
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Minutes of the Meeting for Business 
First Day, July 9, 2006

Meeting for Business opened at 11:55 a.m. with silent worship.  Larry Strain clerked; 
Shelley Tanenbaum served as alternate clerk pro tem and Pamela Calvert served as 
recording clerk pro tem.  Twenty nine Friends were present.  Kathy Barnhart read 
reflections on the Advices and Queries on Integrity and Personal Conduct on behalf of 
Worship and Ministry Committee.  One Friend took note of the intrinsically interwoven 
nature of our testimonies, each leading into all the others.

Minutes of the June Meeting for Business were approved with the following corrections:
Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: The June 21 benefit was for Friends Committee on 
Legislation, not FCNL.
Finance Committee: (1) The primary reason meeting approved substituting Care of the 
Meeting Community Committee for Worship and Ministry Committee as emergency 
members of the corporation board was because the function of that committee is to care 
for the meeting as a whole, not simply because it is made up of members of the meeting. 
(2) The sentence referring to outgoing officers of the meeting should refer to the relevant 
individuals as “Shelley Tanenbaum, Clerk, Sandra Lewis, Recording Clerk, and Leslie 
Leonard, Alternate Clerk.” (3) The transfer of assets and liabilities was approved prior to 
closing the board meeting.  The action should read, “The meeting approved the transfer 
of all assets and liabilities from Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting to the newly created 
corporation.”
Care of the Meeting Community Report: The meeting approved increasing the budget 
line item for scholarships, not to transfer funds between accounts.
Quarterly Meeting Report: Worship groups at Quarter were given State of the Meeting 
reports and queries; they did not write queries.  The next Quarterly Meeting will be held 
at Sierra Friends Center, not San Francisco Meeting.
Announcements: Betty Travis’s daughter’s name is Cinny, not Cindy.
Meeting expressed great appreciation to Dharma Yamaguchi for enduring this trial by fire 
in her first meeting as recording clerk.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business

Meeting spent some time in worshipful remembrance of Stephanie Kennedy, who passed 
on June 30.  Friends singled out her gift of vocal ministry, which often took the form of 
“shaggy dog stories,” always with a pearl embedded within.  Meeting asks that Mutual 
Care Committee draft a memorial minute for Stephanie, with potential assistance from 
Care of the Meeting Community Committee.  We will send this minute to Friends 
Bulletin, and will take steps to have Stephanie included in the Memorial Meeting at this 
year’s Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM).  A memorial for Stephanie will be held on 
September 2 at a location to be announced.



The clerks have divided their committee assignments as follows: Larry Strain on Care of 
the Meeting Community, Leonard Joy on Worship and Ministry.  Larry Strain also serves 
on the Child Safety Committee along with Katherine Youngmeister and Nancy 
Wilkinson.  At the September Meeting for Business, Meeting will consider revised 
committee job descriptions that add the relevant committee clerks to the corporation 
board.

A Certificate of Transfer confirming Anne Maiden Brown’s transfer of membership to 
Strawberry Creek Meeting has been received from Berkeley Monthly Meeting.  A letter 
confirming Mary White’s Certificate of Transfer of membership from Strawberry Creek 
Meeting has been received from Boulder Monthly Meeting.

Berkeley City Council unanimously voted in favor of the continued operation of the 
Berkeley Wishing Well; our minute of support was read at the City Council Meeting.

The Sierra Friends Center’s fundraising goal has been met, allowing them to continue 
operations for the next two semesters.

We have received a letter of thanks from Friends House for our donation.

Pacific Friends Outreach (PFOS) is considering taking on responsibility for the Quaker 
Oaks site in Visalia.  Although PYM declined to accept the Visalia site as a permanent 
location for yearly meeting sessions, PFOS is not comfortable taking on the site without 
approval from the yearly meeting.  They are taking the matter to yearly meeting in 
August and are soliciting input from meetings and individual Friends; their letter of 
inquiry was forwarded to Care of the Meeting Community Committee for consideration.

Humboldt Meeting is requesting letters of support for their leading to send six members 
to Guantanamo Bay Prison in Friendly visitation.  Their request was forwarded to Peace, 
Earthcare and Social Witness (PECSW) Committee.

Betsy Morris requested that her upcoming marriage to Raines Cohen be taken under the 
care of the meeting.  Friends responded warmly to this news and after some clarification 
on committee roles, forwarded the request to Mutual Care Committee.

Friends who attended Friends General Conference (FGC) the previous week were asked 
to share their impressions.  There was evidence of a strong concern for Earth Care 
witness, with Strawberry Creek and Berkeley Friends playing a major role: a worship on 
Global Warming co-led by Dee Rossman, Karen Street and Carl Magruder was very well-
attended, and participants prepared an eloquent statement that was read and distributed to 
all attenders at closing worship; this statement will be placed on our website.  There were 
some 150 Young Friends in attendance at the Gathering; about 20 had attended the World 
Gathering of Young Friends and convened a workshop to share their impressions and 
deepen the work.  Darcy Stanley, who attended Strawberry Creek attender Laura 



Magnani’s session on alternatives to the prison system, urged us to become more directly 
engaged in this work, perhaps as a corporate ministry; Katherine Youngmeister, who 
spent two days at Folsom Prison this past week with the Alternatives to Violence Project 
suggested that this issue be taken up by the PECSW Committee and Betsy Morris 
suggested that we share our concerns with Friends Committee on Legislation and support 
their efforts on this issue.  Adult Religious Education Committee will be including more 
experiences from FGC in their after-meeting session Next Sunday, and Al Thompson will 
be collecting more highlights from those who attended the Gathering.
Old Business

Nominating Committee:  The following nominations were approved: Dee Rossman to 
Library Committee; Jill Lessing to Mutual Care Committee; Carl Anderson as Quarterly 
Meeting co-representative; Miftah Leath as Nursery Coordinator; Patricia Netherly 
(Clerk), Philipa Barron, Jay Smith, Dick Strong and Cindy Trueblood to Site Committee.

New Business

Site (Patricia Netherly):  The committee considered a property brought to its attention by 
the realtor; although it did not meet our needs, it was a good exercise in learning how to 
look at potential sites.  The committee is particularly aware of meeting’s criteria related to 
universal access and adequate parking.  Meeting approved the committee sending a letter 
of inquiry to houses of worship in the area letting them know that we are seeking 
property if they are contemplating a move or sale; we have singled out this group because 
the use permits for these sites are already secured and may be transferable to other 
congregations.  Site Committee received a phone call from the clerk of Berkeley Monthly 
Meeting suggesting that our Site Committee meet with their Long Range Planning 
Committee to share information and concerns on site-related issues.  We have also 
received a letter from an individual Friend, who although a member of Strawberry Creek 
is a longtime attender at Berkeley Meeting; she urges us to consider either merging or 
otherwise combining our resources with Berkeley Meeting.  Meeting approved our Site 
Committee meeting with Berkeley Meeting’s Long Range Planning Committee to update 
one another on our directions and priorities, while emphasizing that this is an exploratory 
meeting only.

Naming (John McCarthy):  This year’s Naming Committee Clerk Joyce Samati, Larry 
Strain, and John McCarthy with input from previous Naming Committees and others, 
presented a job description for the Naming Committee for consideration.  Friends asked 
that the description include a line about the worshipful process in which nominations are 
made, and that it make some reference to the additional “suggestions” sheet which is not 
an official part of the committee job description.  A revised version will be brought to 
September Meeting for Business.

Child Safety (Katherine Youngmeister):  The committee is working to get new systems 
in place for the beginning of the school year.  A roster of the adults in meeting was 



circulated to compile a list of all those who have served or are currently volunteering 
with the children in any capacity; these names may be “grandfathered” in and not require 
background checks.

Worship and Ministry (Kathy Barnhart):  A revised committee job description was 
presented for seasoning; suggestions should be brought to the committee prior to 
September Meeting for Business.

Reports

Treasurer (Ralph Murphy):  The treasurer presented a report through June 2006.  
Expenses exceeded income by $9000, which is higher than usual at this time of year.  
Friends are encouraged to contribute earlier than December, and thanks were expressed to 
those who have made their annual contribution.  We currently have approximately 
$12,000 in the checking account and $62,000 in certificates of deposit, with $34,000 in 
our general fund.  Following up on the transfer of assets from the meeting association to 
the corporation, the bank has been notified and the account names have been changed.

Peace, Earth Care and Social Witness (Shelly Tanenbaum):  The committee is weighing 
several possibilities for participation in summer and fall actions related to the war in Iraq; 
all are invited to attend the next committee meeting on July 23.  Events and activities will 
be announced after meeting and via the newsletter and listserve, and there will be a report 
at September Meeting for Business.  Pacific Yearly Meeting Unity with Nature 
Committee will co-sponsor the “Holding Earth in the Light” Retreat at Sierra Friends 
Center on September 29-October 1.  A flyer is available and Friends are encouraged to 
get the news out as widely as possible.

Care of the Meeting Community (Nancy Wilkinson):  The report was read from the 
membership clearness committee for Betsy Morris (Robin Standish, convener, Melinda 
Glines, Micki Graham).  Care of the Meeting Community Committee recommends 
approval; this will season one month.

Hospitality (Elsa Glines):  Meeting will hold a farewell potluck for David and Leslie 
Leonard on July 23; a silent auction to benefit Darcy Stanley’s sojourn at Casa de los 
Amigos will be held on a date to be determined; the memorial for Stephanie Kennedy 
will be September 2.

First Day School (Katherine Youngmeister):  The summer session is making nice 
progress; it has worked very well to have the teens and young adults taking on 
responsibility for the children with Terra Wilson’s coordination, and Antonio Beroldo 
providing continuity in the Nursery.

Announcements



• Friends Committee on Legislation co-representative Betsy Morris 
announced that FCL is in better financial condition than it has been but 
that Strawberry Creek Meeting’s annual contribution of $150 is far lower 
than the $1000 average for meetings in California.  She invites Friends to 
champion a fundraising project, whether through our meeting or in support 
of Palo Alto Meeting’s annual Harvest Festival.  There will be a Bay Area 
fundraiser on October 28, and she suggested that meeting consider 
sponsoring a table.

• Worship and Ministry Committee Clerk Kathy Barnhart notes that we 
have a “generic” memorial meeting scheduled for September 23, and asks 
for individual discernment on whether we should postpone it in light of the 
memorial for Stephanie Kennedy now scheduled for September 2.

The next meeting for business will be September 10 at 11:50 a.m. at Berkeley Alternative 
High School.  Meeting closed at 1:55 p.m. following a period of open worship.

Respectfully submitted, 
Larry Strain, Clerk; Shelley Tanenbaum, Alternate Clerk pro tem; Pamela Calvert, 
Recording Clerk pro tem


