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Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, May 13, 2012 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at noon with silent worship.  Charles Blanchard clerked the meeting.  
Twenty-nine Friends were present.   Beth Wrightson read the reflections of the Finance 
Committee on the Advices and Queries on Meeting for Worship.  The agenda was reviewed and 
approved with a few changes. 
 
The minutes of the April 8, 2012 Meeting for Business were read and approved with three 
changes:  (1) in Old Business; under Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness Committee, the 
second sentence is to read “The Meeting approved the Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness 
Committee recommendation….; (2) under Reports, Worship and Ministry, Margaret Schneider 
is not on the ad hoc committee seeking input on the current format for Meeting for Worship for 
Holding Concerns; and (3) and in the same report, on speaking more than once in meeting for 
business, the second sentence was substituted by “If one wished to speak a second time, one 
might consider calling for silence.”   
 
Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: 
 
The Clerk reported that he had written Britain Yearly Meeting a letter of introduction for Mona 
Silipo, sojourning in the U.K., who could not attend the Yearly Meeting without such a letter. 
 
Gus Linney, with whom Sandra Lewis had been married when they were in their twenties, sent 
a letter of gratitude for the Meeting’s love and care for her during her last days. 
 
AFSC General Secretary Shan Cretin has sent us a thank you for the Meeting’s $150 contribution 
to AFSC. 
 
The Clerk called attention to the arrival of a new Pendle Hill Pamphlet, Grief, Forgiveness and 
Redemption as a Way of Transformation.  A Friend expressed interest in borrowing it after the 
pamphlet is registered with the Library. 
 
Old Business:  
 
Nominating Committee (Angela Imhoff)  Angela reported that Marla Browning’s name has been 
withdrawn from Care of the Meeting Committee as she is not a member of the Meeting, but 
her name now is being put forward as co-clerk of First Day School Committee.  Shelley 
Tanenbaum’s name is being put forward as Unity with Nature Representative.  Two positions (a 
member of Facilities Committee and the AFSC Representative) still need to be filled, but all 
other positions have been nominated.  A Friend asked about listing terms of service, a practice 



not observed in this Meeting.  The Nominating Committee does make clear that the 
expectation for most positions was for two years, even if we make the appointments each year.  
Those names which had been seasoning over the month were then put forward.  The two new 
names were held over for seasoning. 
 
The Meeting approved the 2012-13 Nomination Slate as presented last month with 
appreciation to the Nominating Committee for its work. 
 
The Clerk expressed his appreciation for the service of Stephen McNeil and Larry Strain, 
especially for Larry Strain’s filling in for him during his summer travels last year. 
 
State of the Meeting Report (Jed Appelman, Margaret Sorrel, and Renee Watkins)  Jed 
Appelman and Margaret Sorrel reported that there were no changes in either the short or long  
versions.  The Meeting approved the State of the Meeting Report with appreciation to the 
writing group.  
 
Mutual Care Committee (Susan Black)  Upon the request of a Friend, Susan gave a report of the 
Marriage Clearness Committee meetings with Beth Wrightson and Kelly Allgaier:  the 
Committee was impressed by the closeness of the two families and of the long relationship that 
Beth and Kelly have shared.  The Meeting approved taking the marriage of Beth Wrightson and 
Kelly Allgaier under its care and asked the Mutual Care Committee to constitute, in consultation 
with the couple, an Arrangements Committee to be convened by Kathy Barnhart. 
 
New Business: 
 
Care of the Meeting Committee (Larry Strain)  Larry asked if the Meeting would purchase a 
$1,000 annual pass for Quaker Center Ben Lomond workshops that can be used by any 
member/attender during the year.  The purchase would help support the Center and encourage 
Friends to attend a workshop who might not otherwise do so. The pass would be administered 
by the Care of the Meeting Committee. If more than one Friend requested the pass for a given 
event it would be decided on a first come first served basis unless one had previously used the 
pass.  A Friend noted that one user of the pass in another Meeting puts a donation equal to the 
workshop fee into that Meeting’s scholarship fund.  The Finance Committee was asked to 
provide its input on the request.  The proposal will season for a month and questions may be 
put to Larry Strain or Ted Obbard. 
 
Reports: 
 
ad hoc Retreat Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum)  Shelley reported that for the first time the 
Meeting held a retreat without a Retreat Committee and that this experiment had led to a 
great retreat. Worship & Ministry Committee provided queries. 35 attended including six boys 
under 5.  The $2,000 subsidy for fees was used and served its purpose in encouraging families 
to participate.  Feedback on the retreat should be directed to Shelley and Margaret Schneider.   
 



Next year dates are April 26 -28, 2013 and the upper half has been reserved.  If by December 
more than 35 people express interest in attending the Spring Retreat, we can reserve more 
space at the Center.  The Care of the Meeting Committee will set up future ad hoc Retreat 
Committees. 
 
Site Committee (Joyce Samati and Mary White)  Joyce read a report that will be posted on the 
Meeting’s listserve.  Joyce clarified that the committee is no longer considering sharing the 
Kehilla site.  The Site Committee will be looking at creating six or so business models for (1) 
forming a partnership; (2) continued renting; and (3) sole ownership.  Finance Committee will 
also be consulted.  The Committee knows that we are not yet eligible for up to $50,000 from 
Pacific Yearly Meeting’s San Fernando Valley Meetinghouse Fund, but will apply when and if 
eligible and if funds remain.   
 
The Committee has asked other committees—Care of the Meeting, Mutual Care, and Worship 
and Ministry -- to take on the question of what kind of community are we building – not what 
kind of building does our community need?  A Friend suggested that we might take up this 
question as we did the Yearly Meeting call for a year of discernment by all.   
 
Announcements 
 
Sierra Friends Center (Joyce Samati)  Joyce announced an array of events at Sierra Friends 
Center and with the Woolman Semester community, from Student Peace Documentary Premier 
showings and Baccalaureate/Graduation ceremonies to Woolman Summer/Family Camps.  
Dorothy Henderson is retiring and they are seeking a new Head of School as well as an 
Operations Manager.  See the newsletter for details. 
 
Tom Yamaguchi announced that Pacific Yearly Meeting begins August 13th this year, with a 5% 
discount for early registrants by June 25th. 
 
The next Business Meeting will be held on June 10, 2012 at 11:50 at the Berkeley Technology 
Academy. 
 
The meeting closed at 1:35 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Charles Blanchard, clerk, Larry Strain, Alternate Clerk; and Stephen McNeil, 
Recording Clerk 
 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, May 13, 2012 Minutes 
Annual Meeting of the Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting Corporation Board 
 
Following a period of silent worship, the Clerk called the meeting to order at 1:40 p.m.  The 
Recording Clerk conducted a roll-call and announced that the following directors were present at 
the meeting: 
Name of Directors 



Charles Blanchard, Clerk 
Larry Strain, Alternate Clerk  
Stephen McNeil, Recording Clerk 
Joyce Samati, Site Committee Clerk 
Richard Leath, Treasurer 
Beth Wrightson, Finance Committee Clerk 
Nancy Wilkinson, Nominating Committee Clerk 
 
The Clerk then announced that the presence of these directors at the meeting represented a 
quorum (five) of the Board of Directors as defined in the Bylaws of this corporation.  If such a 
quorum was not present, Care of the Meeting Committee members would have become directors 
to ensure a quorum. 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on May 8, 2011 were read and approved by the directors in 
attendance. 
 
The Clerk reported that the following persons were, by virtue of their office and their 
membership in Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting, as required by our Bylaws, nominated as 
members of the Board for the coming year:  
 
Charlie Blanchard, Clerk 
Nancy Wilkinson, Alternate Clerk 
Joyce Samati, Recording Clerk 
Richard Leath, Treasurer 
Beth Wrightson, Finance Committee Clerk 
Jay Smith, Site Committee Clerk 
Ted Obbard, Care of the Meeting Committee Clerk  
Elizabeth Strain, Worship and Ministry Committee Co-Clerk 
 
The Board approved the nominations. 
 
There being no further business to come before the meeting, the meeting was adjourned at1:50 
p.m. after silent worship. 
 
Stephen McNeil, Recording Clerk 
 


