Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business
December 9, 2018 Minutes

The meeting opened at noon with silent worship. Ralph Murphy clerked the meeting. 27
Friends were present. Amy Dewey gave the response of Communications Committee to the
Advices and Queries on Simplicity. Friends offered their responses out of the silence.

The Clerk introduced Beth Wrightson, who is substituting as Alternate Clerk for today’s business
meeting.

The Recording Clerk read the minutes for the November 11, 2018 Meeting for Business. The
minutes were approved with no corrections.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business

The current custodian at B-Tech has told the Clerk that we need to leave the campus at 2:00 pm
sharp. The Clerk asked for Friends to conduct our business as efficiently as possible in order to
finish by that time. This may require the Clerk to place strict time limits on reports and
presentations.

Report by Roberto Barrera on Puerto Rico

Avotcja Jiltonilro introduced Roberto, who is returning to Puerto Rico tonight after a monthlong
visit. Roberto thanked Friends for our assistance with relief efforts in Puerto Rico following
Hurricane Maria. Since the hurricane, he has been traveling across the island to distribute
material aid. In addition, he is in contact with other agencies that are providing assistance. He
said that many schools are closed, and teachers are traveling long distances to meet with
students. During this time, teachers are not being paid. He is concerned about the lack of
interest on the part of the United States government and feels there may be an agenda of
reducing the island’s population.

After Roberto made his report, The Clerk asked the meeting to hold Roberto and the people of
Puerto Rico in the Light.

Old Business

Nominations to the Nominating Committee (Naming Committee, Nancy Wilkinson)

The Clerk read the Naming Committee report from Nancy Wilkinson. The names being
seasoned are Charlie Blanchard (clerk), Patricia Dienstfry, Nancy Wolf Jackson, and Margaret
Schneider who are currently on the committee, as well as Kat Stenstedt, Laura Boles, Dusty
Sykes, and Tom Rothschild who are being nominated as new members. No concerns were
raised during the last month’s seasoning period. However, Margaret Schneider has withdrawn
her name from consideration. With that change, the nominations were approved.

Minute on Terms for Positions in the Meeting (Naming Committee, Nancy Wilkinson)




At last month’s business meeting, the Naming Committee brought a minute on increasing the
terms of committee membership from one to two years. After discussion and feedback, Naming
Committee has decided to withdraw that minute from consideration at this time.

2019 Budget (Finance Committee, Richard Leath)

The 2019 Budget has been seasoning for the month. The Treasurer reported that Finance
Committee has received no comments on the proposed budget. The 2019 Budget was
approved.

Librarian Nomination (Nominating, Charlie Blanchard)

Nominating Committee Clerk Charlie Blanchard reported the committee has been able to locate
the updated job description for the Communications Committee that includes the Librarian
position.

The nomination of Raven Moon as Librarian has been seasoning for one month. Her nomination
was approved.

New Business

Nominating (Charlie Blanchard)

Jed Appelman asking to be removed from the Mutual Care Committee and become a member
of Worship and Ministry Committee. Judith Schumacher-Jennings, who has been a co-clerk of
Mutual Care with Jed will continue as the committee clerk. The nomination of Jed Appelman to
Worship and Ministry Committee will season for one month. Charlie reminded us that
resignations from committees do not require seasoning.

Charlie brought the name of Nancy Wilkinson to be Pacific Yearly Meeting Representative for
the coming calendar year. Nancy has been the PYM Observer. The committee has not yet found
a nominee for PYM Observer for 2019. The nomination of Nancy Wilkson will season for one
month.

Minute on attending to the suffering of others in our community (Peace, Earthcare and Social
Witness Committee (David Rutschman)

David Rutschman read the minute on attending to the suffering of others in our community.
The text is as follows:

In following our leadings, openings and testimonies, especially those on community and
equality, SCMM unites in supporting the efforts of our members who are reaching out to those
who are without shelter and food. One of the most important things we are doing as a faith
community is to not look away but to engage.

Several members of our meeting have engaged in municipal politics to encourage more
compassionate and immediate responses to those who are suffering and who often do not
even have basic needs met. ]

Other members have become actively involved in direct action, shelters and encampments, in
making and offering food, publishing the voices of those on the margins through YSA's Street
Spirit, and in using whatever social services are available to alleviate poverty on all levels, most
importantly in housing, nutrition and health care.




We invite members working in this arena to request letters of support (introduction, leading or
ministry) from the Meeting.

David said the committee is bringing the minute to recognize the work being done by
individuals in the meeting on homelessness and hunger and find ways to support their work.
The minute will season for one month.

Reports

Worship and Ministry Committee (Beth Wrightson)

The Power, Privilege, and Race Working Group is being moved from being under the care of the
Care of the Meeting Committee to being under the care of Worship and Ministry Committee.
The working group is writing a job description to be approved by Worship and Ministry
Committee and is developing a nominating process in conjunction with Worship and Ministry.
Worship and Ministry will report back to a future business meeting with details.

As reported by Elizabeth Strain at last month’s business meeting, the committee has been
considering closing the doors during last 15 minutes of the meeting for worship. This is in
addition to the current practice of closing the doors during the first fifteen minutes. After
discussion, the committee has decided on a one-month trial of the second door closing, starting
in February. There will be an announcement every Sunday in January of the second door
closing trial. A nearby classroom will be made available as a place to wait during the time that
doors will be closed.

The memorial for Rachel Findley's parents, Hilda Findley-Knier and Thomas Findley, will be at
Berkeley Meetinghouse, 2151 Vine Street, on December 15 at 2:00 pm.

Next week’s adult education session will be a discussion about Jesus.

On January 20, an adult education session will be held on gender fluidity and the use of gender
pronouns. Worship and Ministry will be bringing in an outside speaker for that session.

Announcements

The next Meeting for Business will be held January 13, 2019 at 11:50 a.m. at Berkeley
Technology Academy. :

David Rutschman announced the fundraiser that will be held at Berkeley Friends Church on
Sunday, January 20, from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm. to assist those seeking asylum to raise bond that
would allow them to stay in the United States. The event is being sponsored by Strawberry
Creek Meeting, Berkeley Meeting, and Berkeley Friends Church. It has been endorsed by
Berkeley Organizing Congregations for Action (BOCA). The fundraiser is open to the public, and
we are encouraged to invite anyone who would be interested. A flier will be available soon.
College Park Quarterly Meeting Representative Tom Yamaguchi announced that the winter
session of the quarterly meeting will be held Saturday, January 19, 2019 at Friends House in
Santa Rosa.

The meeting closed with silent worship at 1:05 pm.

Submitted by: Ralph Murphy, Clerk, Beth Wrightson, Acting Alternate Clerk, and Tom
Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk.




