Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, October 14, 2012
Minutes

Meeting opened at 12:05 p.m. with silent worship. Nancy Wilkinson, alternate clerk, clerked the
Meeting. Thirty Friends were present. Laura Magnani shared the Care of Meeting (COM) Committee’s
reflections on the Advices and Queries on Reaching Out. A Friend asked that these responses be
included in the newsletter; Laura will bring this request to the COM committee. The agenda was
reviewed and approved, with the inclusion of two additional announcements. The minutes of the
September 9, 2012 Meeting for Business were read and approved with these corrections: the minutes
were submitted by Charlie Blanchard, clerk, and Nancy Wilkinson, alternate clerk, as well as Joyce
Samati, recording clerk, and the announced potluck on September 30, 2012 included an invitation to
Queer Friends.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) has requested
help in revising its policy statement; the clerk referred this to Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness
Committee (PEASW). FCNL's Public Policy Institute & Lobby Day will be held on November 15-16, 2012
in Washington, D.C. Requests for donations were received from Friends Journal, Friends United Meeting
(FUM), Earlham School of Religion (ESR), and the Northern California Family Center (NCFC). Friends
wishing to learn more about these organizations may confer with the clerk. NCFC’s letter was referred
to PEASW. The ‘Western Friend’ publication is seeking a new editor; the application deadline is October
22,2012. Many participants in Youth Spirit Artworks signed a thank you card, in appreciation for the
S400 received from Meeting’s Dime-A-Gallon Fund for two projects. A request to apply for membership
in Meeting was received from Laura Miller; this was referred to COM committee. Before going to
Australia in early 2012 for a four and one-half month visit, Elaine Emily received a travel minute to
accompany her as she worshipped and ministered on eldering among Friends. On her return, Elaine’s
minute now includes many messages of gratitude for her presence and the helpfulness of her healing
ministry. A letter from two Friends of the Silver Wattle Quaker Center conveyed their appreciation to
both Elaine Emily and Cathy Walling for the deep listening and encouragement their presence
supported. Elaine expressed her gratefulness for the opportunity to follow her leading to return to
Australia for this third visit, to continue to nurture seeds of the Spirit developing among Friends there.
She encouraged Friends able to worship with isolated Friends and small Meetings wherever they may be
to do so; the blessings are abundant and mutual.

Old Business: Angela Imhoff stated that no concerns have been expressed concerning the nomination
of Claudia Castro to serve on the facilities committee. Meeting approved her nomination.

New Business: Angela Imhoff reported that Sally Hindman would like to be released from serving on
the site committee. Meeting accepted this request. Angela noted that Jay Smith, site committee clerk,
has said that when the site committee meets again it will consider whether it would like to have another
person on the committee, to refill the position vacated by Sally.



Reports:

Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness Committee (PEASW) (Tom Yamaguchi) Tom thanked the Loaves
and Fishes Committee and the PEASW committee for making available today’s locavore potluck. The
next locavore potlucks are scheduled on January 13, April 14, and July 14, 2013. These dates are now

on the Google Calendar, and a new Google Site page includes Shelley Tanenbaum'’s article on eating
locavore. The committee has decided to lay down the project of e-mailing the Peace and Social Justice
Calendar at the request of Susan Strong, who has provided this resource for a number of years. Susan
used the events calendar of the Mt. Diablo Peace Center as a major source for her calendar. Friends
will be directed to this and several other reference calendars with events listed; these have been added
to the committee’s Google Sites page. At the September Meeting for Business, three letters were
forwarded to the PEASW committee for action. Tom plans to contact Executive Secretary Robin Mohr of
the Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) concerning the question of whether we would
like to sponsor a gathering in the bay area. After considering the National Religious Campaign Against
Torture’s (NRCAT) request to become a participating member, PEASW decided to maintain our current
status as an endorsing member, and will donate S50 to NRCAT. An Epistle from Adelphi Monthly
Meeting suggests organizing a gathering to labor with a concern for how we can be more welcoming and
inclusive of Lesbian, Gay, Bi-Sexual, and Transgender (LGBT) Friends. After sharing this letter with both
PEASW and a gathering of LGBTQ Strawberries, PEASW committee plans to both inform Adelphi
Meeting of what we have done in this Meeting and ask for more information about the kind of gathering
they are considering. Our Meeting is now listed on the SAFE California Act (Savings, Accountability, and
Full Enforcement for California Act) website as an endorsing congregation of Proposition 34. Friends are
encouraged to attend the College Park Quarterly Meeting’s fall session next weekend. The theme “In
the world but not of it” is especially appropriate for this election season.

Care of Meeting Committee (COM) (Laura Magnani) Laura reported that the COM committee has set up
an ad hoc committee on Supporting Accessibility at Quaker Center (QC), headed by Larry Strain. Larry
has been in touch with QC co-directors Kathy and Bob Runyan, to ensure that we are working together
and supporting them in this effort. Larry has talked to some people in Strawberry Creek who can serve
on this ad hoc committee. The hope is that we may reach out to other Quaker organizations to weave
our Bay Area Quaker community more closely together through this shared effort. Larry also serves as
the contact person for COM, for those who would like to request use of Meeting’s Quaker Center pass.

Treasurer (Richard Leath) Richard presented the Treasurer’s Report for January through September
2012. He noted that the Annual Donations of $150 each to 18 Organizations have been consolidated to
one line on this report. As is common at this time of year, the total expenses exceed income received
by over $18,000. Those able to do so are urged to contribute financially to help us meet our budget.
Richard answered several questions, to clarify information provided in the report.

Finance Committee (Beth Wrightson) Beth stated that the Finance Committee has been working on the
budget for 2013. If a committee member has contacted you about your committee’s budget please get
back to them, if you haven’t already. The Finance Committee reported on a joint meeting it had with
the Site Committee to discuss site-related issues. Finance Committee had several concerns regarding
the Meeting’s search for a permanent site, which Site Committee urged it to share with the Meeting at



large. These include: 1.) Some people who have donated to the site fund have asked about its
progress, and what was being done with their money. Both committees agreed that Jay Smith will send
a letter to everyone who donated to this fund, letting them know the direction the committee is taking
this year. 2.) There is shared concern that the fund is in a very low-earning account, not benefitting
Meeting or anything else. The possibility of making low-interest loans to causes we believe in to further
our values, or reserving the money to be available for feasibility studies, inspections, and such after the
Site Committee brings some specific plans to Meeting were both considered. 3.) The Finance
Committee is concerned that the amount of money in the site contingency fund is not enough for a
down payment and we don’t have a plan for raising money quickly. In addition, a mortgage on any
property would significantly raise the annual budget and expectations on each member for
contributions. However money-raising will be part of the plans brought to the Meeting by the site
committee. 4.) The Finance Committee’s overall concern is that Strawberry Creek Meeting as a whole is
not engaged in this process. Both committees agreed that something would have to be very compelling
to put the Meeting into fundraising gear. The site committee is pulling together specific plans in order
to get direction from the Meeting for its efforts. Finance Committee urges support for these, so the
Meeting can make some decisions and/or redirect the monetary and human resources that are being
used and reserved for this project. The Finance Committee is not opposed to a permanent site, but as
stewards of the Meeting’s funds feels a responsibility to express its concerns.

Friends expressed appreciation to both the Finance Committee and Site Committee for their efforts.
Several factors and potential next steps were considered. Larry Strain stated that he will take concerns
raised to the COM committee for further discernment; he also serves as the COM buddy to the Site
Committee. Nancy Wilkinson, presiding clerk, noted the need to broaden this discussion. She will talk
with Charlie Blanchard, Meeting clerk, the COM committee, and the Site Committee, before bringing
this matter back to the Meeting for Business.

Worship and Ministry Committee (Elizabeth Strain) Elizabeth noted that our current practice of inviting
the sharing of names of people we would like to have held in the light has become an integral piece of
how we close Meeting. The Meeting for Worship for Holding Concerns is held on third Sundays of the
month. It has been jointly supported by Worship and Ministry and Mutual Care Committees.
Henceforth this will be the responsibility of the Worship and Ministry Committee. This meeting
continues to be regarded as “something we’re trying”; the current structure is that of worship sharing.

Announcements:

Fall Quarterly Meeting will be October 19-21, 2012 @ Sierra Friends Center.

Dishes left from today’s Locavore Potluck may be picked up in the kitchen after this meeting.

Extra “Yes on J” yard signs are available at the door.

The next Meeting for Business will be held on November 11, 2012 at the Berkeley Technology Academy.
The Meeting closed at 1:30 p.m. with silent worship.

Submitted by Nancy Wilkinson, acting clerk, Larry Strain, acting alternate clerk, and Joyce Samati,
recording clerk






