Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, November 8, 2015
Minutes

The Meeting opened at 12 noon with silent worship. Nancy Wilkinson clerked the
Meeting. Thirty-two Friends were present. Carl Thiermann gave the response from
the Worship and Ministry Committee to the Advices and Queries on “Stewardship
and Vocation”. The Meeting returned to silent worship out of which two additional
responses were given.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business:

Nancy read a letter from the Principal of Berkeley Technology Academy thanking us
for our annual $1500 donation. Nancy also reminded the Meeting that those with
questions or concerns about a report or action should seek recognition from the
Clerk and not the presenter. This allows the Clerk to moderate timing.

0Old Business

Sojourning Membership Request: (Nancy Wilkinson, Clerk) The sojourning
membership request of Lorena Boswell was approved by the Meeting.

New Business

Interfaith Climate Action Petition (Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness
Committee, Susan Strong) The Meeting approved signing an interfaith petition to
the President and Congress asking for "legally binding solutions that reduce national
greenhouse gas emissions" and providing "poor and vulnerable communities here
and abroad support to build low carbon and climate-resilient societies." (Copy
attached)

Nominating Slate for the 2016 Nominating Committee (Naming Committee,
Phyllis Malandra) On behalf of the Naming Committee consisting of Elsa Glines,
Paul McCold and Phyllis Malandra, Phyllis presented the nominating slate for the
Nominating Committee for 2016. Those nominated were: Miftah Leath, co-clerk,
Rene Watkins, co-clerk and new member, Elaine Emily, Judith Schumacher-Jennings,
Barb Tittle, Henri Ducharme, new member, Peter Lin, new member, and Diane
Wolcott, new member. The slate will season for one month. Those with questions
or concerns should contact a member of the Naming Committee.

Presentation of the 2016 Budget (Finance Committee, Richard Leath) Richard
presented the proposed budget for 2016. The major change was an increase in the
First Day Children's Program from $2,040 to $6000 to allow for the hiring of two
paid staff for the program. The overall Meeting's budget increased from $57,535 to
$60,714. The budget will season for one month. Those with questions or concerns
should contact a member of the Finance Committee.
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Reports

Treasurer: (Richard Leath) Richard distributed an Income and Expense v. Budget
for the General Fund Report from January through October 2015. It shows that the
Meeting has outspent income by $19,337. Although not an unusual deficit for this
time of year, Richard asked that annual donations be made now. Richard also
distributed a Balance Sheet as of October 31, 2015 which shows the Meeting's total
assets as $173,218. This reflects the recent $20,000 donation to the Sharing Fund.
A copy of each report is attached.

First Day Children's Program Committee: (Margaret Schneider) The Committee
has decided to change its name from First Day School Committee to First Day
Children's Program Committee. The Committee has interviewed an applicant for the
second paid staff person for the Program. The Committee intends to use two rooms:
one for the younger children and one for the older ones. The Committee currently
consists of three members which is not enough to carry out its responsibilities. If
Nominating Committee is not able to staff the committee with six or seven members
in the 2016 nominating cycle, the Committee believes that it would have to be laid
down and its responsibilities transferred to another committee. A discussion
occurred in which one Friend suggested that Nominating Committee give a priority
to staffing the First Day Children's Program Committee. Nancy reported that Care of
Meeting Committee may be considering this issue. People who would like to join the
First Day Children's Program Committee or have suggestions should contact
Margaret.

Care of Meeting Committee: (Lynne D'Angelo) The Committee has setup two
membership committees: one convened by Cindy Trueblood for Mica Estrada and
one convened by Leonard Joy for Brenda Elwood. Marla Browning and Keith
Wedmore have requested that their membership requests be put on hold
indefinitely. Lynne distributed a report on procedures and logistics for the use of
Berkeley Friends Meetinghouse (BFM). (Copy Attached) Strawberry Creek is
renting space at BFM one night each week (currently usually Thursday) for $200.
Other use of the spaces at BFM may be rented for $50 each time for an ongoing
event. Although BFM has offered to allow one time use of space for no charge, the
Committee believes that Strawberry Creek should pay for such use. BFM usage will
be coordinated through the Care of Meeting Committee. The Committee may
appoint a point person, currently Nancy Wilkinson, to handle requests. Committees
are welcome to make requests. Individuals active in the Meeting should seek the
sponsorship of a committee. The requests should go to the point person. At the end
of each month, the point person will notify the Treasurer of any additional usage
fees.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee: (Susan Strong) Susan
distributed a report (copy attached) of two grants which the Committee approved
out of the Dime A Gallon Fund: one to the Quaker Brick Making Project in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo and the other to the Seed Saving Program at the
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Woolman Semester School. The Committee will be sponsoring on November 29th an
after meeting spiritual learning event on Discernment led by Paul McCold. It will
also be co-sponsoring with Worship and Ministry Committee an event on November
15th on "Creativity and Spirit" with Avotcja Jitonitro. There will be a Climate
Change March and Rally on November 21st.

College Park Quarterly Meeting Representative (Tom Yamaguchi) Tom read a
report of the October 16 to 18th session of the College Park Quarterly Meeting held
at Sierra Friends Center. (Copy attached) Presentations by Woolman Semester and
Friends Committee for Legislation of California were made. A concern was
expressed on the difficulty of obtaining new members for the Nominating
Committee. Four interest groups were offered. The next meeting will be at Palo
Alto on January 16, 2016.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of our October 11, 2015 meeting were approved as written.
Announcements

Strawberry Creek's 12th Month Gathering will be held December 19th at the Albany
Community Center.

The next Meeting for Business will be held on December 13, 2015 at 11:50 a.m. at
the Berkeley Technology Academy.

The Meeting closed at 1:10 p.m. with silent worship.

Submitted by: Nancy Wilkinson, Clerk; Carl Magruder, Alternate Clerk and Ralph
Murphy, Recording Clerk



