the Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee.

Old Business:

Care of Meeting Committee (COM) (Laura Magnani) Laura reported that COM has received no
negative feedback, in response to its recommendation that Meeting approve the implementation of
the first segment of the Quaker Quest program. The finance committee is in unity with this proposal,
noting that the $1,000 needed could be allocated from the Marks Bequest Fund. No budget
adjustment would then be required. The program cost would cover the travel and other expenses of
two facilitators from outside Meeting to be present for a one-day workshop, as well as the program
materials developed for this use. Laura noted that the facilitators suggest that Quaker Quest
workshops be held at the Meeting site. The entirety of the Meeting community will be encouraged to
participate. Though no commitment is made beyond the initial one-day program, we are open to the
subsequent steps we may be led to take. After clarifying several aspects of the program, Meeting
approved the implementation of this segment of Quaker Quest, as presented.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (Witness Committee) (Shelley Tanenbaum)
Shelley stated that the witness committee remains in unity, in recommending that Meeting approve
use of $12,500 from the Carolyna Marks Bequest to fund the Woolman Semester/Youth Spirit
Artworks Creative Change Proposal (CCP). No concerns have been raised during the month of
seasoning. Friends expressed excitement for the creativity of this collaboration and appreciation for
the resulting proposal. Meeting approved using $12,500 over the next four years to implement the
CCP.

Nominating Committee (Sarah Hawthorne) Sarah shared an inspirational poem by our own
Strawberry, Avotcja Jiltonilro from her book, With Every Step I Take. Those wishing to obtain a copy
of the book may check in directly with Avotcja. For the nominating committee, Sarah reported that
no concerns have been raised with regard to the nomination in January of Carl Magruder to serve as
Meeting’s Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) Observer. Meeting approved this nomination.



New Business:

Nominating Committee (Sarah Hawthorne) Sarah stated that in response to a request from Care of
Meeting committee for an additional member, Sherrin Loyd is nominated to serve on this committee.
Though Ethan Sorrelgreen has continued to serve on the Communications Committee after moving
out of state, he finds that the time has come for him to step down from being the web coordinator.

Al Thompson is now nominated to serve as web coordinator for the remainder of this committee
year, through May 2014. Both of these nominations will season for one month. Any questions may
be brought to the nominating committee.

Finance Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum) Shelley shared a statement finance committee has
prepared to provide information regarding both the Meeting’s annual donations to organizations,
and the support individuals from Meeting may receive through several funds serving specific
purposes. In considering the criteria for the organizational recipients, the committee specified that
the institutions receiving our budgeted donations are either Quaker organizations in which members
of the Meeting participate or non-Quaker organizations to which the Meeting as a whole has a
particular commitment. The list of these will be updated annually and made available in print, on the
Meeting website and through the Meeting listserve. Finance committee will propose the
organizations to be included; Meeting will consider them for approval. A Friend noted that it would
be good to also include a periodic review of the amount of the donations.

The Meeting’s Funds for specific purposes include: the Dime-A-Gallon Fund, Site Fund, Sharing Fund
and Traveling Ministry Fund. Some of these have a budget contribution each year; all can receive
earmarked donations from individuals, as they are so led.

The full statement will be seasoned this month, and brought to the March Meeting for Business for
approval.

In addition, the finance committee recommends dropping East Bay Sanctuary Covenant (EBSC) from
the list of Meeting’s donation recipients. Strawberry Creek has supported EBSC for many years, but
no members are currently involved. This will season for one month.

Reports:

Care of Meeting (COM) Committee (Laura Magnani) Laura invited two Strawberries who have
recently used the Meeting pass to attend Quaker Center events, to share from their experiences.
Margaret Sorrel spoke of the Year’s End retreat led by Rachel Findley, which focused on the theme of
“John Woolman: Prayer is a Place of Precious Habitation”. Though participants came with a variety
of expectations and encountered some challenges, it was a wonderful week. Margaret encouraged all
to attend Quaker Center events. Next, Stephen McNeil shared from his experience attending a
weekend with Michael Birkel on Quaker mysticism. In addition to learning about Quakers and other
mystics, participants had the opportunity to share mystical experiences in their own lives. Two
books by Birkel are available in our Meeting library. Several Strawberries attended each of these
sessions. Laura also noted that next Sunday, February 16, COM will sponsor a discussion of our
Meeting’s relationship to Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM).

Communications Committee’s Electronic Resources Work Group (CC) (Tom Yamaguchi) Tom
reported that Ethan Sorrelgreen has decided it is time for him to leave the position of web
coordinator. Previous web coordinator Todd Osmundson, though he lives afar, is open to working
with Al Thompson, who has just been nominated to serve in this role. The committee has been
working for several years on a new public web site, which is expected to be easier to update. The
registered domain for it is www.scquakers.org; the web hosting service is DreamHost. The plan is to
migrate to the new site as soon as possible. Meeting members are encouraged to visit the site and
provide input on how it can be improved. Additional relevant information about the site change will
be provided in the newsletter. The Dime-A-Gallon web site is also being updated. The domain name



http://www.scquakers.org/

dimeagallon.org was lost when the registration was not renewed. The site now exists at
https://sites.google.com/site/dimeagallon. Friends present encouraged the committee to explore
how the domain name dimeagallon.org may be restored. Tom invited Friends to contact him with
any further questions or concerns.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (Witness Committee) (Shelley Tanenbaum)
Shelley reported that an article written by several Strawberry Creek Friends is included in the
current issue of Western Friend. It was generated by Meeting’s listening meeting on the Shared
Security document, jointly developed by the Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) and
the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC). The committee is considering sending copies of
this to FCNL and AFSC. The three interim co-clerks of the witness committee will host a discussion of
Meeting’s legislative priorities for FCNL on March 16, 2014. The committee is also working on
another session on divestment from fossil fuel stocks and reinvestment, to be held this spring.

Treasurer and Finance Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum) On behalf of Richard Leath, Shelley
shared the treasurer’s report for January through December 2013. The net income exceeded
expenses by just over $180, a slimmer margin than in previous years. Also of note: the income
received for the Meeting retreat was $2,733.50 less than expenses. With $2,000 budgeted to help
cover the retreat, $733.50 exceeded this subsidy. Finance committee will consider this further, and
invites our engagement in this process. Friends affirmed the value of encouraging everyone in
Meeting to attend the annual retreat, without concern for how much anyone might pay. One person
observed that the budget is not a set of rules, but a working guide. The question was raised, “Are
there places we may not be spending as much as we should?” The clerk thanked Shelley, Richard,
and the finance committee for their careful work on the budget and money matters.

Quarterly Meeting Report (Tom Yamaguchi) In the absence of our Meeting’s representative,
Rachel Findley, Tom reported on the Quarterly Meeting held in San Francisco on January 18, 2014.
One hundred thirty-two people registered, including ten children and nine teens. Friends from
twenty-five Meetings and Worship Groups were present. Quicknotes will be available soon with
additional information, including the interest groups convened and reports given. A request was
received from Delta Meeting for Meetings and Worship Groups who have not yet responded to the
minute they brought to the fall quarterly meeting, to do so. This minute recommends that Pacific
Yearly Meeting (PYM) be separated into two Yearly Meetings. Several Friends shared their questions
and concerns about the minute. The clerk noted that next Sunday, February 16, Care of Meeting
committee is planning a session on our Meeting’s relationship to PYM, providing further opportunity
to explore this matter.

Announcements:

The clerk observed that when we stand and speak, it’s helpful for us to move our mouths more so
that others may hear us more readily.

A meeting of the Meeting’s clerks will be held on Saturday, February 22, 2014 at 9:00 a.m.
The Representative Committee for PYM will meet March 1-2, 2014 in Pasadena.

Friends World Committee for Consultation’s (FWCC) regional gathering will be March 14-16, 2014 in
Sacramento.

Tom Yamaguchi noted that one way Friends may support the Woolman Semester is to purchase
Uncommon Grounds’ Peace and Justice Blend of coffee, available in Berkeley for $13.50 per pound.

Shelley Tanenbaum encouraged everyone to plan on attending the Meeting’s annual retreat, which
will be held at Ben Lomond Quaker Center the weekend of May 2-4, 2014.


https://sites.google.com/site/dimeagallon

Clifford Ham alerted Friends to the scheduling of Friends General Conference’s 2015 Gathering.
It will be a week later than usual: July 5-11, 2015, following the July 4t holiday.

The next Meeting for Business will be on March 9, 2014 at the Berkeley Technology Academy at
11:50 a.m.

Meeting closed with silent worship at 1:25 p.m.

Submitted by Nancy Wilkinson, clerk, Ralph Murphy, alternate clerk, and Joyce Samati, recording
clerk



