Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, March 13,2016
Minutes

The Meeting opened at 12 noon with silent worship. Nancy Wilkinson clerked the
Meeting. Forty-two Friends were present. Frank Satterwhite read the response
from the Finance Committee to the Advices and Queries on “Simplicity”. The
Meeting returned to silent worship out of which additional responses were given.

The minutes for the February 14, 2016 Meeting for Business were read and
approved with the following corrections: in the section on the report by the
Worship and Ministry Committee, second paragraph: delete the second sentence
and add in its place: "One Friend suggested that we use the broader term 'spoken
messages' as a general practice, to avoid the contradiction of referring to all messages
as 'vocal ministry' including those we believe to be 'not Spirit-led"' ."; in the
Announcements section, third paragraph: replace "2015" with "2016".

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: The Clerk read a letter from the Clerk of
Downingtown Friends Meeting in Pennsylvania informing us that that meeting has
approved the transfer of the membership of Lydia Bryans from their meeting to
ours. The transfer request was referred to the Care of Meeting Committee.

We have received letters thanking us for our annual donations to Quaker Earthcare
Witness, the American Friends Service Committee, Friends Journal and the
Alternatives to Violence Project. We have also received a flyer about a Quaker
children music camp in Ohio.

The clerk read a proposed traveling minute for Elaine Emily who is traveling to
Intermountain Yearly Meeting. The minute will season for one month. One Friend
suggested that Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) should also write a traveling minute
because Elaine is traveling outside the Yearly Meeting. The clerk said she will
contact PYM to see if this could be done before Elaine travels.

0Old Business:

State of the Meeting Report: (State of the Meeting Report Committee, Leonard
Joy) Leonard read the second draft of the State of the Meeting Report. (copy
attached) The Meeting expressed much appreciation for the work of the committee
and the quality of the report. Several Friends made suggestions for changes and
additions. One Friend was concerned that the listing of "the gathering of mystics"
was not appropriate because it was not a meeting event open to all. Others thought
the event was open to all but with limited enrollment. The Committee will take the
comments and suggestions under consideration as it makes a final draft which will
be presented at the April business meeting. In the final draft the Committee will



highlight changes made so that only the changes will need be read in April. Friends
with additional suggestions should contact the committee.

Nominations: (Nominating Committee, Miftah Leath) The Committee has heard no
concerns as to the nomination of Larissa Keeler to be Pacific Yearly Meeting
Observer for the 2016 calendar year. The Meeting approved the nomination.

New Business:

Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) Priorities for 2017: (Peace,
Earthcare and Social Witness (PESW) Committee, Stephen McNeil) Stephen
outlined the process by which FCNL determines the priorities for its work. PESW
Committee met twice to discern what priorities we should ask FCNL to consider.
The Committee would like the Meeting to consider recommending to FCNL three
areas which combine several priorities: 1) a focus on climate change that includes
justice and sustainability concerns, 2) a focus on economic equity that would include
Native American, immigration, and racial justice concerns, and 3) a focus on peace
building including nuclear disarmament. A discussion occurred in which gratitude
was expressed for Stephen's help in summarizing and discerning the priorities.
Some Friends suggested alternate ways of analyzing how we should arrive at
priorities. The recommendation to FCNL will be seasoned for one month. Those
with suggestions should contact Stephen.

Reports

Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) Representative Committee: (Catya de Neergaard
and Carl Anderson) Catya and Carl attended for our meeting at Representative
Committee due to the inability of our regular representatives to attend. Yearly
Meeting will be held this year at Walker Creek Ranch on June 17-22. This will
include a weekend so that those with limited time could attend then. Financial aid
applications to PYM should be submitted by April 1st. Strawberries Darcy Stanley
and Carl Magruder will be giving the keynote plenary presentation. PYM is
considering affiliating with Friends General Conference. It is also considering ways
to reduce its budget so that per person assessments can be reduced.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee: (Judith Schumacher-Jennings)
The deadline for Dime-A-Gallon Fund grant applications is March 15th. Friends can
make a donation to the Fund by depositing donations on the table at Meeting or by
going to the Meeting website and following the links. On April 3rd Ravahn Samati
and two other Redwood Forest Friends will be giving a presentation on Quakers in
Bolivia. Paul McCold will be giving a presentation on Restorative Justice at Berkeley
Meetinghouse on April 21st from 7-9 p.m.

Nominating Committee: (Miftah Leath) Currently there are about 100 separate
jobs that support the Meeting. We have 74 members, not counting members who do
not attend our meeting. Of those 74, approximately 37 (50%) have limits to their
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service (age/memory/illness/disability /job or family demands). Of the 56
attenders contacted so far, 7 have limits to service. The slate the Committee will
bring to the April Meeting for Business may include more names of newcomers and
fewer names of seasoned Friends than last year. The Committee is doing its best to
assure each committee has a core of good organizers, coupled with seasoned
Friends with a strong corporate memory and grounding in Quaker process. Itis also
attempting to enfold new names that could benefit and learn from this core model.

Communications Committee: (Tom Yamaguchi) The updating of the Meeting's
website is going well, especially because of the work of Amy Dewey. The Newsletter
mailing list has been updated and 25 people have been dropped or transferred to
the email edition. The Committee is working on its job description.

Finance Committee: (Richard Leath) To eliminate confusion, the Committee is
considering eliminating the term "Sharing Fund Reserve" from its reports. One
Friend asked how the annual general fund allocation to the Sharing Fund would be
reported. Richard said that this still needs to be considered.

Announcements

The Good Friday Observance at Livermore Lab will be Friday, March 25th from 6:45
a.m. to 12 noon.

Applications for financial aid for Pacific Yearly Meeting and Friends General
Conference should be submitted to the Care of Meeting Committee as soon as
possible. The Committee will be considering the applications at its April 14th
meeting.

The Clerk thanked those who helped set up the meeting today including Carl
Anderson, Tom Yamaguchi and Leonard Joy.

The next Meeting for Business will be held on April 10, 2016 at 11:50 a.m. at
Berkeley Technology Academy.

The Meeting closed with silent worship.

Submitted by: Nancy Wilkinson, Clerk; Rachel Findley, Acting Alternate Clerk and
Ralph Murphy, Recording Clerk



