
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting 
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,	July	10,	2016 

Minutes 
 
The	Meeting	opened	at	11:55	a.m.	with	silent	worship.		Ralph	Murphy	clerked	the	Meeting.	
	Twenty-six	Friends	were	present.		Amy	Dewey	read	the	response	from	the	
Communications	Committee	to	the	Advices	and	Queries	on	“the	Meeting	Community”.	
	Gratitude	was	expressed	for	the	open	ended	responses.		The	Meeting	returned	to	silent	
worship.	
	
The	agenda	was	reviewed	and	a	report	on	the	Bike/Walk	to	Worship	Days	was	added	along	
with	an	announcement.	
	
The	minutes	for	the	June	10,	2016	Meeting	for	Business	were	read	and	approved.		
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:	The	Meeting	has	received	thank	you	letters	for	
our	donations	from	The	Western	Friend	and	from	the	Berkeley	Food	&	Housing	Project	for	
the	Dime-a-Gallon	grant	to	the	Russell	Street	garden	installation.		A	Friends	Community	
School	(MD)	8th	grade	student	sent	us	a	thank	you	note	on	behalf	of	the	Friends	Committee	
on	National	Legislation	for	our	participation	in	their	legislative	priorities	process	setting.		A	
letter	from	Philippa	Barron	requesting	membership	in	our	meeting	was	read.		[The	matter	
was	subsequently	referred	to	the	Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee.]	The	Clerk	noted	that	in	
September	we	would	be	appointing	a	Naming	Committee	to	name	the	Nominating	
Committee	membership.		Anyone	interested	in	serving	on	this	Naming	Committee	should	
contact	the	clerk. 
 
Old	Business:	
Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee:		Nancy	Wilkinson	reported	no	concerns	received	on	the	
membership	transfer	request	of	Lydia	Bryans.	
	
The	Meeting	approved	Lydia	Bryans’	transfer	request	of	membership	from	Downington,	PA	
to	Strawberry	Creek	and	appointed	Al	Thompson	(convener),	Catya	de	Neergaard,	and	Rick	
Herbert	to	the	Welcoming	Committee.			
	
New	Business: 
Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee	(Nancy	Wilkinson).		Nancy	reported	that	they	are	united	
in	regretfully	recommending	transfer	of	memberships	of	Pamela	Calvert	and	Helen	Haug	
from	Strawberry	Creek	to	Northside	Friends	Meeting	in	Chicago,	IL.			
	
The	Meeting	approved	the	transfer	of	the	memberships	of	Pamela	Calvert	and	Helen	Haug	
from	Strawberry	Creek	to	Northside	Meeting.	
	
Nominating	Committee	(Renee	Watkins)	Renee	brought	forward	the	nomination	of	Susan	
Black	to	Loaves	and	Fishes	Committee.		The	nomination	will	season	for	two	months	and	
any	concerns	should	be	brought	to	a	member	of	the	Nominating	Committee.	
 



	
	
Reports 

A. 	Pacific	Yearly	Meeting	Representative:		Rick	Herbert	gave	a	full	report	on	the	
recent	Pacific	Yearly	Meeting	Annual	Session	at	Walker	Creek	Ranch	in	Marin.		He	
found	the	session	spiritually	centered	and	with	increased	fellowship	and	better	
integration	of	the	generations.		Junior	Yearly	Meeting	and	Young	Adult	Friends	both	
led	worship	periods.		The	membership	of	the	Yearly	Meeting	has	fallen	over	the	last	
decade	from	1,800	to	1,300	which	has	led	to	financial	deliberations	on	support	and	
numbers	of	Yearly	Meeting	delegates	and	support	of	other	Quaker	organizations.		
The	voluntary	contribution	suggested	level	for	each	member	is	now	$111.		Our	own	
Darcy	Stanley	and	Carl	Magruder	led	the	first	plenary	calling	on	all	to	“lift	the	veil”	
and	truly	to	see	one	another	and	the	world	outside	of	us.		Their	ministry	was	
heartfelt	and	authentic,	calling	all	to	experiment	and	experience	seeing	each	other	
and	the	world	as	it	is.		No	action	was	taken	on	the	affiliation	with	Friends	General	
Conference.		The	session	next	year	will	be	held	July	14-19th	(Friday	to	Wednesday).			
	

B. Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee:		Catya	de	Neergaard	presented	
a	report.		They	approved	a	Committee	Manual	on	how	the	committee	operates,	
schedule	of	activities	and	different	jobs	to	do	within	the	committee.		There	will	be	an	
adult	education	forum	by	Ted	Obbard	on	the	issue	of	carbon	fee	and	dividend	on	
September	19.		There	is	a	nuclear	weapons	protest	at	Lawrence	Livermore	Labs	at	8	
am	on	Tuesday	August	9.	
	

C. Jay	Cash	reported	on	the	recent	Bike/Walk	to	Worship	Days,	thanking	Rick	Herbert	
and	Tom	Yamaguchi	for	their	assistance.		19	bikers	and	8	walkers	from	the	Meeting	
participated.			The	walking	group	walked	the	final	two	blocks	in	silence.		The	Silver	
Slipper	Award	went	to	Barbara	Birch	and	to	Alma	Moon	(as	a	representative	of	the	
Moon	family).		The	sponsor	Bike	East	Bay	would	like	to	do	a	bike	safety	workshop	
here	in	the	future.		The	Meeting	expressed	its	appreciation	for	the	opportunity	and	
efforts.	

 
 
Announcement 
 
Stephen	McNeil,	Pendle	Hill	Board	member,	called	attention	to	the	July	31	deadline	for	a	
matching	gift	opportunity	for	that	Quaker	organization.	
	
The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	held	on	September	11,	2016	at	11:50	a.m.	at	Berkeley	
Technology	Academy.		 
	
The	Meeting	closed	at	12:55	p.m.	with	silent	worship	 
 
Submitted	by:		Ralph	Murphy,	Clerk;		Rachel	Findley,	Alternate	Clerk	and	Stephen	McNeil,	
Recording	Clerk		 


