Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, December 11, 2011

Minutes

The meeting opened at noon with silent worship. Charles Blanchard clerked the meeting.
Thirty Friends were present. Marla Browning read the reflections of the First Day School
Committee on the Advices and Queries on Simplicity. The agenda was reviewed and approved
with a few changes.

The minutes of the November 13, 2011 Meeting for Business were read and approved with the
following corrections: in the Treasurer’s Report, the amount of the Travelling Ministries Fund is
$1,000 and if publicized “extra funds could come in;” the correct account number for the
College Park Quarterly Meeting Representative Expenses is 7972; in the Worship & Ministry
Committee New Business, we inserted that “the minute was presented for seasoning;’ and in
the Site Committee Report, the wording was changed to read “Three areas to be addressed in
selecting a new site were raised up in the September 18 event....”

Clerk’s Business and Correspondence

The Clerk read from Faith and Practice (p. 134) on decision making in a time of difficulty, noting
that “Friends seek neither unanimity (a matter of votes), nor consensus (a resolution of
differing opinions). Friends seek unity in the Spirit.”

Old Business:

Finance Committee (Beth Wrightson) Beth distributed a one page proposed FY 2012 Meeting
Budget with a few changes from the one presented in November: Line 7700 Committee Service
Fund is kept at $500 (reduced from 2011’s $1,000). The Fund’s availability needs to be
publicized to committee members by clerks and the distribution is decided by the Care of
Meeting Committee; Worship & Ministry Committee decides distribution of Line 7715 Traveling
Ministries Fund ($1,000); and a new line item, 7740 of S75 is being proposed for use by the
Nominating Committee.

A Friend expressed the desire that the Meeting consider for FY 2013 support ($150) for the
publication of The Friends Journal as subsidies are sorely needed.

The Meeting approved the FY 2012 Budget as presented, with appreciation to the Finance
Committee for its work.

Beth reported that since the Listening Meeting and presentation of the minute on accepting
stocks at the last business meeting, the Committee has heard no further concerns. The
Committee is doing research on which brokerage account to select.



Stepping aside as clerk of Finance Committee, Beth expressed her own growing concern that
the way we use our money as a Meeting should reflect our moral positions, and that perhaps a
group from Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness might be formed to present this question of
how we want to be part of our economic system at a future Meeting retreat.

The Clerk asked those gathered for worship on the occasion of business whether or not we
have proceeded in good order since this issue of stock acceptance was first presented a year
ago? Have we been gentle with each other? Have we listened to one another and considered
points of view other than our own and concerns of people who may not be in unity with this
action? Have we been open to the Spirit in this process?

Other Friends joined in Beth’s concern, noting also that by taking this action, we might be able
to assist those whose investments and involvement in the market has become an issue of
holding onto a heavy thing. We expressed appreciation for the way that this technical issue of
accepting stock has been a trigger mechanism for raising the larger issue of our complicity in
the current unjust economic order and in examining our relation to money. A Friend noted that
whoever is part of the system, supports it and its negative aspects. The Meeting then approved
the minute:

Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting will accept donations of stock. We plan to establish
a stock brokerage account. Upon receipt of said stock, we shall sell the stock as soon as
possible.

The Meeting also asked the Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee to facilitate further
considerations of the larger issues relating to our involvement in the economic system and
asked the Finance Committee to select a brokerage account. The Treasurer and Finance
Committee Clerk should find the best way to report back to the Meeting on what criteria were
used in that selection in order to assist Meeting members in their future considerations.

PYM Representative (Rick Herbert) Rick reported no concerns were raised regarding the
proposed Pacific Yearly Meeting Representative Job Description that is available at the PYM
website (www.pacificyearlymeeting.org). A Friend present did have a concern on how the new
three-year term would work with the Observer role. Would one serve three years as Observer
and then another three years as Representative for a total of six years service? Might this
length be a barrier to finding people willing to serve? We decided to give it a try and approved
the job description, and noted that the Nominating Committee should be making clear the
terms of service when seeking nominees.

Nominating Committee (Nancy Wilkinson) The Meeting approved the appointments of Thomas
Yamaguchi as Pacific Yearly Meeting Representative to begin service as of January 2012 and
Margaret Sorrel as a member of Loaves and Fishes Committee and expressed appreciation for
their willingness to serve.


http://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/

Naming Committee Clerk Charles Blanchard brought forward for the Naming Committee the
names of Mary Anderson, Roberta Schutz, and Robin Standish (who would be stepping down
from Care of Meeting Committee service) as new names for the Nominating Committee. The
Meeting received these nominations for seasoning, and approved those of Angela Imhoff
(clerk), Barbara Perry, Al Thompson, and Janet Piggins whose names had been seasoning.
Concern was expressed about the ability of a member to serve due to health concerns and the
entire Meeting was encouraged to suggest an additional, not a replacement, nominee to the
Naming Committee should their further consideration decide that this is required.

Worship and Ministry Committee (Elizabeth Strain) Elizabeth reread the proposed travel
minute for Elaine Emily who will be in Australia and New Zealand in January 2012. The Worship
and Ministry Committee and the Friend who expressed a concern about Travelling Ministries
being a paid ministry have talked and the concern was allayed. The Meeting approved the
travel minute.

New Business: None

Treasurer’s Report (Richard Leath) Richard reported that last month our income was at
$16,000 (budgeted for $45,000) and that now we are at $27,000.

Announcements

Joyce Samati noted that the excitement of Sierra Friends Center/John Woolman Semester may
be experienced through attending either the upcoming graduation (December 17t") and/or
Baccalaureate presentations (December 16%"). For carpooling, contact Joyce or Cindy
Trueblood.

Thomas Yamaguchi noted that Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness is organizing the Locavore
Potluck before next month’s meeting for business. Contact Tom for reduced rate of $22/year

subscriptions to The Western Friend by January 9.

The next Business Meeting will be held on January 8, 2012 at noon at the Berkeley Technology
Academy after the Locavore Potluck.

The meeting closed at 2:00 p.m. with silent worship.

Submitted by: Charles Blanchard, clerk, Larry Strain, Alternate Clerk; and Stephen McNeil,
Recording Clerk



