Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, November 9, 2014
Minutes

Meeting opened at 12:05 p.m. with silent worship. Nancy Wilkinson clerked the Meeting.
Thirty-two Friends were present. Tom Yamaguchi shared responses from the
Communications Committee to the Advices and Queries on “Reaching Out”. Friends
returned to worship to reflect on these further.

The agenda was reviewed; one item of new business was added. Minutes for the October
12,2014 Meeting for Business were read and approved as written.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: The Clerk has received no Meeting
correspondence this month. She noted that Keith Wedmore has offered to make individual
nametags for Friends. Please contact him directly, if interested.

0Old Business:

Nominating Committee: Sarah Hawthorne, clerk of the nominating committee, stated that
only positive responses have been received, to the nomination in October of Paul McCold to
serve on the Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee. Meeting approved this
nomination.

New Business:

Nominating Committee (Sarah Hawthorne) Sarah brought the names of Sophie Brinker
and Rachel Economy to serve as members of the loaves and fishes committee, and Beth
Rodman, to serve on the finance committee. These three nominations will season for one
month. The Clerk expressed thanks to Sarah and all members of the nominating committee
for their continuing service throughout this year.

Naming Committee (Ralph Murphy) On behalf of the naming committee, which also
included Al Thompson and Philippa Barron, Ralph presented the names of eight Friends in
nomination to serve on the 2015 nominating committee: Katherine Youngmeister, co-clerk,
Kris Muller, co-clerk, Anne Blackburn, Elaine Emily, Barbara Perry, Frank Satterwhite,
Miftah Leath and Judith Schumacher-Jennings. Of these, Katherine, Anne and Elaine are
continuing committee members. The nominations will season for one month.

Finance Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum) Shelley, clerk of finance committee, invited
Richard Leath, treasurer, to present the Budget Proposed for Strawberry Creek for 2015.
Richard provided the 2014 budget, the proposed 2015 budget, and comments to explain
suggested changes in three parallel columns. Several committees are currently considering
a reduction of their expenses in 2015. Any questions or considerations about this report
should be brought to a member of the finance committee promptly, during this month of
seasoning.

Shelley provided a list of the eighteen organizations currently supported by Strawberry
Creek Monthly Meeting (SCMM) with an annual donation of $150 each. The criteria for
selecting these have been: 1.) the organization is usually a Quaker organization or it has
historically had strong Quaker engagement and 2.) at least one person in Meeting has been



a “champion” on its behalf. The committee is considering laying down two of the
organizations on this list, the William Penn Quaker Workcamps (formerly Washington
Quaker Workcamps) and the Quaker Bolivia Link, due to the recent inactivity in Meeting of
their “champions”. The committee will confer with these two Friends within the coming
month.

After noting several points for the committee to consider, Friends affirmed the importance
of reviewing this list so that it may continue to be a “living list” with worthy Quaker groups.
Meeting will season the list of organizations recommended for our support for one month.
Questions about this process or the specifics of the organizations may be brought to the
finance committee. A Friend noted that it would be helpful to have an opportunity to hear
from the “champions” for each of these organizations.

Shelley reported that knitters in Meeting are preparing for a knitting extravaganza in
December again this year, to raise awareness and additional funds for the organizations
supported. Proceeds will be split equally among them. Shelley expressed thanks to Richard
Leath for his readiness to handle the extra bookkeeping this engenders.

Reports:

Finance Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum) Shelley reported that the committee is working
on processing the paperwork needed to open accounts with Friends Fiduciary and the Self-
Help Federal Credit Union, as approved at the October Meeting for Business. The question
of the desirability of changing accounts from the Mechanics Bank is still under
consideration. Several factors are being weighed, including the inconvenience this could
cause the treasurer.

Treasurer (Richard Leath) Richard shared the treasurer’s report for the period from
January through October 2014. He observed that the income received to date this year is
about $20,000 behind total expenses. One year ago, Meeting’s income was about $18,000
behind its expenses. Richard clarified the usage of several line items. Susan Strong, co-clerk
of Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness, noted that the Dime-A-Gallon Fund is intended to be
used, not saved.

Communications Committee (Al Thompson) Al reported on several components of the
committee’s current work: * It is exploring the possibility of changing our phone service to
a more economical phone company. * Due to the significant cost of mailing many
newsletters, recipients will be asked to sign up annually to continue to receive these. It has
been noted that some newsletters are being sent to people not seen in many years. The
options to receive either the electronic or paper version or both will be communicated more
widely. * The committee is exploring putting the newsletter on the Meeting’s webpage,
after concerns for the security of information posted are addressed. A demonstration
website is being developed now; see James Hosley if you have pictures that may be
appropriate for inclusion. There were extra charges of about $400 this year related to
developing the new website. * The committee would like to do some advertising of our
Meeting, such as in the Daily Californian.

One Friend urged that the consideration of advertising be brought to Meeting’s Quaker
Quest experience. Other Friends spoke of their appreciation for the electronic version of
the newsletter, both for their own use and for sharing with people locally and beyond. The



Clerk expressed thanks to Al and the communications committee members for their
ongoing work.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (PESW) (Susan Strong) Susan reported
that: 1.) PESW is now accepting applications for Dime-A-Gallon (DAG) Fund grants for the
2014-2015 year. The deadline for submitting these is March 1, 2015. Further details are
available through the DAG link on the SCMM website. 2.) On November 16, 2014 PESW is
sponsoring a session on personal witness; a session on corporate witness will be held on
March 29, 2015. Copies of the Pendle Hill Pamphlet entitled “Quaker Witness as
Sacrament”, by Daniel O. Snyder, are available for a one-week loan from Susan Strong.

3.) On November 30, 2014, the committee will sponsor an educational session with Paul
McCold in which he will describe restorative justice from a Quaker perspective. 4.) On
October 26, 2014 Gabi Clayton of Olympia Meeting shared a presentation on the Friends
New Underground Railroad (FNUR), which helps gays and lesbians in Uganda escape
persecution and death threats. The committee approved a donation of $103 to FNUR from
PESW’s budget; this is the estimated cost of getting one persecuted person out of Uganda,
often to another African country. The committee plans to work on a minute of support for
FNUR that PESW can bring to the Meeting for Business; if approved, this would be
forwarded to Olympia Meeting for posting on their website.

Care of Meeting (COM) (Laura Magnani) Laura stated that Strawberry Creek will engage in
the Quaker Quest (QQ) program on Saturday, March 21, 2015, at our Meeting site, Berkeley
Technology Academy. [Note that the decision to plan this session was approved in the
February 9, 2014 Meeting for Business.] The committee members for QQ are: Susan Black,
Kathy Barnhart, Katherine Youngmeister, James Hosley and Amy Dewey. Sign-ups will
begin in December. All Strawberry Creek members and attenders are encouraged to
participate.

Several Friends present offered compelling reasons for Strawberries to prioritize
attending: the QQ process supports our defining who we are and how we may open our
doors; it is an opportunity to explore deeply together what we believe and why, in ways that
we each own; QQ is a sharing of our soul, not just our thoughts; it is about our relationship
with Spirit, and with each other.

Sherrin Loyd and Susan Black, conveners for this year’s Twelfth Month Gathering, expect
that this will be a lively gathering of our Meeting community. The opportunity to sign-up to
help out in a variety of ways will be available soon.

COM committee has received a number of requests for membership as well as one for a
clearness committee. These are in various stages of discernment; reports will be shared as
they are ready.

College Park Quarterly Meeting (CPQM) Fall Quarterly Meeting (Deborah Marks)
Deborah reported on the 225t Quarterly Meeting of CPQM, held October 17 -19, 2014 at the
Sierra Friends Center. The theme was “Being searched, being led, being guided by the
Light”, inspired by a quote from Margaret Fell. The 117 participants included 12 children
and 11 teens; 22 were members or attenders of Strawberry Creek. Friends considered
queries in worship sharing groups, heard a report on Sierra Friends Center and an update
from Friends House. The Woolman Semester has received the full six year accreditation
from WASC, the Western Association of Schools and Colleges. Camp Woolman and the Teen



Leadership Camp were very successful this past summer. The Board of Sierra Friends
Center is seeking interested potential board members and donations to keep the Woolman
Semester and the Center itself healthy and vibrant. Friends House (FH) in Santa Rosa is
seeking to affiliate with the firm that has provided management services over the last
couple of years. This will enable FH to engage in an expansion project ensuring long-term
financial sustainability. The board will remain 50% Quaker and continue to utilize Quaker
business processes. The Winter 2015 Quarterly Meeting will take place in the Bay Area on
Saturday, January 17, 2015 at a location to be announced soon. Spring 2015 Quarterly
Meeting will be May 15-17, 2015 at Ben Lomond Quaker Center.

Announcements:
Woolman Semester School’s Baccalaureate will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, December 12,
and the Graduation at 9 a.m. on Saturday, December 13, 2014 at the Sierra Friends Center,

Nevada City.

Strawberry Creek Meeting’s Twelfth Month Gathering will begin at 5 p.m. on December 13,
2014 at the Albany Community Center.

Congratulations were extended to two Strawberries elected to serve their communities in
the recent election: Charlie Blanchard, as a member of the Albany School Board, and

Eduardo Martinez, as a member of the Richmond City Council.

Friends are invited to help bag food at the Berkeley Friends Church on November 15, 2014
for clients of the Berkeley Food Pantry.

Keith Wedmore thanked Friends for speaking up during today’s Meeting for Business; he
appreciated hearing nearly everything spoken, since people spoke audibly.

The next Meeting for Business will be at 11:50 a.m. on December 14, 2014 at the Berkeley
Technology Academy.

Meeting closed with worship at 1:30 p.m.

Submitted by Nancy Wilkinson, clerk, Susan Burr, alternate clerk, and Joyce Samati,
recording clerk



