Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, December 8, 2013
Minutes

Meeting opened at 11:55 a.m. with silent worship. Nancy Wilkinson clerked the Meeting.
Thirty-five Friends were present. Katherine Youngmeister shared responses from the Site
Committee to the Advices and Queries on Social and Civic Responsibility. Friends returned
to worship to reflect on these further.

The agenda was reviewed; the listing of reports to be made was revised. Those with
additional announcements to be included were noted. Minutes for the November 10, 2013
Meeting for Business were read and approved as written.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: The clerk shared a letter of thanks from Quaker
Earthcare Witness (QEW) for Meeting’s donation, and noted that QEW has a new website:
www.quakerearthcare.org. Shelley Tanenbaum, the new General Secretary of QEW,
welcomes questions and conversation about its work. A request for a Meeting donation to
support the Alternatives to Violence Project was received from Bob Barns. This was
referred to the finance committee. A message sent by Patricia Smith, assistant clerk of
Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM), noted that Meetings and individuals connected with Meetings
in PYM may apply by December 29, 2013 to work with the PYM registrars as a contract
registration service for PYM’s 2014 annual session. Warmly remembered scattered berry
Ramona Silipo has begun the process of transferring her membership from Strawberry
Creek Monthly Meeting to Northhamptonshire Monthly Meeting, called an “Area Meeting” in
the United Kingdom, and Wellingborough Preparatory Meeting, a “local Meeting”. A letter
requesting membership was received from Hannah Mackinney, who has grown up in this
Meeting. Both Ramona and Hannah'’s requests were referred to the Care of the Meeting
Committee.

Old Business:

Naming Committee (Elizabeth Strain) Elizabeth noted that no concerns were raised about
any of the names brought to the November Meeting for Business, to serve on the
nominating committee through 2014. These include: Sarah Hawthorne, clerk, and
committee members Mindy Brown-Lechner (continuing), Josh Gallup (continuing), Elaine
Emily, Rachel Findley, Dick Strong, and Katherine Youngmeister. All were approved to so
serve.

Nominating Committee (Josh Gallup) Josh reported the committee heard no concerns
about any of the nominees being seasoned since the November Meeting for Business:
Catya de Neergaard, member of peace, earthcare and social witness committee, James
Hosley, finance committee member and Marla Browning, first day school (FDS) committee
member. Meeting approved these nominations.

New Business:

Nominating Committee (Josh Gallup) Josh brought two new nominations to be seasoned
during the coming month: Stephen McNeil, for PYM Representative & Judith Schumacher-
Jennings, as FCLCA Representative (Friends Committee on Legislation of California). Any

concerns should be brought to a member of the nominating committee.


http://www.quakerearthcare.org/

Naming Committee (Elizabeth Strain) Elizabeth brought the name of Anne Blackburn, as
an additional member to serve on the 2014 nominating committee. Elizabeth noted that
sometimes prospective members do some work for their committee, prior to approval. Any
concerns about this nomination should be taken to one of the naming committee members:
Elizabeth Strain, convener, Kathy Barnhart, or Beth Wrightson.

Reports:
Care of the Meeting Committee (COM) (Laura Magnani) Laura reported that COM has
been seasoning “an advice” about the purpose of committees. In keeping with
recommendations in Faith & Practice, COM wishes to encourage all committees to
periodically meet as a whole committee, to allow an opportunity for engaging in Quaker
decision-making process, to deepen relationships, and develop members’ gifts. The full
statement will be on our website in the committee section, for reference as needed. It will
also be sent out to the list serve and /or published in the newsletter. * COM recommends
that Meeting invest in the Quaker Quest (QQ) curriculum, as presented at an after-Meeting
session a couple months ago. Our using this would involve both in-reach to engage in self-
reflection as a Meeting and potentially also outreach, as a way of sharing our faith with
others. The Meeting is not committed to the second stage, if that is not where we are led.
Cost of the curriculum and facilitators is $1000 to FGC (Friends General Conference).
Finance committee has been alerted to this potential expenditure. COM hopes that the cost
will not be an obstacle, so that the recommendation will be considered on its merits.
Friends present explored both concerns and potential benefits of engaging in the QQ
together. If the Meeting approves its implemention, there will be an effort to have as many
people as possible participate from the Strawberry Creek Meeting community. A Friend
observed that if the initial one day QQ session were held at Ben Lomond Quaker Center
some would not be able to attend, so a closer location should be chosen. Several Friends
noted the value of being able to more fully know ourselves and talk with each other, as well
as with people in our wider community. The QQ description on the FGC website is a helpful
reference, but its emphasis on outreach is more descriptive of the experience of Meetings in
Great Britain than that of many Meetings in the United States. Strawberry Creek will season
this recommendation from COM for the coming month and consider it for approval at the
January Meeting for Business. * A gathering of clerks of Meeting committees and folks at
the front table will be held on the morning of Saturday, February 22, 2014.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (PEASW) (Susan Strong) Susan reported
on behalf of the PEASW ad hoc clerking committee, convened by Kathy Barnhart (PEASW’s
care of meeting committee buddy). This ad hoc committee also includes two currently
serving ex officio representatives, Susan Strong for Friends Committee on National
Legislation (FCNL), and Shelley Tanenbaum, for Unity with Nature. Kathy, Susan and
Shelley will take turns clerking the committee meetings through May, 2014. * The PEASW
committee is seasoning a joint proposal from Youth Spirit Artworks and the Sierra Friends
Center’s Woolman Semester for use of the Marks legacy to create shared learning events
each semester among youth from the two programs. This will be revisited at the next
committee meeting on December 15, 2013. * Also, two ad hoc committees were formed to
follow up spiritual education sessions PEASW held this fall: one on the joint FCNL/AFSC
(American Friends Service Committee) “Shared Security” project and the other focused on
discerning what we are called to do concerning the national campaign for institutional
divestment from fossil fuel stocks.



Finance Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum) Shelley invited Friends to sign a card of
appreciation for Robert Jamison, the Berkeley Technology Academy custodian on site
during our use of this facility. * On December 15, 2013 a list of the organizations which
receive Meeting donations each year will be available. A brief description of each will be
included, together with links to their websites and an identified Strawberry Creek
“champion”. The committee is considering increasing the current $150 donation amount,
which has remained unchanged for more than 5 years. * The committee is continuing to
research ways for our Meeting to invest some of our assets, both from the site fund and the
general fund. Berkeley Monthly Meeting (BMM) has expressed interest in renting space to
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting (SCMM) when work is completed on the BMM facility,
expected to be in May or June 2014. Shelley Tanenbaum and Jay Smith, site committee
clerk, met with two members of BMM for an initial discussion of this possibility. * Loans to
Berkeley Meeting, Sierra Friends Center and Friends House are currently under
consideration.

* Finance committee has identified issues to be addressed in making loans to Friendly
groups: a.) itis preferable to keep site funds and general funds separate, b.) we need to
identify how much money we want to keep liquid and how much we want to keep in
traditional CDs (certificates of deposit), c.) we understand there is a very small risk in
making such loans and there is no risk in keeping our money in bank CDs, d.) we need to
identify an acceptable interest rate and time period, and e.) we need to keep in mind that we
are doing this to put our money to better use than stashing it in bank-controlled CDs.
*During its Meeting for Business today BMM will hear for the first time the idea of having
an ownership partnership with SCMM. Roy Allen of BMM noted that this is in the idea stage.

Treasurer (Richard Leath) Richard offered a brief update of Meeting’s income for 2013:
$28,778 has been received; an additional $17,751 is needed to cover expenses to date.
Anyone with bills for Meeting expenses should send these to Richard promptly. Itis hoped
that sufficient donations will be received by December 31, 2013 to meet this year’s
expenses.

Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) (Stephen McNeil) Stephen reported
on FCNL’s 70t Annual Meeting. Over 180 Friends and others lobbied Congress on keeping
Pentagon cuts; twelve of the visits were with members of Congress. Rick Herbert pointed
out that many of these face-to-face visits had resulted from Friends who had developed a
personal relationship with their elected official over time. More than 200 Friends from 26
Yearly Meetings and seven Friends’ organizations gathered in worship to review and
approve an updated Statement of Legislative Policy, now on the FCNL website
(www.fcnl.org). Those present were inspired by the evening lecture of the Iranian-
American activist Reza Aslan, author of The Zealot; he was a short-term intern with FCNL
early in his career. FCNL involves local Meetings and churches through grassroots activism,
input on legislative priorities every two years, and legislative policy statement review.
Stephen noted that currently non-tax-exempt donations to FCNL are of more value than are
those to the FCNL Education Fund. Eleven-month internship applications are due at the end
of January; the application is online. There will probably also be short-term summer
internships in 2014.

Sierra Friends Center (Hannah Mackinney) Hannah shared a report on the Sierra Friends
Center which was presented by its board at Quarterly Meeting in October, 2013. Woolman
is now celebrating its 50t anniversary, forty years as the John Woolman School and ten
years as the Woolman Semester. Significant changes have occurred over the past year. The


http://www.fcnl.org/

Head of School has transitioned from Dorothy Henderson to Marjorie Fox, and the core
teachers and those in several other positions have changed as well. Through these changes
the students and Woolman community continue to thrive. Classes in peace, social justice
and environmental sustainability remain at the core of the educational program. Woolman
is in the process of renewing its accreditation with the Western Association of Schools and
Colleges (WASC), with a visit from WASC expected in March 2014. The fiscal year
2012/2013 closed with expenses and fund development within the budget and money in
the bank. Woolman is alive and well, made possible with many forms of support from many
people. Please consider contributing to Woolman, as it continues to promote Quaker values
among our youth.

First Day School (FDS) (Miftah Leath) Miftah reported that FDS has been looking for a
fitting service project with which our Meeting youth could engage. The committee now
recommends that we plan to do so after the first of the new year with Camping Unlimited,
which offers year-round camps for the developmentally disabled. This group is highly
regarded by several Friends in Meeting. Additional information is available at their website:
www.campingunlimited.org.

Announcements:

The Woolman Semester Graduation will be held on December 14, 2013 at the Sierra Friends
Center in Nevada City.

Meeting’s Annual Twelfth Month Gathering will be on December 21, 2013 at the Albany
Community Center.

A nine-session series on Quakers and Healing to be led by Elaine Emily and Nancy
Wilkinson will begin on Thursday, January 9, 2014.

The next Meeting for Business will be at 12:00 p.m. on January 12, 2014 at the Berkeley
Technology Academy, following the winter locavore potluck.

Meeting closed with silent worship at 1:35 p.m.

Submitted by Nancy Wilkinson, clerk, Ralph Murphy, alternate clerk, and Joyce Samati,
recording clerk



