
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business 

February 11, 2018 Minutes 
 

The Meeting opened at 11:50 with silent worship. Ralph Murphy clerked the Meeting.  Thirty-
eight Friends were present.   

Renee Watkins shared responses from the Mutual Care Committee to the Advices and Queries 
on Social and Civic Responsibilities.  Friends returned to worship for further reflections.   

The minutes for the January 14, 2018 Meeting for Business were approved with the following 
corrections in Old Business B. Membership Request, “Care of the Meeting Committee” and in 
Announcements:  Puerto Rico relief updates are posted on the Meeting’s “Facebook page” and 
“Betsy Morris, a member of Quaker Action Worship Group….” 

The agenda was reviewed.  Correspondence consisted of a thank you from Quaker Bolivia Link 
for our $150 donation.  

Old Business:    

A. Membership Request of Amelia Victoria Mederos-Streetz (Care of the Meeting 
Committee, Beth Rodman) Beth Rodman reported that there were no concerns 
raised about the membership request. The Meeting was in unity to accept the 
membership request of Amelia Victoria Mederos-Streetz.  The welcome committee 
will be Rhea Farley (convener), Renee Watkins, and Rachel Findley. 

New Business: 
A.  Membership Resignation Request of Ted Obbard (Care of the Meeting Committee, 

Beth Rodman) Beth Rodman read the thoughtfully-worded resignation request which 
the Care of the Meeting Committee recommended accepting.  The Meeting was in 
unity with the recommendation.  The Clerk will write a letter noting this unity. 

B. Amendment to the FY 18 Budget (Finance Committee, James Hosley) James Hosley 
reported that the Finance Committee recommends that the Meeting create a line 
item to provide $500 for funds for Young Adult Friends activities.  The Meeting 
accepted the recommendation. 

C. Nomination (Nominating Committee, Charlie Blanchard) Charlie Blanchard reported 
that the Nominating Committee recommends the nomination of Lari Keeler as Pacific 
Yearly Meeting Representative for 2018, a position now vacant due to the current 
representative’s inability to serve.  The nomination will season for one month.  Any 
concerns should be raised with the Nominating Committee. 

D. Memorial Minute for Barbara Graves (Worship and Ministry Committee, Beth 
Wrightson) The Recording Clerk read the minute, crafted by Andrea English and 
Stephen McNeil.  Worship and Ministry Committee had reached out to Glendora 
Patterson to ensure that the wording met with her approval. The Meeting approved 
the minute.  A Friend noted that Barbara Graves’ World War II experience restoring 



fighter pilots to fly again led to her conversion to pacifism and Friends.  Another 
Friend noted that past Earlham College President Landrum Bolling, another Quaker 
forged a pacifist from World War II experiences, also died recently at 105. 

Reports: 
 

A. Lari Keeler on Their Ministry:  Lari Keeler thanked the Meeting for the opportunity to 
report on their ministry, a calling to be a hospice chaplain.  Seven years ago they were 
part of an Americorps placement in Providence Hospice in Seattle.  While running in 
the rain they got the calling to be a hospice chaplain.  In 2012 they moved to Berkeley 
to attend the Pacific School of Religion.  Friends recommended attending Strawberry 
Creek Meeting where they felt welcomed.  An Anchoring Committee was formed 
because they felt the need for people’s support.  Reflecting on the life and witness of 
Barbara Graves, Lari feels we are all ministers here. Today they are a chaplain at 
Suncrest Hospice.  Lari has also had a calling to be their true self, coming out as Lari 
with they/them pronouns and as gender Queer.  They wouldn’t be here without the 
Meeting. " I feel loved when I am called Lari: at the Fall Retreat there was a bingo 
square that said 'Lari means Love.'"  It is special that we are doing this as a team, with 
so much interconnectedness.  In tears Lari said they are grateful for us all.   

 
A Friend has had the practice of being silent in Meeting for Business, but now stepped 

 out of that role to say whatever words Lari uses, he wanted to share those tears.  The 
 Meeting thanked Lari for their ministry which we held in the Light. 

 
B. Treasurer’s Report (Richard Leath) Richard Leath said, moving from the sublime to the 

financial, that we ended our fiscal year $3,800 ahead of the expenses.  
 

C. Nominating Committee (Charlie Blanchard) Charlie Blanchard reported that the 
Committee is engaged in talking with members and attenders. In two months (April) 
they will bring forward a slate of nominees.  At that time some people will still be 
seasoning their potential role in the Meeting.  The Committee may not have reached 
all, so do ask to be called or called back if needed.  We normally nominate for one 
year, and some may be willing to continue their role.  It is good practice to rotate 
roles, for in moving around, we get to know different people.  We try to balance what 
people want versus what the Meeting needs.  One immediate need is for one more 
person on Loaves and Fishes Committee for the rest of the year.  Rick Herbert 
volunteered. 
 
A Friend who missed out talking with the Nominating Committee last year objected to 
the use of the word “normal” in the outreach calls to all.  Charlie reported that the 
Committee makes the effort to contact all in the gathered section of the Meeting 
Directory and expects call-backs as a useful assistance in reaching everyone. 
 
The Meeting thanked the Nominating Committee for this work. 
 



D.  Worship and Ministry Committee (Beth Wrightson)  Beth Wrightson reported that in 
April there will be an adult education session on how to be an Anchoring Committee 
member.  The Barbara Graves Memorial organizers are Joyce Samati (set up, ushers, 
flowers) and Barb Tittle (food and clean up).  A memorial service for Micki Graham will 
be held April 14th under the care of the Meeting.  Beth reports that as their committee 
is fielding requests for funding, they note that there are some gaps in the Meeting 
members’ understanding. Also, the different specifications for different funds 
administered by different committees seem to leave some gaps in coverage.  Care of 
the Meeting Committee is reviewing how to connect to the right committee for 
funding requests. A Friend hoped that we will be open to more creative ways to share 
our resources. 

 
Announcements: 
 
Rick Herbert reported he is bringing the green composting pail each week. 
 
Shelley Tanenbaum reminded Friends of the FCL-CA fundraiser being held on April 1 after 
Meeting. 
 
David Rutschman for Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee invited all to the February 
25th first discernment session on crafting our Meeting’s recommendations on legislative 
priorities we’d like to see FCNL and us carry out in the next Congress. 
 
Susan Burr announced that on February 18, the working group on Power, Privilege and Race will 
hold a discussion with listening and reflection based on four selections from the NY Times series 
of short videos, "A Conversation on Race.”  
 
Rhea Farley noted that the Spring Retreat needed organizing volunteers.  It may be at Quaker 
Center Ben Lomond May 4th and 5th if volunteers come forward. 
 
Betsy Morris, a member of the Quaker Action Worship Group, has been working with homeless 
activists who may need bail as a result of their activities.  Those interested in the creation of a 
bail fund, please see her. 
 
The Meeting closed at about 1:50 p.m. with silent worship 
 
The next Meeting for Business will be held on March 11, 2018, at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley 
Technology Academy.   
 
Submitted by: Ralph Murphy, Clerk, Rachel Findley, Alternate Clerk, and Stephen McNeil, 
Recording Clerk. 


