
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business		-		June	9,	2013	

Minutes	
	

Meeting	opened	at	12:00	p.m.	with	silent	worship.		Nancy	Wilkinson	clerked	the	Meeting.		
Thirty	Friends	were	present.		Beth	Wrightson	read	the	Advices	and	Queries	on	the	Meeting	
for	Worship	for	Business,	on	behalf	of	the	Finance	Committee.		The	clerk	invited	those	
present	to	share	responses.	
	
The	agenda	was	reviewed	and	approved	as	printed.		Minutes	for	the	May	12,	2013	Meeting	
for	Business	were	read	and	approved	as	written.			
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:		The	clerk	noted	that	the	change	in	orientation	of	
the	front	table	during	today’s	Meeting	for	Business	has	been	discussed	by	both	Worship	and	
Ministry	and	the	Child	Safety	Committee.		A	report	from	these	committees	will	be	presented	
later	in	today’s	meeting.		*	The	clerk	reported	that	she	has	begun	the	process	of	renewing	
the	Meeting’s	annual	use	agreement	with	the	Berkeley	Unified	School	District.		No	problems	
are	anticipated.		*	Several	Friends’	magazines	and	newsletters	have	arrived	recently	in	our	
mailbox;	these	will	be	available	in	our	Meeting	library.		The	May-June	2013	issue	of	Western	
Friend	includes	an	interview	with	Shelley	Tanenbaum	on	“Seeking	Right	Relationship	with	
Our	Earth”.		The	Harvest	Festival,	sponsored	by	Palo	Alto	and	San	Jose	Meetings	to	support	
the	Friends	Committee	on	Legislation	for	California	(FCLCA),	will	be	held	on	Saturday,	
September	28.		Strawberry	Creek’s	invitation	to	participate	was	referred	to	the	Peace,	
Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(PEASW)	for	consideration.	
	
Old	Business:	
Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee	(COM)	(Sarah	Hawthorne)	Sarah	noted	several	key	
changes	in	the	committee’s	revised	job	description,	as	presented	at	the	May	Meeting	for	
Business.		These	include	tasks	previously	done	by	the	hospitality	committee,	as	well	as	
taking	responsibility	for	and	nurturing	the	spring	retreat	and	the	12th	Month	Gathering,		
and	honoring	life	transitions	of	Meeting	members	and	active	attenders.		Meeting	approved	
COM’s	new	job	description.		*	Next	Sunday	new	members	of	Meeting	will	be	welcomed	and	
recent	graduates	acknowledged.		*	On	behalf	of	the	ad	hoc	committee,	Sarah	stated	that	a	
Listening	Meeting	has	been	scheduled	for	Sun.,	June	16,	to	help	Meeting	explore	ideas	and	
discern	how	we	may	best	use	the	$12,500	gift	received	from	the	estate	of	Carolyna	Marks.		
Thoughts	or	questions	about	this	may	be	brought	to	any	of	the	committee	members:		Micki	
Graham,	Renee	Watkins,	Laura	Magnani,	Tom	Yamaguchi,	or	Sarah	Hawthorne.			
	
Nominating	Committee	(Angela	Imhoff)	Angela	reported	that	no	concerns	have	been	
expressed	regarding	the	nomination	of	Hannah	Mackinney	as	Sierra	Friends	Center	
Representative.		Meeting	approved	this	nomination.	
	
New	Business:	
Nominating	Committee	(Angela	Imhoff)	Angela	brought	the	name	of	Ethan	Sorrelgreen,	to	
serve	as	Meeting’s	web	coordinator.		This	nomination	will	season	for	one	month.	
	
Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee	(Laura	Magnani)	Laura	reported	that	COM	recommends	
approving	Leslie	and	David	Leonard’s	transfer	of	membership	request,	to	change	their	
membership	from	Strawberry	Creek	to	Birmingham	Monthly	Meeting	near	Philadelphia.		
The	clerk	observed	that	this	request	does	not	require	a	period	of	seasoning.		With	gratitude	



and	good	wishes	to	the	Leonards	in	their	new	home,	Meeting	approved	this	transfer.		The	
clerk	will	complete	the	certificates	of	transfer	and	acceptance	of	transfer	forms,	to	be	sent	to	
Birmingham	Monthly	Meeting	to	complete	this	process.		
	
Reports:		
Nominating	Committee	(Angela	Imhoff)	Angela	shared	a	report	on	what	the	nominating	
committee	has	learned	during	this	year’s	cycle.		In	the	course	of	checking	in	with	members	
and	regular	attenders,	both	spiritually	and	to	glean	what	service	would	befit	the	individuals	
and	the	Meeting	in	the	coming	year,	several	observations	were	noted.		Differences	of	
perspective	were	found	concerning	the	suitability	of	our	current	Meeting	site,	as	well	as	for	
preferring	either	greater	silence	or	the	more	frequent	messages	during	worship,	as	have	
occurred	recently.		The	change	to	having	fewer	committees	and	more	ad	hoc	committees	
since	the	committee	restructuring	three	cycles	ago	seems	to	be	working	fairly	well,	but	
there	is	concern	that	we	be	sure	to	welcome	new	attendees	in	our	community.		Nominating	
committee	suggests	that	as	a	community	we	need	to	ask	“what	can	we	actually	do”	and	not	
“what	do	we	aspire	to	do”.		“Are	10%	of	the	people	doing	90%	of	the	work?”		Committees	
are	urged	to	review	their	job	descriptions	and	update	them	early	in	this	new	committee	
year	to	reflect	the	actual	work	of	the	committee.		Changes	made	would	include	those	due	to	
committee	restructuring.		The	question	was	also	raised	as	to	whether	any	committees	and	
officer	positions	should	now	be	comprised	of	only	members,	in	addition	to	the	care	of	the	
meeting	committee.		Nominating	committee	thanked	everyone	for	their	service,	which	
allows	the	work	of	Meeting	to	be	accomplished	and	each	of	us	to	be	enriched.		
	
The	committee	was	commended	for	presenting	this	very	helpful	report.		Several	Friends	
considered	the	dynamism	between	simplifying	committee	structuring	and	the	value	of	
identifying	individuals	to	serve	in	specific	roles	on	committees,	such	as	the	communications	
committee.	
	
Worship	&	Ministry	Committee	(Elizabeth	Strain)	Elizabeth	reported	that		
changes	are	being	made	in	the	spiritual	life	sharing	groups,	to	accommodate	changes	in	
participants’	availability.		Some	groups	have	started,	others	will	soon,	and	some	won’t	
afterall.			Friends’	patience	is	invited	while	needed	revisions	are	made.		Also,	the	practice	
of	having	a	worship	sharing	for	holding	concerns	in	the	light	on	third	Sundays	is	being	laid	
down	for	the	present,	due	to	recent	low	attendance.					
		
First	Day	School	&	Child	Safety	Committee	(Josh	Gallup)	Josh	reported	on	behalf	of	both	
First	Day	School	(FDS)	and	the	Child	Safety	Committee	(CSC).		During	the	last	year	the	CSC	
has	established	the	practice	of	having	two	child	care	providers	at	all	times	whenever	child	
care	is	provided;	at	least	one	of	them	is	18	years	of	age	or	older.		With	this	practice	in	place,	
the	CSC	and	Worship	and	Ministry	Committee	have	reconsidered	the	placement	of	the	
clerks’	table	during	the	Meeting	for	Business.		They	determined	that	it	is	preferable	to	have	
it	at	the	back	of	the	Meeting	room,	away	from	distractions	near	the	doorway.		For	reference,	
the	CSC	is	composed	of	the	clerk	of	Meeting,	the	FDS	clerk	and	the	COM	clerk.		Josh	also	
reported	that	the	CSC	is	developing	an	emergency	earthquake	preparedness	plan	for	the	
FDS,	which	it	is	hoped	will	be	in	place	by	the	end	of	June	2013.		For	further	details,	Josh	may	
be	contacted	directly.			Concerning	safety	practices	during	meetings,	a	Friend	noted	the	
importance	of	not	placing	chairs	either	behind	people	in	wheelchairs	or	in	the	aisles	behind	
the	two	back	rows	of	chairs	closest	to	the	doors.		This	allows	all	to	exit	more	quickly,	if	
needed.	
	



The	clerk	noted	that	the	Spring	College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting	was	held	at	Quaker	Center	
in	May,	but	no	report	will	be	given	today.	
	
Sierra	Friends	Center	(SFC)/Woolman	(Cindy	Trueblood)	Cindy	reported	on	the	many	
ways	in	which	the	programs	at	the	SFC	campus	are	supporting	people	of	all	ages	“coming	
alive”	through	the	Woolman	Semester,	summer	camps,	workcamp,	school	programs	for	
students	in	the	garden	and	on	campus,	and	more.		This	has	been	a	year	of	transition,	with	
new	head	of	school	Marjorie	Fox	beginning	spring	semester,	three	core	teachers	to	be	hired	
for	the	fall	semester	and	a	new	head	of	summer	camps.		Cindy	expressed	appreciation	to	all	
who	have	contributed	to	these	programs,	including	with	financial	support	.		Dime-A-Gallon	
funds	from	Strawberry	Creek	have	been	well-used	on	two	student	sustainability	projects.		
Friends	are	encouraged	to	consider	serving	on	SFC’s	Board	or	on	a	committee,	and	to	talk	
with	Cindy	to	learn	more	about	these	opportunities.		This	fall	marks	the	50th	anniversary	of	
the	arrival	of	the	first	students	to	the	John	Woolman	School,	and	the	10th	anniversary	of	the	
Woolman	Semester.		Cindy	is	thrilled	to	note	that	Hannah	Mackinney	will	be	serving	as	the	
incoming	SFC	representative	for	Meeting.	
	
Announcements:	
Pacific	Yearly	Meeting’s	Annual	Session	will	be	from	July	29	–	August	3,	2013	at	Mt.	
Madonna.	
	
The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	held	on	July	14,	2013	at	12:00	noon	at	the	Berkeley	
Technology	Academy.	
	
Meeting	closed	at	1:45	p.m.	with	silent	worship.	
	
Submitted	by	Nancy	Wilkinson,	clerk,	Ralph	Murphy,	alternate	clerk,	and	Joyce	Samati,	
recording	clerk	
	


