Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, November 13, 2016
Minutes

The Meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship. Ralph Murphy clerked the Meeting. Leonard
Joy served as the Acting Alternate Clerk and Joyce Samati as the Acting Recording Clerk. Thirty-two
Friends were present. Paul McCold shared responses from the Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness
Committee to the Advices and Queries on the Meeting for Worship for Business. Friends returned to
worship to reflect on these.

The agenda was reviewed and accepted, with the addition of one item of business and one
announcement.

The minutes for the October 9, 2016 Meeting for Business were read and approved without
correction.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business:

The Clerk reported that Quaker Earthcare Witness sent a thank you for Meeting’s annual $150
donation. The Clerk received a request from Henri Ducharme to apply for membership in Meeting;
this was referred to the Care of the Meeting Committee.

Old Business:

Care of the Meeting Committee: Nancy Wilkinson reported that no concerns were raised during
the month of seasoning the recommendation of Jay Cash’s membership in Strawberry Creek Monthly
Meeting. Meeting happily approved Jay’s membership. Leonard Joy, convenor, Betsy Morris, Barb
Tittle, Beth Rodman and Tom Bird will serve as his welcoming committee.

Communications Committee: Amy Dewey stated that no concerns were raised concerning the Web
Coordinator Job Description, during the month of seasoning. With two amendments: the addition of
the url (the webpage address) and the updating of the date approved, Meeting approved this job
description.

Nominating Committee: Miftah Leath reported that no concerns were received regarding the
nominations of Barb Tittle and Renee Watkins to continue serving as co-clerks of Mutual Care
Committee through the current committee year. Meeting approved these nominations.

New Business:

Nominating Committee: Miftah Leath noted that Sophie Brinker has needed to step down from the
Loaves and Fishes Committee. Miftah brought the names of two nominees, James Hosley and Marian
Yu, to serve on the Loaves and Fishes Committee. In addition, Larissa Keeler is nominated to serve as
Meeting’s Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) Representative, Sherrin Loyd as PYM Observor, and Rick
Herbert as the PYM Unity With Nature Representative. Concerns regarding any of these nominations
should be brought to Miftah Leath or any Nominating Committee member.

Care of the Meeting Committee: Nancy Wilkinson shared a report from Philippa Barron’s
membership clearness committee of the experiences which led her to request membership. Nancy
reported that the Care of the Meeting Committee unites with Philippa’s membership clearness
committee in recommending the approval of her membership. The clearness committee included Jed
Appelman, convenor, Patricia Dienstfrey and Margaret Schneider. This recommendation will season
for one month. Any concerns should be brought to Nancy Wilkinson or any Care of the Meeting
Committee member.

Naming Committee: Elaine Emily named the following nominees to serve on the 2017 Nominating
Committee: Charlie Blanchard, clerk, Henri Ducharme, alternate clerk, and Peter Lin, Diane Wolcott,
Raven Moon & Beth Rodman, committee members. Of these, Charlie, Henri, Peter, Diane and Beth are



continuing committee members. Elaine noted that the committee is still seeking one more name for
the nominating committee. Any questions or concerns should be brought to the naming committee
promptly. The naming committee members are Elaine Emily, clerk, Betsy Morris and Anne
Blackburn.

Finance Committee: Richard Leath presented the proposed 2017 Meeting budget. The form was
easy to read, with the line items changed for 2017 highlighted in yellow, those remaining the same as
in 2016 highlighted in green, and comments noting the reason for proposed changes listed on page 2.
Proposed changes would increase the total of expenditures by $1,875. A Friend suggested two more
changes, which would add an extra $110. The budget proposal will season for one month. Any
concerns should be brought to the Finance Committee.

Reports:

Treasurer: Richard Leath presented the Treasurer’s report for this year through October 2016.

The total income for this period is $22,709.98 below what has been spent. To help raise the needed
funds, Finance Committee members will take turns making after-Meeting announcements each week
through the end of the year. In response to a question, Richard stated that direct depositing is not an
option for Meeting contributions, but individuals can arrange for their bank to have a check cut and
sent directly to the Meeting treasurer. Friends inquired about the average contribution needed to
meet Meeting’s budget. At present there are about 100 members, as well as about 100 members or
attenders who contribute financially to Meeting. An average donation of about $600 per year would
meet budgeted expenses. Friends are encouraged to discern what contributions are fitting for them.

Care of the Meeting Committee: Nancy Wilkinson shared an update regarding current work of the
Care of the Meeting Committee. Three membership committees have been convened so far this year,
the nominating committee’s report is being reviewed to consider issues related to the committee’s
job description, and the committee is looking into the appropriate status of the site committee, which
has been “under discernment” for several years. The next workshop of the Power, Privilege and Race
Working Group, under the care of this committee, will be on December 18. Planning for the 12th
Month Gathering is underway. All are invited to participate, and encouraged to bring good food to
share.

In response to a question about the Power, Privilege and Race Working Group, it was noted that the
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee will be exploring how Meeting may bear witness to
these matters outside Meeting, while Care of the Meeting Committee’s working group will be
grappling with increasing understanding of these matters among Friends within Meeting.

Retreat Committee: Jay Cash reported that 33 adults and 7 children attended Meeting’s Fall Retreat
on Saturday, October 22 at Redwood Gardens in Berkeley. Friends explored the theme of Community
through worship sharing, spirited activities, lunch and worship, which helped us get to know one
another more deeply. Much appreciation was expressed to all who helped this be such a wonderfully
engaging day. The ad hoc retreat committee members were Jay Cash, Raven Moon and John
McCarthy. Expenses totaled $550, which included a $250 donation to Redwood Gardens. Food and
monetary donations to the retreat helped defray costs incurred. Recognizing that a template could
have been helpful for the retreat planners, Raven Moon and Nancy Wilkinson will talk about creating
one. Miftah Leath noted that a template could be stored electronically, to be available for future use.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (PESW): Judith Schumacher-Jennings reported
on the committee’s consideration of the Dime-A-Gallon Fund (DAG). This included a concern about
the use of the dime amount in its name, the function this fund is currently fulfilling, and how grants
are now being made to specific projects that mitigate carbon use or educate about that task. To
continue this exploration, Paul McCold and Judith will go to an Ecoberries meeting for a listening
session. An adult ed session may be scheduled about DAG, followed by a survey.



For the November 20 adult ed session, Larry Strain will speak about the carbon footprint of
buildings. Shelley Tanenbaum will provide her planned session about Standing Rock after she
returns from her visit there. Concerning Strawberry Creek’s anti-racism initiatives, Kathy Barnhart
and Judith Schumacher-Jennings of PESW met with Laura Magnani and Susan Burr of the Working
Group on Power, Privilege and Race and Nancy Wilkinson from Care of the Meeting Committee. All
decided that PESW will focus on external witness and Care of the Meeting’s Power, Privilege and
Race Working Group will focus on these issues within the Meeting.

Two Fall 2016 DAG Grant proposals were approved by the PESW committee: Shelley’s application on
behalf of Quaker Earthcare Witness to revise their children and adult curriculums and Sally
Hindman’s Youth Spirit Artworks (YSA) application to complete YSA’s storefront tile mural about
reducing carbon footprints and fostering sustainability. Two other DAG Grant proposals are pending.

Charlie Blanchard noted that Meeting started the DAG Fund in 2003/2004 in response to the war in
Iraq, when FCNL (Friends Committee on National Legislation) encouraged Meetings to explore the
connection between oil and the war in Iraq. Now we have the opportunity to refresh and revitalize
the DAG Fund in light of current developments.

Announcements:
A. Meeting’s 12t Month Gathering will be held on Saturday, December 10, 2016 at 4:30 p.m. at the
Albany Community Center.

B. Susan Burr noted that the next adult ed session offered by the Race, Power and Privilege Working
Group will be after Meeting on December 18 rather than on Thursday, December 8, 2016 as
originally scheduled.

The Meeting closed at 1:15 p.m. with silent worship.

The next Meeting for Business will be held on December 11, 2016 at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley
Technology Academy.

Submitted by: Ralph Murphy, Clerk, Leonard Joy, Acting Alternate Clerk and Joyce Samati, Acting
Recording Clerk



