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Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,	June	12,	2016	

Minutes	
	

The	Meeting	opened	at	11:55	a.m.	with	silent	worship.		Ralph	Murphy	clerked	the	
Meeting.		Thirty-five	Friends	were	present.		Barb	Tittle	read	the	response	from	the	
Mutual	Care	Committee	to	the	Advices	and	Queries	on	“Peace”.		The	Meeting	
returned	to	silent	worship.	
	
The	agenda	was	reviewed	and	the	College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting	Representative	
Report	was	moved	forward.		John	McCarthy,	for	Mutual	Care	Committee,	called	
attention	to	the	Volunteer	List	that	circulated	during	the	meeting.	
	
The	minutes	for	the	May	1,	2016	Meeting	for	Business	were	read	and	approved	as	
read.			
	
Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: The Meeting has received a thank you letter 
from the Ben Lomond Quaker Center.  Dharma Galang wrote a thank you for the 
Meeting’s participation in the Church World Service CROP Walk that benefited the 
Berkeley Food Pantry, Dorothy Day House, and Yeah! Youth Engagement.  The Berkeley 
Friends team had ten members that raised $2,875.  We received a letter from the clerk 
of Fresno Meeting for Barbara Birch  approving the transfer of her membership from 
Fresno to Strawberry Creek .  The transfer request was referred to the Care of Meeting 
Committee.  Helen Haug and Pamela Calvert requested a transfer of their membership 
to Northside Meeting, Illinois Yearly Meeting, and this was also referred to Care of the 
Meeting Committee.  The clerk read a letter from Jay Cash requesting membership and 
this request was also referred to Care of the Meeting Committee.   
 
Old	Business:	
	
Nominating	Committee	(Charlie	Blanchard)		Charlie	Blanchard	reported	no	
concerns	with	the	nominations	of	Mary	White	(Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness)	
and	Rhea	Farley	(Care	of	the	Meeting).		Those	nominations	were	approved.		
Correcting	an	error	in	the	Nominations	Slate	presented	last	month,		the	Nominating	
Committee	stated	that		Janet	Piggins	will	not	serve	on	the	Loaves	and	Fishes	
Committee	although	she	will	serve	as	a	substitute.			
	
New	Business:	
	
Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee	(Nancy	Wilkinson).		Nancy	reported	that	they	are	
united	in	recommending	transfer	of	membership	of	Lydia	Bryans	from	membership	
with	Darlington	Friends	Meeting,	Philadelphia	Yearly	Meeting.		The	membership	
committee	was	Lee	Douglas,	Beth	Rodman,	and	Nancy	Wilkinson.		The	request	will	
season	for	one	month.		Any	concerns	should	be	directed	to	a	member	of	the	Care	of	
the	Meeting	Committee.	
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Reports	
College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting	CPQM	(Deborah	Marx).		Deborah	gave	a	full	
report	of	the	May	13-15	meeting	which	was	the	230th	CPQM	gathering.		The	report	is	
posted	to	the	Meeting’s	website.			Eight	Strawberries	attended	among	the	67	adults,	
five	teens,	and	four	children.		Those	gathered	heard	a	report	from	the	Friends	World	
Committee	for	Consultation	Section	of	the	Americas	Peru	Gathering,	as	well	as	
reports	from	the	Woolman	Semester	and	Quaker	Center	Ben	Lomond.		A	Friend	had	
arranged	for	showing	AFSC’s	exhibit	“39	Questions	for	White	People.”			
	
Deborah	noted	that	we	are	asked	as	a	Meeting	for	feedback	on	what	we	would	ask	
the	Quarterly	Meeting	to	provide	at	our	gatherings	and	throughout	the	year,	and	
what	gifts	our	Meeting	has	to	offer	the	Quarterly	Meeting.		The	clerk	will	talk	further	
with	Deborah	Marx	on	how	to	move	this	request	forward. 
	
Nominating	Committee	(Charlie	Blanchard).		Charlie	presented	the	annual	report,	
including	findings	from	the	Committee’s	calls	over	three	months	to	attenders	and	
members	of	the	Meeting.		Committee	job	description	reviews	are	almost	complete.		
The	Committee	recommends	that	the	Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee	reconsider	its	
necessary	functions	and	discern	which	tasks	can	continue	to	be	delegated	to	ad	hoc	
committees.		This	year	they	were	able	to	bring	in	around	a	dozen	new	people	onto	
Meeting	service.		They	recommend	that	the	practice	of	having	25-words	or	less	
descriptions	of	the	various	committees	be	given	in	the	announcements	period	after	
worship	so	that	those	attending	gain	a	better	sense	of	the	committee	roles.		They	
repeated	their	recommendation	and	request	that	the	Nominating	Committee,	or	
another	committee	chosen	by	meeting	for	Business,	actively	shepherd	the	follow-
through	of	specific	recommendations	in	this	annual	report	to	their	completion.		
They	recommend	keeping	the	Database	Keeper	on	the	Nominating	Committee.		They	
recommend	a	more	systematic	approach	to	identifying	and	delegating	outreach	
tasks	by	having	the	clerks	of	Care	of	the	Meeting,	Mutual	Care,	Worship	and	
Ministry,	and	Nominating	Committees	meet	and	consider	how	to	coordinate	and	
communicate	about	this	important	function.		Again	they	recommend	that	the	
Meeting	make	more	transparent	the	process	for	becoming	a	member	of	the	
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting.	
	
It	was	noted	that	of	the	105	members,	30	are	inactive	or	live	outside	the	area.		75	
members	are	active	for	the	100	separate	service	slots.		Of	the	70	contacted,	50%	
could	serve,	with	others	able	to	serve	on	short-term	assignments.	
	
The	full	report	is	posted	on	the	Meeting’s	website	and	will	be	sent	by	the	clerk	of	the	
Nominating	Committee	to	the	listserv.		Those	present	expressed	appreciation	for	the	
tradition	of	an	annual	report	with	recommendations.	
	
Treasurer	(Richard	Leath).		The	report	was	circulated.		The	Meeting	has	expended	
this	year	$14,671	more	than	income	received.	The	Retreat	expenses	total	$6,840.89	
at	this	point.		This	was	covered	by	$5,200	in	fees	and	$160	in	donations,	leaving	a	
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$708	deficit.		The	Retreat	Fund	deficit	was	covered	by	the	budgeted	Retreat	Expense	
(line	item	3301).		The	Sharing	Fund	Reserve	is	at	$17,818.			
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee:		(Judith	Schumacher-Jennings)  
Judith reported that the Youth Spirit Artworks youth were present at Sally Hindman’s 
adult forum on homelessness which was well attended.  On September 23rd and 25th 
there will be two Friends General Conference financial planning sessions co-sponsored 
by the Committee and Berkeley Friends Meeting at Vine Street.  They are considering 
increasing the voluntary Dime-A-Gallon carbon tax amount to better reflect the true 
cost of a gallon of gasoline burned.  On September 18 Ted Obbard is holding an adult 
education session on climate change/carbon tax legislation. Paul McCold has continued 
work on restorative justice legislation in Sacramento and has an article in the latest FCL-
CA newsletter calling on all to write their legislators supporting AB2590.   
 
Mutual	Care	Committee	(John	McCarthy).		John	called	attention	to	the	report	of	
activities	carried	out	by	the	Committee	over	the	last	12	months	(posted	to	the	
Meeting’s	website).		They	have	created	four	clearness	committees,	revised	the	
Volunteers	List,	created	a	Sharing	Fund	summary,	and	sponsored	a	“Friendly	
Deathways”	workshop.		A	Friend	noted	that	it	is	a	privilege	to	help	others	in	the	
Meeting	via	the	Sharing	Fund	and	that	he	was	proud	to	be	part	of	a	community	that	
supports	one	another.		
	
A	concern	was	expressed	and	shared	by	others	that	the	Facilities	Committee	reflect	
on	whether	or	not	clearing	the	Meeting	space	during	worship	on	the	occasion	of	
business	can	be	done	without	disturbing	the	worship.		The	clerk	will	contact	
Facilities	Committee		over	this	concern.		
	
Announcements	
	
Tom	Yamaguchi	has	a	copy	of	the	resolution	on	carbon	fee	and	dividend	under	
consideration	by	the	Berkeley	City	Council	on	the	last	Tuesday	of	this	month.		The	
Citizens	Climate	Lobby	is	calling	on	Berkeley	citizens	to	voice	support.			
	
The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	held	on	July	10,	2016	at	11:50	a.m.	at	Berkeley	
Technology	Academy.			
	
	
The	Meeting	closed	at	1	p.m.	with	silent	worship		
	
Submitted	by:		Ralph	Murphy,	Clerk;		Rachel	Findley,	Alternate	Clerk	and	Stephen	
McNeil,	Recording	Clerk		
	
	


